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SEPTEMBER 2021

5th Oct: School Review - Validation Day

16th Sep: Last day of term - 2:30pm dismissal.

20th Oct: School Review - Fieldwork Day

OCTOBER 2021

21st Oct: School Review– Fieldwork Day

4th October: Term Four Commences

NOVEMBER 2021 - Final Panel Day

RESPECT

RESPONSIBILITY

HONESTY

From the Principal’s Office
Dear Parents and Carers,

Safety Arrangements at Marong Primary School
Thank you to everyone in our community for observing safety protocols when visiting our office or at pick up and
drop off times. The current Delta strain of COVID circulating in many parts of the country has potential to affect
younger people by being attentive to safety guidelines is the best course of action for us to take.

As a reminder of things you can do please note the following:
Face Masks
Please wear a face mask when on school property, this includes our parking areas and perimeter footpaths at pick up
and drop off times.

Sign In
Sign in using the QR code system if attending our office on essential business.

Office Visits
Please only enter our office if you have essential business to attend to. In addition please observe social distancing
whilst in this space.

Pick up Times
If your child is attending on site please ensure you collect them from school at the earliest possible time during the
day, when you are available to supervise them at home.
Thank you in anticipation of your support with our safety requests.

From the Principal’s Office Cont’d…

School Staffing
To maximise the ability for our classroom teachers to reach their class groups on a daily basis we have established
a roster that includes our specialist teachers and teachers aides to supervise students on-site. Via their assistance
we are able to allow class teachers to focus on Zoom conferencing, teaching and welfare checks etc. I wish to
acknowledge our specialists and aides for their support. I also want to thank our classroom teachers for their great
efforts, which they have continued to apply from the beginning of Lockdown 1 in 2020.

NAPLAN Results
Announcements about the overall Victorian NAPLAN results were made by the Minister of Education earlier this
week. However I need to advise parents of students in Grades three and five that schools are expecting their
NAPLAN reports to arrive next week. There are some administrative procedures that need to be attended to once
they are onsite, once completed we will distribute the individual reports to families as soon as practical.

Facilities Update
The current lockdown is having an impact across the state as we are all aware. Due to new restrictions only five
workers are permitted on site on a daily. This obviously means a slowing down of the works which is unfortunate,
but at least some work is continuing. An updated landscaping plan was released this week and workers on site
have been implementing some aspects of this plan. Mulch has been placed between the ELC and PAC, a sand pit
installed and earthworks are being undertaken. We anticipate having access to additional space in the very near
future, as there is an intention to move the safety fences back as much as possible once some of the landscaping
works is completed.

School Review
Current restrictions prohibit DET personnel from visiting schools. Consequently our School Review has been postponed until term four. The validation day will take place on Tuesday October 5 th, day two of term four. Additional
dates for this process are listed in the Diary Dates section of the newsletter.

AFL Competition - Pick the Winner!
With AFL finals commencing tonight I am announcing a competition for a bit of fun. The competition requires
you to pick the team you think will win the AFL grand final in 2021 and also declare the winning margin. There is
NO cost to enter, however there will be prizes.
To enter see my post on DOJO, make a reply comment, including the name of the team you think will win and the
margin. Eg: Melbourne 48 points. (You are not required to name their opponents). Good luck.
Mr J

Russell Jeffrey

Principal
Parent’s Club News
School beanies remain available for order on Qkr. Any orders will be fulfilled when we get back to
school. Lunch orders - what a debacle! Orders made for August 20 will be delivered first chance we get,
no new orders will be accepted at the moment. Cookie Dough orders are now complete, and there were
heaps! Thanks so much for your ongoing support, we have reached out to the teachers to see exactly
what they want/need in the classrooms so we can supply the funds to help out. Delivery is currently
booked for cookie dough for Thursday September 9, keep an eye out in here and on Facebook for any
updates to that. Any questions, yell out. That's it from us, any questions, feedback or fundraising ideas, please send us an email on parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com.

School Uniform
Please be advised that due to an increase in supply cost the cost of uniform has increased. New pricing
has now been upload to Qkr and also the Marong Primary School website.
SunSmart Policy
As spring approaches and we are experiencing some
warmer days, we’d like to remind parents/carers that the
SunSmart at Marong Primary School requires students to
wear a hats when the UV index reaches three. Now might
be the time to have your child bring a hat to school and
store it in their lockers until it’s required.

