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From the Principal
Dear Parents/Caregivers,
The school was advised today that a grade 1/2 student has returned a positive result following a rapid antigen test.
As a consequence the student and their family, as close contacts, will be in isolation for seven days. All other students can continue to attend school. The family concerned took the appropriate action and notified the school as
quickly as possible, which was greatly appreciated. A note with more information about what responses are required, who needs to isolate and contact details for help desks etc. was sent to families via Classroom Dojo this afternoon. Please take the time to read through this document and familiarise yourself with the content. I have listed
below some very important points that we are asking our community to comply with:
1

Rapid antigen test packs are available from the school and staff and students are recommended to undertake a test twice a week. Sundays and Wednesdays are good days to do this.

2

If a positive result shows up the person concerned must self isolate. In addition any close contacts who have
spent four or more hours with this person must also self isolate.

3

Any student exhibiting Covid like symptoms should remain home and be undertake a RAT or PCR test.

4

Masks are to be worn by students from grade three up during class times, unless an exemption applies.

5

It is essential that our community do our absolute best to keep the school as safe as possible. There are some
students who have underlying health conditions that could become quite serious if they were to be infected
with Covid.

Moyra O’Donoghue
I wish to inform parents that one of our teachers, Moyra O’Donoghue was involved in a car accident on Tuesday
afternoon. Fortunately Moyra is okay, however she did receive some nasty friction burns from her seat belt, multiple bruises and cuts. This was very much a serious accident and the outcome could have been significantly worse.
Moyra informs me that one of the first people to go to her aid was a Marong PS parent, who is also a nurse and I
want to convey our gratitude to the parent concerned and any others who quickly responded to give assistance to
Moyra. I am sure all our students, staff and parents will be pleased to know that Moyra will make a full recovery.
She will be on leave until the end of this week and all being well, she will be able to return to duty next week.

From the Principal Cont’d…
Building Project
Over the last week or so landscaping has commenced with lots of trees ad shrubs being planted around the school.
The retractable seating system has been installed in the Performing Arts Centre and is quite an amazing piece of
engineering. It takes just 1minute and 11 secs approx to roll out the 220 seats. Packing up is also very quick and it
is hard to believe that once packed up the seating system protrudes less than 2 metres out from the back wall. The
Outside School Hours Care room is completed and we are hopeful this building and the PAC will be handed over
to the school in the near future.

Lunch and Snack Packaging
Last year the amount of rubbish strewn around the playground on any given week was quite disappointing. This
year we want to strive to keep our school environment as neat and tidy as possible. This year we want to encourage parents to pack snacks such as biscuits, potato chips, sultanas etc. in re-usable containers, labelled with the
students name. All schools have a responsibility to promote healthy eating habits and to promote the importance
of looking after our environment. The use of reusable containers for snacks and lunches will be a great way to encourage good habits that will reduce the rubbish levels noted in previous years.

School Nurse
Parents of Prep students are advised that the DET provides a school nurse for schools so that a screening program
can be undertaken to assess if their maybe any unidentified health, hearing or sight issues. The Prep screening program that is offered is free of charge for prep students. Our school nurse, Denise Watson will provide packs to be
sent out to families of prep students early this term. For a child to participate in the program they must have parent permission. The packs contain permission forms and more details about the program itself.

Music is Fun
The Music is Fun program has been postponed once again, due to the current Covid situation. The performers
come from Adelaide and they are hopeful that travelling interstate will become easier later this year. At this point
in time we are scheduling the MIF program for mid term three.

Kind Regards,
Russell Jeffrey
Principal
Marong Primary School.

Disability Inclusion Profile
From the beginning of term four this year, our school began introducing some changes to help us
strengthen support for students with disability.
Disability Inclusion will help our school better understand what our students need to help them learn
and participate at school. It involves: a new Disability Inclusion Profile and school funding model to
strengthen support for students with disability more resources, training and coaching for our teachers
and school staff about the best ways to support students with disability.
From next year, the Disability Inclusion Profile will be available to help us identify the strengths,
needs, and educational adjustments we can make to assist students with disability and additional
learning needs.
The Disability Inclusion Profile replaces the Program for Students with Disabilities (PSD) application
process.
Over the coming years, we will invite families of students who are currently part of the PSD, and other students with disability and additional learning needs, to participate in a meeting to complete a
Disability Inclusion Profile.
We will use new school funding and supports for more training and professional development for
teachers and school staff, expert advice about disability, teachers and other staff to help plan and deliver changes for students, and resources to support learning.
The new Disability Inclusion approach ensures our school is better able to support students with disability and additional learning needs.
Marong Primary School is excited to be part of Disability Inclusion and we look forward to continuing
to support our students to learn and thrive.
If you have any questions about your child’s learning or Disability Inclusion, please contact Lindsey
White (Disability Inclusion Coordinator) or Russell Jeffrey (Principal).

Grade Prep
Wow what a start to the year!!!! We are so incredibly proud of all of our prep students and how well they
have transitioned into school.
In Smart Spelling this week our focus word was ‘cat’ and the sentence of the week was ‘The cat sat on the
mat.’
In Math we played number math games, listened to math songs and focused on the numbers 1-5.
We also completed handwriting activities with a focus on correct letter formation and many different name
activities.
All Prep students should be super proud of their achievements this week both academic and personal. We
are very, very thrilled to have had such wonderful start to the year. Keep it up!! Prep Team

Welcome to our Prep Class of 2022

Grades One/Two
What a wonderful start to the year. A happy bunch as soon as the walked into the new fresh classrooms, many of
them picking up where they left off last year, catching up with friends, being responsible for their property and
workspace and having fun at lunch and recess. This week was a lot of ice breaker activities, assessments and
‘Zones of Regulation’ strategies and connection to land by collecting natural resources to create our own Bunjil
Eagles.
They look fantastic!

