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Dear Parents and Carers,

Newsletter Changes
I wish to advise our community that the weekly school newsletter will now be circulated on
Fridays. This change has come about due to a range of factors. A Friday publication allows our
teachers a standard full week to decide on nominations for Students of The Week.
The choice of a Thursday publication relates back to a time when our school had less than sixty
students and the then business manager only worked in our office for two days per week. With
the growth of our enrolments, now in excess of one hundred and eighty the administration
workload has also increased, hence Rose Stewart will now compile our newsletter to free up time
for Loretta to focus on other admin tasks.
Parent or community submissions for inclusion in our newsletter will need to be provided to
Rose no later than 4pm on the Thursday prior to publication. The newsletter will be posted on
our website on Friday afternoons by 3pm and hard copies for those who request them will be
available at 3:30pm on Fridays.
Divisional Football Carnival
Yesterday a team of Grade 4/5/6 students from Marong PS combined to compete in the annual
schools football carnival, held at Kennington Primary School. The team played in four lead up
games and ultimately qualified for the grand final. In what can only be described as atrocious
conditions the team played like champions and ended up winning by the slim margin of two
points. This was the first time in at least twenty six years that a stand alone team representing
Marong Primary School has participated in the carnival. Traditionally we have combined with
Lockwood PS to form a team. I wish to congratulate our joint coaches Matt Riordan and David
Johnstone and of course most importantly our amazing team. Well done!

School Review
Due to the impact of Covid restrictions our school review has been postponed until restrictions
ease. Currently DET senior advisers are still in lockdown and working from home. Our Senior
Education Improvement Leader Chris Eeles has informed me that as well as being prohibited
from visiting schools, they are also not permitted to work in their offices. We remain hopeful
that restrictions will ease soon and our review will commence. During the course of the review I
anticipate that the reviewers will be keen to speak with parents as they gather information to
inform their understandings of our school. I will provide more information about potential
parent forums once we have permission to commence the review.
Russell Jeffrey
Principal

Grade Prep/One News
This week has certainly been a busy week across the three classrooms!
During Smart Spelling we have explored the “er, ea and ch” digraphs as in teacher and the ‘oo’
digraph as in moon.
Writing this week has led to learning all about the Olympic Games. It has been lovely to see
how all children have shown great interest and excitement whilst watching different events
and learning about its history.
During maths we have learnt about 2D and 3D shapes and their characteristics as well as
focused on subtraction and split addition. Stay tuned for next week’s news!
Miss O’Donoghue, Mrs Cook,
Mrs Taylor and Mr Stacey

Grade Two/Three News
It has been lovely to enjoy a full week back at school. Students have been settling in well,
getting back into the routine and normality. Each morning we have been starting the day
with an Acknowledgement of Country and then a Yarning Circle. A Yarning Circle is a part of
the Indigenous and Torres Strait Islander culture where everyone sits down, listens, and
speaks from the heart. This has been a lovely start to the day as we check in with each other
and get to know our friends better.
Writing: This week we have continued to enjoy the Olympic Games, as we develop our
understanding of Informative Text. We have looked in detail at all the elements that are
included within an Information Report and have even tried writing some short reports about
current Olympic athletes and their sport. This is all in preparation for students to research a
particular Olympic Sport in detail and then present it in a medium of their choice to the
class.
Reading: We have been very creative in our Reading responses this week as we found and
described similarities and differences between different cultures comparing Indigenous
Australian, Torres Strait Islander, Moroccan and our own culture. Initially we looked at
Jeannie Baker's book 'Mirror' and after much discussion about how the 2 boy's culture and
days were similar and different to each other. We then compared the book to our own lives.
Using the concept of Jeannie's medium of collage, we made a 'moment' in our lives using
only paper. Inspired by Indigenous Australian and Torres Strait Islander culture of passing
down stories and law through images, each student chose a family memory or story. They
then used Indigenous symbols to retell their story. What a creative bunch of students we
have!
Numeracy: It has been all about strategies this week as student's look at different ways they
can add on or subtract numbers starting anywhere. We have also been looking at different
techniques such an array, groups of and repeated addition to solve multiplication equations.
As always if there is anything we can do, please don't hesitate to reach out to us over Dojo.
Have a great week!
Mr Riordan and Ms Roediger