Building Works
Construction is continuing on the new OSHC/Art area and landscaping has also commenced this week,
starting with the construction of our new sandpit. Works in the new classrooms are also coming along
as we eagerly anticipate shifting in sometime soon.

Grade Prep/One News
It has been fantastic to see everybody’s work coming through on Class Dojo and all of the effort being put into both remote learning
and also from the students at school.
This week our spelling focus is the word ‘thumb’ and the digraph ‘or’ (as in fork). We have continued our writing theme of ‘Dinosaurs’
and continued to develop our reading tool belt by practicing all of our reading strategies, including ‘Stretchy Snake’ and ‘Skippy Frog’.
During our writing lessons this week we have looked at all things ‘Dinosaur’. We have had a go at making our own fossils, writing a
recipe and we also got to make our own dinosaur. It was great to hear about the different materials everybody used.
In Numeracy we have been working on ‘Patterns’. We have learned to make our own patterns and developed our skills by naming the
pattern. We have also worked on ‘Data’ and the different ways we can collect and display data, such as tally marks and graphs.
Keep up the great work!

Zoom Antics

Grade Two/Three News
With just a change of setting, we are still working hard to get the most out of our learning. We have been super impressed with the work we are seeing online, understanding the effort students are going to when learning from home.
We have been enjoying connecting together via our daily Zoom meetings and so very thankful to see some smiling
faces on the other end. Students have been enjoying creating their own inferencing scenes for reading in their home,
leaving clues for others to make an inference and conclusion about what was happening in their scene.
This week, students have been learning to;
Reading – read with improving fluency and make an inference using the clues from a text.
Writing – to write a procedural text using the correct structure by creating their own ‘Weird but Wonderful Sandwich’.
Numeracy – to multiply numbers and show different strategies to solve different equations as well as conduct chance
and probability experiments.
Spelling – to spell homophones and use in the correct sentence.
Integrated studies – to understand irreversible change and states of matter.
A big thankyou to all the amazing parents and carers at home for all the help and support you are showing at home.
You are all doing a great job! Looking forward to seeing everyone back in the classroom sometime soon!
Mr Riordan and Ms Roediger

Grade 4/5 & 6 News
Remote learning has officially kicked off again and the senior school have absolutely smashed it.
Our literacy lessons have been focusing on our reading goals and responding to prompts. Our writing has been focusing
on information reports, everyone has been working extremely hard on improving and editing our pieces using the checklists.
The focus in numeracy has been fractions, decimals and percentages. Everyone’s favourite! We have been looking at floor
plans, budgets and calculating prices of items after taking off percentages.
As the weather is starting to turn and Spring is teasing us, try and get outside as much as you can!
Overall as a grade 4/5/6 team we are very proud of everyone’s effort, those on-site and those doing remote learning. We
thank you all for your patience and understanding.
Great week 4/5/6’s!
Mr Johnstone, Mr Saddlier, Miss Cooney, Miss Patching

Chaplain’s Chat

As we endure our 7th lockdown and close in on our second year of living with COVID, people have formed various coping strategies, and tried their best to see the positive side of spending more time at home. I would love to write a book on
ways to cope with COVID, ways to manage, things to do, or not to do. But for today, I’m just going to share with you a
few pointers that I have come across and learnt, as a person whose life revolves around wellbeing.

1.

Limit the time you spend watching the news and engaging with social media. These forums are good for gaining information and communicating, but they can also cause unnecessary anxiety and doubt in our minds. I deleted all my social media accounts last year, and never looked back. I’m definitely not saying this is the solution, it’s just my personal
experience, however, setting boundaries on when you read the latest COVID statistics, or read negative news articles, may
be more beneficial than you realise.

2.

Allow yourself to do things that make you happy. I will often get children who struggle with anxiety and negative
thoughts, to identify all the things that make them happy in life and bring them joy. It’s good to spend time doing these
things, and allow ourselves to be happy doing them. If you enjoy exercising, watching your favourite reality TV show or
reading a good book, take time out to do these activities unashamedly.

3.

