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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
School Facilities Development  
Work is currently being undertaken to enable us to access the BER extension as soon as  
possible. I attended a site meeting this morning and indicated to the architect and contractors 
that access to the new section is essential due to the demolition of the double wooden  
classroom. This has impacted on our specialist programs and our OSHC program. No date for 
handover has been provided, but work is progressing and fingers crossed we wont be waiting too 
long. More information will be provided as soon as it is available.   
 
 

School Reports 
Please note that Semester One student reports will be sent home next week. Parent teacher  
interviews will be conducted later this term with dates and times to be advised.  
 
 

Staffing news 
Mr Riordan has been on parental leave this week and will return on Monday. Cara Schwenke 
has been relieving Matt in the classroom for the last week of term two and this week as well. I 
want to thank Cara for her work during this time, it is greatly appreciated. 
 
I am pleased to advise our community that Jessica Whatley has joined our staff and will be  
implementing our STEM program for all students. Already Jessica’s lessons have been a hit, the 
experimentation with exploding lunch bags has engaged and delighted the students. Welcome 
Jess! 
 
School Council Meeting 
The next meeting of School Council will be held on at 7pm here at the school on Wednesday, 
July 28th. 
 
Head Lice Notification 
Families are advised that Head Lice are active in our community at the current time. Please 
check your children’s hair and apply appropriate treatment if required. 
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July  
23rd:              Music Is Fun- Cost $10 per student 
28th :                          Divisional Football carnival 

                                  School Council Meeting 7pm 
August     
9th:                             School Review Commences  
 



 

 

Divisional Football Carnival 
The Divisional Football Carnival will be held at the  
Kennington Primary School on Wednesday, July 28th. 
We will combine with students from Lockwood Primary 
School to make up a team. Mr Johnstone and I will select 
the players from our Gr 5/6 students.  
We expect that we will be able to take up to ten students to 
this event. Players need to wear football shorts or sports 
shorts. Jumpers will be provided. The players need to bring 
their lunch, a drink bottle and plenty of snack food.  
Parents are welcome to attend as spectators. The first game is scheduled to start at 9:30am 

 
Helping Hands 
During the vacation the double wooden classroom was demolished. In order for this to occur 
we had to empty the rooms of the contents in a very short space of time. I wish to thank the 
following staff and parents who assisted with this process. Corbin Stacey, Jess Taylor, Chelsie 
Nickson, Rose Stewart, Christine Palmer ,Chris Lakey, Dean Carter, Rod Webster and Sean 
Bradley.  
Thank you all for your time and effort. 
 

 

Music is Fun 
This annual event will be held on Friday, July 23rd. The 
cost for this event will be $10 per  
student. 
Due to restrictions on numbers being seated in the hall 
and current DET regulations only staff and students will be 
permitted to attend this event. 
 

Russell Jeffrey 

Principal    
 
 

 



 

 

Walking School Bus. 
Due to changing availability for some our parent  
volunteers, there has been some changes to the  
frequency of our walking school bus. 
Those walking from the Golf Links estate will now do 
so on Wednesdays only. 
Those walking from the Discover Marong estate will 
continue Tuesday and Thursday as per usual. 
With our School Crossing becoming operational this 
year, our Walking School Bus has been quite  
successful. We have however, noticed a drop off in 
numbers during the colder months which is to be  
expected. Our success has largely been due to the  
support of our parent volunteers who willingly give up their time to ensure our students 
walk to school safely. 
We would love to see our WSB be sustainable and in order to do that the school welcomes 
any feedback on how we can continue to grow this initiative of our school. 
Please contact Mr Saddlier with any feedback and/or if you are able to assist our walking 
school bus. 

 
 

 
 
2022 FOUNDATION ENROLMENT ACTIVITIES 

 
 
FOUNDATION INFORMATION EVENING DATES 

Thursday 28th October Parent Information Session Two. 
Our Foundation staff will conduct an information session covering a wide range of 

questions that parents may have commencing with “What do I need to know before 
my child starts school?” 
 

FOUNDATION ORIENTATION PROGRAM DATES 
Tuesday 16th November 9.00 -10.00am 

Tuesday 23rd November 9.00 -10.00am 
Tuesday 30th November 9.00 -11.00am 
Tuesday 7th December 9.00 -11.00am 

 
OTHER INFORMATION 
Individual tours can be arranged at any time by contacting the school. More details 

available on our school website www.marong.vic.edu.au  

 
 
 
 



 

 

Grade Prep/One News 
Wow what an amazing start to term three! The kids have come back excited about seeing their 
friends and teachers and ready to learn.  
Over the next eight weeks in reading, we will introduce and recap eight reading strategies to 
help students improve their reading. This week we introduced the strategy Eagle Eye, which 
means to ‘look at the picture for a clue to help you work out the word.’ We also have a focus 
on fairytales and nursery rhymes which will be covered during both reading and writing. 
Hence, why we will be dressing up as our favourite character from a fairytale to celebrate 100 
days of school in a couple of weeks.  
Our focus in Smart Spelling for preps was the ‘sh’ digraph, while the grade ones focused on 
the ‘ow’ digraph. Both grades completed activities and explored words with these digraphs.  
In mathematics we explored measurement and simple fractions along with lots of number  
revision. Look out there may be some mathematicians among us!  
We have also been busy learning and singing songs for Music is Fun ready for next week! 
Great week this week, well done team! 

