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16th Science Week

23rd Parent/Teacher Interviews

18th School Review Fieldwork Day

25th Grade 5/6 Wellbeing Session—Project Rockit

25th School Review Panel Day

27 School Nurse Program forms to be returned

RESPECT

RESPONSIBILITY

HONESTY

From the Principal’s Office
Dear Parents and Carers,

Facilities Update
Following a meeting I attended on Thursday morning I am able to provide our community with an update
with regard to the progress of our facilities project. The BER extension is almost complete but hand over
will not occur until approval of temporary fire serves has been obtained from Fire Services Victoria. This is
a detailed process and could take some time to be finalised. The Performing Arts Centre (PAC) and OSHC
building extension works are on track. We should see the roof being installed on the OSHC building next
week. Landscaping will continue commencing next week, with some major works taking place between
the BER and PAC buildings. Alterations to the principal’s office and current staffroom are due to commence in the very near future. The wet weather has impacted progress, particularly with regard to external works, hopefully we will have a week or two of drier conditions to allow the builders to forge ahead
with our project. I appreciate the patience exhibited by staff and students and I understand that we are all
keen to see the works completed. I will provide further updates as they come to hand.

School Council
A meeting of school council will be held commencing at 7pm on Wednesday August 18th .
This meeting will be held on-line and given the difficulties some councillors experienced with Webex we
will use Zoom for this forthcoming meeting. Zoom is familiar to most families as teachers have been using
it during remote learning . If you don’t already have Zoom on your device, it is easily accessed via a search
on-line. If you have issues getting Zoom please let Mr Saddlier or Mr Jeffrey know.

2022 Enrolments
In term three of every year principals are required to complete and submit an August Census to the Department of Education and Training (DET). A key figure that the DET requires is the anticipated enrolment numbers for the following year. These figures are determined by reviewing how many students will
leave the school (ie: grade 6 students) and how many new enrolments will each school receive. Our term
one 2022 budget will be determined by these figures. The projected enrolments also assist principals in developing their workforce plan for the new year.

Therefore I am requesting that any families who intend to enrol a prep student at Marong PS next year
and have not already done so, please contact the office to access an enrolment package. In addition if
anyone is aware of neighbours or friends who intend to send their child to our school please advise
them to also contact our office.

Russell Jeffrey
Principal

School Nurse Program
Envelopes and forms have been distributed this week to our prep classes for the School Nurse
Program. If you would like your child to see our nurse, please complete and return the documentation by Friday, 27th August. It is anticipated that the visit will be scheduled either at the
very end of term two or at the beginning of term four.

Art
We will be needing some old magazines, sewing paper patterns and other interesting papers
for cutting up to create some amazing collages for art.

We are also looking for some left over wools and thick threads if you have any that you would
like to donate. Please leave in the box near the office.
Thanks in advance
Brooke Ball

Grade Prep/One News
Well, it has certainly been another roller coaster of a week and we could not be more proud of how each student has handled the challenge. We want to thank all our amazing families for your support during lockdown
number six and hope that this is the last for a little while now!
This week during writing we wrote wonderful letters to our amazing Olympians. We discussed how we should
include different questions and what these might be. We also wrote how much we loved watching the Olympics on TV and how proud we are of the athletes.
Maths has led the preps to explore different ways to solve addition and subtraction equations. The grade
ones began to explore division and sharing this week and had an amazing first attempt.
In Smart Spelling the preps have had a challenging word this week that focused on three digraphs. These
included ‘th’, ‘er’ and ‘ea’ as in feather. The grade ones focus was the digraph ‘ir’ as in stir. Well done to all
and thanks for another wonderful few days back at school.
Mrs Cook, Miss O, Jess Taylor and Mr Stacey

Grade Two/Three News
Great to have everyone back in the classroom this week. Students have been excited to get
back to their friends and have been enjoying all the activities this week.
This week, students have been learning to:
Reading—make predictions on their text, using the front cover to find clues to help their prediction.
Spelling - Contractions - using an apostrophe to join two words together eg should not =
shouldn’t
Writing - How to write an information report using the correct structure.
Numeracy - Solving vertical addition strategies and designing a new playground for our
school.
Integrated Studies - Researching facts about an Olympic sport to complete a report on.

