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March - Mindful March

April

See the Wellbeing Page!
Mon 14th Labour Day Public Holiday

Wed 6th

Thurs 17th Book Club Orders Due

Fri 8th

School Cross Country
End Term One

Mon 28th Parents’ Club Meeting (Time TBA)
Wed 30th

School Council AGM and 2022

Council General meeting 7pm

RESPECT

RESPONSIBILITY

HONESTY

From the Principal
Dear Parents/Caregivers,
COVID Safe Plan
All DET schools are required to have a Covid Safety Management Plan. I have included an extract from our plan for
the information of parents and visitors. This information relates to vaccination status and the requirement to show
evidence of vaccinations upon entering the school. The wearing of masks is still required when entering a school
building and visitors should sign in, but QR codes are no longer applicable.
In Victorian government schools, parents, carers and other adult visitors (excluding students who visit a school to
complete a secondary school subject) who enter school buildings must be able to show evidence of two doses of
Covid-19 vaccine or have a valid medical exception.
The following limited exceptions also apply:
* when attending to administer medical treatment to their own child when the treatment cannot be administered by the school
* when attending to collect their child who is unwell and cannot leave the school building unaccompanied
by their parent/carer
* when attending for a momentary period that does not involve any sustained contact with staff or students,
for example, to collect a completed art project, collecting a packet of rapid antigen test or similar.
Proof of vaccination can be checked by a Covid-19 digital certificate (Service Victoria app or smartphone wallet) or
printed copy of a digital certificate or immunisation history statement.

Rapid Antigen Tests
We have a large supply of these tests available and are provided to parents free of charge. I wish to encourage all
families to maintain their diligence with regard to testing at home. Sunday and Wednesday are good days to
undertake tests. Please contact the office to access test kits.

School Council Elections
Parents are advised that the 2022 school council election process will commence on Friday March 11th . Nominations for vacant positions will open on this day. Nominations close on the 18 th of March at 4pm. School council is the
governing body of the school. Council oversees school finances, policy implementation, facilities development and
the council also coordinates sub committees such as fund raising, curriculum and environment sub committees. It is
a rewarding experience as each councillor brings their own valuable life skills and knowledge to the role. Our
council consists of eight parents, two DET reps and the principal.

From the Principal Cont’d…
Each year we call for nominations for vacant positions on council. This year we have four parent vacancies and
one teacher vacancy. There are four current councillors whose term of office expires this year. These members are
entitled to renominate. For our council to operate effectively it is essential that we fill all vacant positions. Our
council meets twice a term and we endeavour to make the time commitment no more than one and half hours
duration per meeting. Please consider nominating for our council. If you would like more information please
contact the principal, Russell Jeffrey.
Parent Reps whose term expires in March
2022
Jason McDonald
Corey Condick
Michelle Smith
Michael Scanlon
DET Reps whose term expires in March
2022
Moyra O’Donoghue

Parent Reps whose term expires in March
2023
Chris Lakey
Denise Munro
Dean Carter
Peter Pollock
DET Reps whose term expires in March
2023
Jake Saddlier

School Council Meeting
There will be an Annual General Meeting of School Council on Wednesday March 30 th commencing at 7pm. The
election of office bearers for the next term of office will take place during this meeting. This meeting will be
immediately followed by a general meeting of our 2022/23 council.