 
Miss O’Donoghue, Mrs Cook, Mrs Taylor and Mr Stacey 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Grade Two/Three News 
Welcome Back to Term Three! 
We hope you have had a safe and restful holiday! 
 
Writing: This week students have been looking at how Dreamtime Stories are structured and 
have tried their hand at writing their own.  
 

Reading: We have reviewed our previous reading strategies including predicting, inferring, 
identifying genre, accurately retelling a story and independent reading.  
 

Numeracy: This week we have enjoyed learning about multiplication and how we can use 
grouping of items or repeated addition to solve an equation. 
 

Take care! 
Mr Riordan and Ms Roediger 

 
 
 



 

 

Grade 4/5 & 6 News  
It has been great to see 
everyone back this 
week in Grade 4/5/6. 
Everyone has come 
back  
refreshed from the 
break and ready to 
learn. In reading and 
writing, we have taken 
our learning down the 
path of poetry. There 
are some great poets 
emerging amongst us 
with some fantastic rhythm and rhyme seen. In maths, we have been working on our algebra 
skills and have begun to investigate units of volume and capacity. 
 
Everyone is very excited about our integrated studies this term which focuses on the Olympic 
games. Already we have begun creating our own countries which  we will compete, later in the 
week. As well as learning about the history of the games and meanings behind some of the 
symbols, we have also looked at some great examples of sportsmanship and had some very  
insightful discussions about how far we would go to win and under what circumstances we 
would give up winning to help someone else.  
 
Good luck to all our competitors for Friday's first event of the Marong Olympics.  

 
Mr Johnstone, Miss Cooney, Ms Patching and Mr Saddlier. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

STEM NEWS 
This week in STEM we turned our classrooms into science labs! Chemical Science will be our 
ongoing theme for the term, so we spent some time discussing safety and appropriate behaviour 
when conducting experiments. Students were also introduced to some new pieces of science 
equipment such as beakers, flasks, safety glasses and test tubes! 
Grade 4/5 students explored the concept that gases take up space. We demonstrated this by 
creating “Exploding Lunch Bags”. This activity certainly went off with a bang! During our  
second “explosion” students had to improve their experiment to result in a faster reaction time. 
Check out the action shots as we ran away from our exploding bags! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Grade Six students conducted an experiment using two different strengths of acid to find 
out which one produced the most gas when mixed with bi-carb soda. We were able to capture 
the gas in balloons and compare their size. We also took note of the time taken for the reactions 
to complete. I was really impressed with the enthusiasm, effort and engagement shown during 
this activity. Keep up the incredible work Grade Six! 
 

 

 



 

 

Grade Prep/One have been focussing on making and recording observations and Grade 2/3 
have taken it a step further with making predictions as well as observations.  We completed an 
investigation known as Rainbow Milk. It was great to see everyone so engaged and enthusiastic 
with the activity. We added food dye drops to milk and then predicted what would happen 
when we added dishwashing liquid with a cotton bud.  

 

 

I thoroughly enjoyed my first week at Marong Primary School and really look forward to getting 
to know everyone more each week as we discover and learn together.  

 

Miss Whatley  



 

 

CELEBRATING NAIDOC WEEK AT MPS  

Wominjeka! Welcome!  
(woman-jeeka)  

Every year NAIDOC (National Aborigines and 
Islanders Day Observance Committee) Week is 
held during the school holidays, we have cho-
sen to celebrate it week one of term three.  
The theme for NAIDOC Week this year is ‘Heal 
Country’. Country is inherent to First Nation 
People’s identity. It sustains their lives in every 
aspect - spiritually, physically, emotionally, 
socially, and culturally.  
It is more than a place.  
When they talk about Country it is spoken of 
like a person. Country is family, kin, law, lore,  
ceremony, traditions, and language. For Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples it has been this 
way since the dawn of time.  
Through their languages and songs, they speak to 
Country; through their ceremonies and traditions 
they sing to - and celebrate Country – and Country 
speaks to them.  
 