Students enjoyed our own Mini Olympics held at Malone Park on Wednesday, comparing
their performances against the world records in different sporting events. Students gained a
new appreciation about how far, jump and fast athletics can run.
Thanks to Mr Johnstone for organising!
We are looking forward to another great week next week!
Mr Riordan and Ms Roediger

Grade Four/Five & Six News
After our brief stint of home learning it was great to have everyone back in the classroom
once again. Reading this week saw us reading and practicing some silly ‘spoonerisms.’ It
was a tunny fine for all. We have also been unpacking some classic song lyrics from Midnight Oil and some stories from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island traditions, examining
their meaning and purpose.
In writing this week we have been unpacking what we need to include in our informative
writing for success. Students have worked collaboratively to create sample writing pieces
at each level which will be used to guide our future writing. In maths we have continued
our investigations of angles and refined our skills with protractors.
Lastly, we were fortunate enough that the rain held off on Wednesday for some Olympic
activities over at Malone park. Our eager students tested their abilities against world records, seeing how far they can throw, jump and run, compared to the elite athletes we’ve
watched over the past two weeks. It was great to get out and be active. We brought our
results back to class and create some graphs displaying our results against the world records.
Mr Johnstone, Mr Saddlier, Ms Patching and Miss Cooney

Chinese News

Prep and One: Mandarin Chinese is a ‘non-alphabetic’ language. As you might notice, instead of using alphabets, the Mandarin Chinese use symbols called Chinese characters to
represent words. However, Pinyin was introduced in 1958, which uses a Roman alphabet
to transcribe the Mandarin Chinese pronunciations. Last week, our Prep students were
introduced to the Chinese characters and practiced tracing, copying and writing the numbers from one to ten. They have done a fabulous job in their handwriting.
Grade Two and Three: They had a ‘Pantacy’ journey while learning about some fun facts
about giant pandas, designing a poster, singing and dancing with pandas virtually.
Grade Six: Students learned something about Shanghai, which is the financial and commercial centre of China. They compared the population and the land mass of Shanghai,
Melbourne, and Australia, which helped them to understand how crowded Shanghai is
and why there are some many skyscrapers. They also shared what they have learned with
their Prep buddies through designing a post card for them. The post card of Shanghai is
from Isabella W, who has done an amazing job of showing the skylines of Shanghai to her
buddies.

This week we continued to explore chemical reactions. Mr Riordan’s class were finally able to complete
their “Test Tube Volcano” experiment! We worked on our measuring, transferring and observation skills. I
was incredibly proud of the efforts shown this week.

Grade 6 students tested a range of household chemicals with red cabbage indicator to determine whether
they were acids or bases. It was quite “magical” to see the colour changing nature of the indicator. I was
really impressed with everyone’s level of enthusiasm shown during this task.

Grade 4/5s continued to explore gases. The “Blow Up Balloon” experiment perfectly demonstrated that
gases have mass as our CO2 balloons fell much faster to the ground than our standard balloons.

The Prep/Ones participated in some screen free coding with the use of coding critters. Students were set the task of
creating various pathways that met certain criteria for their critter before designing and constructing their own Lego
bridges. It was great to see everyone working together, sharing ideas and celebrating their successful bridge constructions.

Outside School
Hours Care

Marong Primary School
Outside School Hours Care 2021
(OSHC)
Before School Care
Service Times: 7am – 08:45am
Cost: $15* per session (before Centrelink rebate)
Breakfast supplied

After School Care

Service Times: 3:30pm – 6pm
Cost: $20* per session (before Centrelink rebate)
Afternoon tea supplied

All Day Care (Curriculum Days)
Service times: 08:45am – 5pm
Cost: $30* per session (before Centrelink rebate)

Permanent and casual bookings can be accommodated.
Co-ordinator: Chelsie Nickson
While exploring activities such as science, role play, cooking experiences and creativity expression, we follow the
Early Years Learning Framework and My Time, Our Place.
*prices as at 27th January, 2021 and are subject to change at any time.

Breakfast Club
News

Friday mornings
8:30-8:45
On Miss O’s decking.

Parents Club News
School beanies are available for order on Qkr. Any orders will be fulfilled the following school day to your child's
classroom. Lunch orders are finally being delivered this week, so orders made for 16/7 will be delivered tomorrow!
Please accept our apologies for this. Orders are back to normal for next week and as always need to be in before
Wednesday 9am, but maybe don't order too far ahead, we never know what's going to happen! Cookie Dough orders
are open and coming in hot! Separate instructions are attached to this newsletter or on facebook. Any questions, yell
out. That's it from us, any questions, feedback or fundraising ideas, please send us an email
on parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com.