Grades Three/Four
WE ARE BACK!
Just like that, week one is already done and dusted. It has been fantastic to be able to see everyone’s faces after a
well deserved break.
This week in the 3/4’s we have been getting to know each other, student’s and teacher’s combined.
For literacy we have been working on finding ‘good fit’ books for our reading and making and checking predictions in our readers. Our writing has seen us focusing on using adjectives, verbs and nouns to add impact to our
writing.
Numeracy focus has been number, which has seen us work on completing place value activities and games for
our first week back.
It’s been fantastic having everyone back and 3/4’s have had a blast!
Mr Johnstone and Miss Cooney.

Grades Five/Six
Welcome back to all students this year! We are excited for a great year ahead. Both classes have had a settled start to our
year and are enjoying seeing their friends again. We are seeing gradual changes to our school yard with all students excited to once again use the oval and other space within our school grounds. Not long now!
This week, we have set expectations for students in the classroom and in the yard. We have been working on setting our
reading expectations and learning more about the students and what they like to do. Students enjoyed going to Malone
Park to play some initiative and cooperative games in groups, working on their leadership and communication skills.
This week, students have been learning to;
Reading – set classroom expectations about reading, create a book display about authors, genres and book titles they enjoy
reading.
Writing – create their own autobiography, telling us all about themselves, family and what they love to do.
Numeracy – Addition – how to solve addition equations using different strategies.
ART – create a silhouette poster about themselves and what they love to do.
All teachers are looking forward to working closely with students and parents
this year. We are looking forward to meeting all parents at some stage this
term.
If you have any questions or concerns or would like to come in and say hello,
please don’t hesitate to do so.
Mr Riordan, Ms Gallagher and Mr Wardell.

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) News
Welcome back for 2022 and welcome to our new STEM classroom! It’s going to be a massive year in
STEM and I can’t wait for everyone to have the opportunity to experiment, design, build and explore
all that our dedicated STEM room has to offer!

Our grade 3/4 and 5/6 students had the opportunity to carry out some chemical science experiments at
our new lab benches. It was great to see all the students using so many of the scientific inquiry skills we
focussed on last year. Measuring, observing, and recording just to name a few. We look forwarding to
welcoming our Prep and Grade 1/2 students back into the formal STEM program next week.

Outside School
Hours Care
Lovely to see our OSHC students return to school this week and to welcome students new to the
program.
OSHC operates between 7am - 8:40am and 3:30—6:00pm school days. For more details and enrolment
information, please contact the school on 54352288.

Breakfast Club
There will be no Breakfast Club tomorrow. Watch this space for further information over the coming weeks.

Chaplains Corner

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome both new and returning students and their families.
The start of school can be both an exciting and challenging time for students and their parents. Students particularly can find it challenging in term one adjusting to a new classroom, teacher and classmates and being away
from family and friends; not to mention the added pressure that everyone has been experiencing over the past two
years.
I would like to remind parents that I am available and accessible to support both students and their families in my
role as School Chaplain and Welfare Officer.
Can you please ensure that you complete and return the Chaplaincy Programme Consent Form (if you haven't
already done so during last term) so that I can provide 1:1 support to your child if required.
If you have any questions regarding my role and available support, please don't hesitate to contact myself or the
school leadership team.
Wishing you all the best for the coming year.
Marc Cowan
School Chaplain

Chinese
2022 Year of the Tiger

Prep - Hamish M
Hamish has demonstrated confidence when starting his first week of Prep. He has come in each day ready to learn,
listen and take responsibility for his learning. He is already showing great leadership and is kind to his fellow peers.
Well done Hamish, you are a super start!!! Keep up the hard work!

Grade One/Two Stacey - Millie H
Millie was full of confidence as soon as she walked in the door on day one. Easily talking to her old classmates and
helping new ones while in the class and during PE. I see many opportunities for her to be our classroom leader as the
term progresses. Great start Millie!

Grade One/Two Sarah - Leo M
CONGRATULATIONS Leo on having a fantastic attitude first week back at school. I have been SO impressed with
how you quietly unpack and set up all the chairs every morning without being asked. I am looking forward to getting
to know you better and seeing all your amazing superpowers over the school year. Well done on showing Responsibility so early on - it is a pleasure to have you in the class, keep up the exceptional work!

Grade One/Two O’Donoghue - Alisha R

Alisha has settled into her new classroom with such confidence and eagerness. She has been a great classroom leader and caring teammate. I'm excited to get to know her even more throughout the year.

Grade Three/Four C - Draven S
Congratulations Draven on a super start to grade 4! Draven has come to school every day this week with a positive
attitude and motivation to learn. Keep up the awesome work this year Draven.

Grade Three/Four J - Campbell N
Congratulations Campbell. Well done on a fantastic first week back for 2022, you have settled in nicely and have
shown yourself to be a wonderful member of 3/4 J. Super effort, great work Campbell.

Grade Five/Six R - Scarlotte R
For showing ‘Respect’ and ‘Responsibility’ in her learning this week. Scarlotte has been super impressive in the classroom, producing some wonderful work when writing her autobiography. I have loved getting to know Scarlotte and
all the wonderful things she can do. She has shown confidence when entering the classroom, she is always respectful
and putting in effort to all she does. Well done on a great first week Scarlotte.

Grade Five/Six G/W - Ruby W
A big congratulations to Ruby for being our first student of the week for 2022. Ruby has had an impressive start to the
school year and has demonstrated all our school values with pride. We are most impressed with her confidence in the
classroom tackling new tasks and settling into classroom routines. A perfect start Ruby. Keep up the great work!