Nattai Carter in year five from Yorta Yota Country 
wrote a letter to Mr Jeffery asking if MPS could 
take time to celebrate NAIDOC week with a  
smoking ceremony and Cultural Activities. We 
were lucky to have the local KESO  
(Koorie Engagement Support Officer) to support 
and guide us. We started the day with Nattai  
leading us in an Acknowledgement of Country and 
then a KESO Yota Yota man explained and lead us 
through a Smoking Ceremony. The students then 
rotated through seven different activities:  
Traditional games, artefacts, dance, plants,  
Storytelling and art.  
A HUGE thank you to Nattai, the KESO Team – 
Jess, Danni, Renee & Simon, the incredible,  
adaptable and enthusiastic MPS teaching team and 
ALL the MPS students who actively participated with 
such positive attitudes!  
Batak (Take Care)  
Sarah Roediger  
ATSIC Coordinator  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

Chaplains Corner 
 
 
Katie 
 
 
 
 
 
OSHC News 
Just a quick reminder that making and cancelling bookings are essential. As we adhere to 
strict ratios we ask parents to notify the school or myself if your child can't attend their 
scheduled booking. Once we are fully booked and we have a cancellation we are then able to 
utilise this spot to someone else for that day. This will also assist us with staffing  
arrangements and catering purposes.  
Thank you for your understanding and assistance with this.  
Chelsie.  
 
 
Breakfast Club News 
 
 
 
Parents Club News 
Welcome back to Term Three! School beanies are still available for pre orders on Qkr and we 
are expecting delivery this week. As soon as they hit our hands, we will send them home with 
the students. Lunch orders are running as normal, reminder that no late orders can be 
 accepted at the shop or office. Cookie Dough is back for Term Three, stay tuned for more  
details! That's it from us, any questions, feedback or fundraising ideas, please send us an 
email on parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com. 
 

 
 

mailto:parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com


 

 

MARC NEWS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The main aims of the foundation are: 

*to help with awareness of personal safety through encouraging children to speak out 

against bullying 

*to support disadvantaged children to help them reach their full potential. 
 
The MARC Library has been incredibly lucky to be chosen by the Terry Floyd Foundation to  
receive $2,000 worth of books. The foundation teams up with Dymocks Children’s Charities 
who match every dollar that the foundation gives.  The Terry Floyd Foundation work tirelessly 
to support children, especially in regional areas. I encourage you to look into their work via 
their website or Facebook page. 
I will be posting updates regarding book arrivals!  
To express our thanks I am leaving some fundraising ribbons at each school. These ribbons are 
$2 each. All money raised goes directly to the foundation. 



 

 

 

Marong Primary School 
Students of the Week 

Marong Primary School ‘Students of the Week’ are recognised for demonstrating our school 
values of ‘Responsibility,’ ‘Honesty’ and ‘Respect.’  We acknowledge the following students 
for their efforts this week: 
 

 

Grade Prep/One S– Laura W 
Laura has improved in leaps and bounds in terms of her writing. She has been very honest 
with her effort in creating a description piece of her troll in our fairy tale writing unit. Laura 
has also shown confidence in her numeracy, focusing on numbers 10-20 and has been able to 
represent these numbers in multiple ways. Well done Laura. 
 

Grade Prep/One C/T-Riley W 
Congratulations to Riley for demonstrating all of our school values. Riley is always kind,  
respectful and hard working. We love your positive attitude Riley, fantastic effort! 
 
 

Grade Prep/One O- Izsak H 
We have loved welcoming Izsak into our classroom this term and are proud to have him as a 
member of P/1 O. He has been brave and enthusiastic about his learning and made plenty of 
friends. Our class is excited to get to know him better over the year and he is already showing 
he follows the school values well. Keep up the good work Izsak J  
 
Grade Two/Three SR- Zach A  
Congratulations to Zach! You continuously demonstrate the Values - Honesty and Respect. 
You are a kind friend to everyone at Marong Primary School and the first to welcome anyone 
into your games. It has been wonderful to see you working hard on taking Responsibility for 
you own learning and your belongings. We love your sense of humour, your passion for numer-
acy and your unique perspectives. Keep up the EXCEPTIONAL work!  
 

Grade Two/Three R - Millah M  
Millah consistently demonstrates all school values in and out of the classroom. Not only does 
she apply herself to all areas of learning with a positive attitude, Millah is always respectful, 
reliable and responsible. Congratulations Millah, you are a delight to have in the classroom! 
 
Grade Four/Five C–  Will H 
Will has been a superstar this week. He has come back for term 3 eager to learn and is  
applying himself in all subjects. Will has participated well in our NAIDOC week activities and 
always polite and courteous to all classroom visitors, staff and students. Keep up the awesome 
work Will! 
 

Grade Four/Five P/S - Nattai C  
For demonstrating all of our school values. Our entire school enjoyed partaking in some  
wonderful activities for NAIDOC Week due to the letter that Nattai wrote to our School Council. 
His thought provoking letter inspired significant action and our class is very proud of Nattai for 
this effort. Well done Nattai on delivering the ‘Acknowledgement of Country’ so proudly too. 
 
Grade Six J-Isabella W 
Izzy has come back from holidays and has continued on from her fantastic first semester. Izzy 
is flourishing in her leadership role and continually displays the school values and is always 
willing to lend a helping hand. Izzy is easy to approach and worked well with the younger years 
with our NAIDOC activities. Well done Izzy, keep up the great work.  