Thank you so much for continuously supporting our school, especially through fundraising. We are excited
to announce we are again holding a Billy G’s Gourmet Cookie Dough drive as a major fundraiser this
term.
Billy G’s is an Australian family owned and operated business. There are ten (10) dough-licous flavours
including their popular Choc Chunk and NESTLE® SMARTIES® cookie dough. There is even a cheese flavoured Doggie Dough for your special fury family members! Their cookie dough is only available through
fundraising and is not sold in stores, so stock up!
Start Date: Monday 2 August
Final Orders Due: Thursday 19 August
How Do We Fundraise? Students have now received a Billy G’s Fundraiser order form with instructions on
how to collect orders from family, friends and neighbours. Make sure you get the dough-rolling and create
your online fundraising page today!
Incentive Prizes: Students who sell 1 tub or more are entitled to an incentive prize for their efforts. But why
not aim higher? You have the option to set your own fundraising goal - the more tubs you sell the more
prizes your child will receive! There are 12 prizes up for grabs so start selling! Family and friends are your
greatest supporters, so ask them first for support. You will reach your fundraising goal in no time! Prizes
are automatically ordered at the end of our fundraiser based on the number of tubs you have sold.
Please note Billy G’s is a completely cashless fundraiser. All orders must be placed online and paid by
credit card/Paypal.
How do we create a Fundraising Page? Creating a fundraising page is easy!
Go to www.cookiedough.com.au to create your Fundraising Page by clicking the “Register Now” button
and fill in your information as a parent/guardian.
Choose your goals and create a unique avatar!
Place your order using the “Order Now” button and share your fundraising page with your family and
friends via the “Share” section so they can start buying some yummy cookie dough. How Easy!
The Leaderboard Challenge – The highest tub seller in our school’s leaderboard will automatically go in
the draw for the chance to win an Apple Prize Pack valued at $3,300. That is super exciting!

Marong Book Week 2021
Our dress up parade
will be held on

Monday 23rd August
Come as your favourite
book character!

Marong Primary School ‘Students of the Week’ are recognised for demonstrating our school values of
‘Responsibility,’ ‘Honesty’ and ‘Respect.’ We acknowledge the following students for their efforts this week:

Grade Prep-One Mrs Cook/Mrs Taylor - Alliana F
Alli is always such a caring and responsible student both in the classroom and in the yard. During remote
learning, Alli always presents her work beautifully and ensures that she completes all activities. At school,
Alli always tries her hardest and is a wonderful leader in the classroom. Keeo up with the hard work Alli,
we are so proud of you! Well done!!
Grade Prep/One O’Donoghue- Joseph L
Joseph has been on fire this week and I am so super impressed and happy with his efforts, especially in
writing. Joseph has been concentrating and focusing to get more work done in class time and the quality
of his work is improving a lot. I know Joseph is proud for himself and we are all proud too! Keep up it
super star!
Grade Prep/One Stacey-Rayhlord Ocampo
Rayhlord has fit in so well her at Marong Primary School. He has made many friends already and takes
his learning seriously, taking on our programs and class rotations with ease. He is full of confidence in
sharing his ideas, experiemces and feelings. Keep it up Rayhlord.
Grade Two-Three Ms Roediger -Jude Bentley
Congratulations Jude! All of the extra help that you have been quietly providing around the classroom
has not gone unnoticed, You often see a problem in the classroom and without any fuss you solve it such
as; picking up rubbish or completing a classroom job because someone was away. I was most impressed
this week when you gave up your free time to help support another student with their work. This immense kindness is just one of the qualities that make you special! Keep up the AMAZING work. We are so
lucky to have you in our class!!!
Grade Two-Three Mr Riordan - Campbell N
For demonstrating ‘Respect’ and ‘Responsibility’ in all he does. Campbell is a super worker in the classroom, always working hard and putting in his best effort no matter what the task is. He is happy in the
yard and in the classroom, always spending time with friends making his time at school the best it can be.
Well done Campbell! Keep it up!
Grade Four-Five Miss Cooney-Megan C
Megan has been working really hard in class this week. She has been focused on improved her skills with
a protractor and has become a whizz with angles. Megan has also been taking responsibility for her learning and adding valuable contributions to class discussions. Well done Megan, keep up the great work!
Grade Four-Five Ms Patching/Mr Saddlier - Isaac P
For passing on his knowledge of angles learnt during a peer teaching session this week in maths this
week. Isaac was able to use his knowledge that he learnt during remote learning to help his peers boost
their understanding of the concept. Well done Isaac.
Grade Six Mr Johnstone– Max O’Donnell
Max has had an excellent week and has been showing the school value of ’Responsibility.’ He’s made a
determined effort and has taken control of his own learning this week and the quality of work reflects
that.

Community Information

Foundation Information Evening Dates:
Thursday 28th, October—Parent Information Session
Two.

Marong Primary School Foundation staff will conduct
an information session covering a wide range of questions that parents may have commencing with; ‘What
do I need to know before my child starts school?’
Tuesday 16th, November

9:00 - 10:00am

Tuesday 23rd, November

9:00 - 10:00am

Tuesday 30th, November

9:00 - 10:00am

Tuesday 7th, November

9:00 - 10:00am

Individual tours can be arranged at anytime by contacting the school. More details available on our school
website www.marong.vic.edu.au.