Grade 4/5 & 6 News
The 4/5/6’s have had an excellent full week back and have hit the ground running. In Literacy,
we have been focusing on information reports and improving our language features and
choices. So far we have looked at incorporating generalisations, comparisons and contrasts into
our reports.
For numeracy our grade 4/5/6’s have revisited our number and algebra and begun looking into
angles. The students have been working hard on prime and composite numbers, multiples and
factors, while also becoming familiar with our angles. Our students have been working hard on
finding and naming angles.
Our integrated studies are focusing on the Olympic Games. The focus has been looking at
different aspects of the games and how it is all possible. We have been researching and
comparing Olympic records, looking at research and design in Japan and our Minute to Win It
games have been a hit with our Egg Toss taking place last Friday for a gold medal.
Lastly, a BIG congratulations to the Marong P.S Football Team for participating and winning
the Sandhurst Division 3 competition played at Kennington P.S. Our boys and girls had a blast
and they have made us all very proud. Thank you to those that helped out and made it is
possible.

Marong Premiers

STEM NEWS
It was so great to see students engaging with hands on learning again in STEM! Prep/One’s
created some Fizzy Ice Reactions and focussed on making observations using their senses of
sight, hearing and touch. Grade 2/3’s followed an experimental procedure to create two
different types of test tube volcanoes. Using our developing observation skills, we compared
the two different types of volcanoes.

We also explored changes of state and reversible reactions in the form of freezing and melting.
We demonstrated this by making our own ice cream without a freezer! We had an incredibly
high success rate with the majority of students ice cream achieving an ice cream texture. It
was certainly a delicious experiment!

Miss Whatley

Chinese News
Grade Two to Six: The Tokyo Olympics are underway and our Aussie heroes are heating
up the atmosphere with their great performance. It is so exciting that we will host the
Summer Olympics in 2032. Kids are actually counting down and imagining what they
can/will do for the Brisbane Olympics when they are going to turn into their early
twenties. This week they discussed what Olympic mascots are and what cultural
symbols can well represent our history and culture. They designed unique mascots for
the Brisbane Olympic after they learned about some symbolic meanings of mascots for
the Beijing Summer and Winter Olympics and understood how to imbed the cultural
elements into their design. Don’t be surprised if you see an avocado koala, a surfing
platypus waving ‘hi’ to audiences, a surfing kangaroo eating vegemite, or a swimming
koala wearing vegemite ear rings. Our kids’ amazing imagination and brilliant and
creative ideas are greatly exceeding our fantasies.
Below are some of our students' stunning work.

Some students were curious about what I wore last
week, which was a coat with Chinese traditional
symbols on it. During the New Year celebration, Chinese
people like to wear some traditional costumes to heat up
the festive atmosphere. On this dress, there is a Chinese
opera artist fully dressed up with the plum blooms
decorated around which symbolises prosperity. The
lucky cloud symbols on the sleeves wish for good luck.
Yimin

2022 FOUNDATION ENROLMENT ACTIVITIES
FOUNDATION INFORMATION EVENING DATES
Thursday 28th, October Parent Information Session Two.
Our Foundation staff will conduct an information session covering a wide range of
questions that parents may have commencing with
“What do I need to know before my child starts school?”
FOUNDATION ORIENTATION PROGRAM DATES
Tuesday 16th November 9.00 -10.00am
Tuesday 23rd November 9.00 -10.00am
Tuesday 30th November 9.00 -11.00am
Tuesday 7th December 9.00 -11.00am
OTHER INFORMATION
Individual tours can be arranged at any time by contacting the school. More details available on
our school website www.marong.vic.edu.au

Chaplains Corner
This week, I have noticed a trend that is more startling the more I learn about it the detriments of screen time.
I’m going to be that person and go there, but hopefully with a positive twist.
As someone born in the early nineties, I grew up with dial up internet, and as one of four kids,
we took it in turns to use the family’s box-like computer every night. There was no such thing
as an iPhone until I was at University, and I’ve never owned an iPad. Things are different these
days however, and dare I say it, ‘times have changed’.
A recent study I read said that half of children under the age of eight, have their own tablet
device. Different research also shows that children from the age of two, are spending anywhere
from one to seven hours staring at a screen every day. Studies have shown that excessive
screen time can affect all aspects of an individual, including ability to concentrate, learn and
interact face-to-face.
What is there to do when screens have become such a large part of our everyday life? I don’t
believe the answer is to give up screens altogether. There is an important part that technology
plays in our lives, but I think we need to make definite choices to do activities every day, that
don’t involve screens. Invest in a passion that will take you away from your phone, start going
for a walk every day, read a book, experiment with art, play a board game, or just turn off the
TV when you’re eating dinner. The benefits may be small to start with, but they will definitely
be there and only increase over time.
Katie