Talk and reach out to those you trust. If we are feeling overwhelmed, burdened, or burnt out, a great strategy is to
phone a close friend, or send a message to someone you love, and become vulnerable in sharing your struggles. You will
often find you are not the only one finding things hard, and you will also often find that just speaking things aloud or
writing them down, can release built up pressure and anxiety inside of you. Alternatively, you can access professional
and confidential help through these services:

Beyond Blue Coronavirus Mental Wellbeing Support Service

1800 512 348

Outside School
Hours Care

Marong Primary School
Outside School Hours Care 2021
(OSHC)
Before School Care
Service Times: 7am – 08:45am
Cost: $15* per session (before Centrelink rebate)
Breakfast supplied

After School Care
Service Times: 3:30pm – 6pm
Cost: $20* per session (before Centrelink rebate)
Afternoon tea supplied

All Day Care (Curriculum Days)
Service times: 08:45am – 5pm
Cost: $30* per session (before Centrelink rebate)
Permanent and casual bookings can be accommodated.
Co-ordinator: Chelsie Nickson
While exploring activities such as science, role play, cooking experiences and creativity expression, we follow the Early
Years Learning Framework and My Time, Our Place.

Breakfast Club
News

Friday mornings
8:30-8:45
On Miss O’s decking.

Marong Primary School ‘Students of the Week’ are recognised for demonstrating our school values of
‘Responsibility,’ ‘Honesty’ and ‘Respect.’ We acknowledge the following students for their efforts this week:
Grade Prep-One Mr Stacey - Bailey N
Bailey has been working tremendously hard during remote learning and is clearly enjoying the hands on
activities. Her home made fossils were very impressive. Keep up the great work Bailey!
Grade Prep-One Mrs Cook/Mrs Taylor– Sophie K
You have shown great ‘Responsibility’ whilst learning from home and have demonstrated persistence
throughout the week. We are very proud of your increased writing stamina as well as the quality of the
writing produced.
Super effort Sophie!
Grade Prep/One O’Donoghue– Skyla W
I am so impressed with Skyla’s effort in remote learning. She has completed work at a great standard and has shown
resilience in transitioning to learning from home. Keep up those wonderful work samples and I look forward to seeing you work hard again back in the classroom. Keep it up Skyla!
Grade Two-Three Ms Roediger– Milla L
Congratulations to Milla! You continuously demonstrate all of Marong Primary School Values - Responsibility, Honesty and Respect. I have been SUPER impressed to see you take Responsibility for your own learning, the way you
bump up your work and add in a bit of humour! Well done Milla, keep up the EXCEPTIONAL work!
Grade Two-Three Mr Riordan– Millah M
For demonstrating ‘Responsibility’ in her learning this week and all year! Millah has shown that she is confident,
persistent and always willing to put in her best effort to produce her best work. I have been super impressed with
Millah’s learning at home and understanding the effort she is putting into her learning has been great to see. Thanks
for all your hard work at home! Well done MIllah!

Grade Four-Five Miss Cooney– Angus A
Angus has been working really hard at home this week. He has been submitting work every day and putting great
detail into all tasks. He has shown improvement in his writing by implementing some of the aspects we focused on
last week into his information report this week. Keep up the amazing work Angus!
Grade Four-Five Ms Patching/Mr Saddlier– Sharnie M
For displaying the school value of ‘Responsibility’. Sharnie has been working hard during remote learning, uploading set tasks and taking on feedback from her teachers. Well done Sharnie.

Grade Six Mr Johnstone-William T
Congratulations Will, you should be extremely proud of your efforts during remote learning because I have been
blown away by your work this week. Will’s dedication to his learning has been fantastic and always does what is
asked of him and to a really high standard. Well done Will, keep up the great work legend!

Marong Primary School
Foundation Enrolment Activities 2022
Foundation Information Evening Dates
Thursday 28th, October—Parent Information Session Two
Marong Primary School Foundation staff will conduct an
information session covering a wide range of questions
that parents may have commencing with; ‘What do I
need to know before my child starts school?
Tuesday 16th, November

9:00 - 10:00am

Tuesday 23rd, November

9:00 - 10:00am

Tuesday 30th, November

9:00 - 10:00am

Tuesday 7th, November

9:00 - 10:00am

Individual tours can be arranged at anytime by
contacting the school on 54352288.
More details available on our school website
www.marong.vic.edu.au.

Community Information