ART SUPPLIES
We will be needing some old magazines, sewing paper patterns and other interesting papers
for cutting up to create some amazing collages for art.
We are also looking for some left over wools and thick threads if you have any that you would
like to donate. Please leave in the box near the office.
Thanks in advance
Brooke Ball

Book Club
Could all orders and payment please be returned to the
office by tomorrow.
Thank you

Parents Club News
Lunch orders are finally being
delivered this week, so orders
made for 16/7 will be
delivered tomorrow!
Already the end of week four!
Great to see some School beanies running around this week,
these are still available for order
on Qkr. Any orders will be fulfilled
the following school day
to your child's classroom.
Please accept our apologies for
this. Orders are back to normal
for next week and as always need
to be in before Wednesday 9am,
but maybe don't order too far ahead, we never know what's going to happen! Cookie
Dough orders are open and coming in hot! Separate instructions are attached to this newsletter or on facebook. Any questions, yell out. That's it from us, any questions, feedback or fundraising ideas, please send us an email on parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com.

MARC NEWS!

The main aims of the foundation are:
*to help with awareness of personal safety through encouraging children to speak out
against bullying
*to support disadvantaged children to help them reach their full potential.
The MARC Library has been incredibly lucky to be chosen by the Terry Floyd Foundation to
receive $2,000 worth of books. The foundation teams up with Dymocks Children’s Charities
who match every dollar that the foundation gives. The Terry Floyd Foundation work tirelessly
to support children, especially in regional areas. I encourage you to look into their work via
their website or Facebook page.
I will be posting updates regarding book arrivals!
To express our thanks I am leaving some fundraising ribbons at each school. These ribbons are
$2 each. All money raised goes directly to the foundation.

Marong Primary School
Students of the Week
Marong Primary School ‘Students of the Week’ are recognised for demonstrating our school
values of ‘Responsibility,’ ‘Honesty’ and ‘Respect.’ We acknowledge the following students
for their efforts this week:
Grade Prep/One S– Aidan B
Aidan has been very impressive this week. Working hard on his reading goals and strategies.
He has developed a great habit in editing his work. Looking for capital letters, full stops and
spelling mistakes, Aidan has improved his writing hugely. You have come a long way in your
confidence and sharing your work, keep it up!
Grade Prep/One C/T– Charlee G
Charlee for demonstrating confidence when working independently. This week Charlee showed
great confidence when writing independently about the Olympics and has tried really hard
implementing her digraph, sounds and letter knowledge.
Well done Charlee we are super proud of you!
Grade Prep/One O- James W
James has stepped up this week and has shown how attentive and mature he can be. I can
clearly see that he is putting in the effort and working hard to get all his work done and get the
best out of his learning.
I am loving seeing this from James and I hope he continues this amazing attitude!
Grade Two/Three SR- Myah S
A BIG CONGRATULATIONS to Myah! You continuously demonstrate all of Marong Primary
School Values - Responsibility, Honesty and Respect. You are a kind friend to everyone and the
first to welcome anyone into your games. I have been very impressed at the hard work you
have been putting into your writing - Well done! Keep up the EXCEPTIONAL work!
Grade Two/Three R - Jett A
For showing ‘Respect’ and “Responsibility’ in his learning this week. Jett has been showing
great focus in the classroom, working hard and putting in his best effort. Jett has been
fantastic all week. I am loving how you are giving everything a go and how kind and helpful
you have been to others. Well done on a super week, Jett.
Grade Four/Five C– Kallan H
Kallan has worked really hard this week. He has been focused during learning time and has
demonstrated all of our school values both in the classroom and out in the yard. Keep up the
great work Kallan.
Grade Four/Five P/S - Judd B
For displaying the school value of ‘Responsibility’. Judd has been working exceptionally well in
his spelling group sessions. He has been working hard to improve his knowledge of phonics
and helping his peers so they can improve also. Well done Judd!
Grade Six J- Allie G
Allie Grant – Allie has had an excellent week and is continuing to set a good example for her
peers. Allie’s work ethic and ability to stay on task has improved drastically and it’s showing in
the quality of work she is producing. Well done Allie, keep up the great work!