Thankyou
It is normal practice that at our end of year assembly that we acknowledge the service and support provided to
our school by our parents’ club and school council members. Unfortunately I inadvertently missed the opportunity to do this on the last day of term 2021, for which I apologise. With the annual general meetings occurring later
this month for both our school council and the parents’ club I want to take this opportunity to thank the members
of these important committees for all they did for our school in 2021. Parents’ club do amazing things in the best
interests of our students. They are incredibly supportive of our teachers providing them with funds to purchase
much needed classroom resources. Examples of some of the many things they have facilitated are listed below:
Management of our Friday lunch program, organised and implemented our Colour Run which was a major highlight last year. Parents Club provided funds to purchase library books, an I-Pad storage & charging trolley and
they organised our annual Mothers’ Day and Fathers’ Day stalls. School beanies became a part of our winter uniform and our camp costs were reduced for all families due to subsidies from Parents’ Club.
In 2021 in addition to overseeing the implementation and ratification of a large number of mandatory school policies our, school council members assisted with removalist tasks on a number of occasions, as we shuffled
furniture here and there and in and out of containers to enable the builders to undertake the construction works
of our new facilities. In term four we had two councillors involved in our school review process and their input
was highly appreciated by the school reviewer. Due to Covid, council meetings predominately were held on-line
which was a challenge in itself but to their credit councillors maintained their interest and input to discussions
and decision making processes.
On behalf of our staff, students and parents I extend our thanks and gratitude to every member of our 2021 parents’ club and school council. Your achievements were enormous and very much appreciated.

School Resources Levy
A reminder to parents that the school resources levy is now due. The costs are as follows;
Prep -2 students $170 per child
Gr 3-6 students $195 per child

From the Principal Cont’d…
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
Parents who are holders of health care cards are entitled to apply for financial assistance via the DET’s Camps,
Sports and Excursions fund. These funds are held by the school to help pay for activities that your child
participates in. Application forms are available from our office. Please collect as soon as possible as there is a cut
of date fro submitting them.

Parents Club
Annual General Meeting Monday, March 28 th time to be advised.

Shade Sail Grant
Marong Primary School has successfully applied for a shade sail grant via the DET SmartyGrants program. The
school will receive $23,900 to erect a shade sail between the portable building closest to the oval and the new
OSHC building. This shaded area will be available for use as an outdoor learning space once erected. This project
is anticipated to be completed by the 31st of May.

Get Thinking! Mathematical Problems
There are three dalmatian puppies: Spot, Socks and Patches. Spot has fewer spots than Socks, but more spots
than Patches. Which puppy is the spottiest?
Answer: Spot has less spots than Socks, but more than Patches. Therefore Patches has the least number of spots and Socks has
the most spots!
I was 27 the day before yesterday and next year I’ll be 30. When is my birthday?
Answer: This person’s birthday is on the 31st of December. Assume they asked this question on the 1 st of January this year.
Then the yesterday mentioned will be the 31st of December 2021 and the day before this is the 30 th of December. On this day
they were 27. On the 31st they turned 28. Hence on Jan 1st they are 28 and they will turn 29 on the 31 st of December 2022.
Which means they will turn 30 in 2023 – Next Year!
This Week’s Problem
How many 2s appear as digits in the range 1 – 100?
Can you add up all the numbers between 1 and 10 in less than 3 seconds.
If you can try adding all the numbers between 1 ad 100 in less than 5 seconds.
Answers next week!

Russell Jeffrey
Principal
Marong Primary School

Asthma Plans
If you’re child is flagged as asthmatic on the Department of Education system (as advised at the time
of enrolment), your child will have received a copy of an Asthma Australia Action Plan.
Whilst it is a requirement that the plan is signed off by a doctor, it is important for us to have details
relating to your child’s asthma, triggers, prevention and treatment at school and particularly so if your
child is attending Marong PS for the first time. If a doctor’s appointment cannot be immediately
arranged to complete the form, please provide an Asthma Action Plan for the school anyway. A form
signed-off by a doctor can be provided at a later date.
All school staff are trained and accredited in asthma management.

Book Club
Could all orders and payment please be returned by the 17th March to ensure delivery before the
school holidays.

School Building Works

CSEF - Camps, Sports and Excursion Funds

Grade Prep
During Smart Spelling our focus word was ‘sun’ and the sentence was ‘The sun was up, but it was not
hot.’ We focused on the letters and sound in the word sun however, also looked at the word ‘was’ and
how the letter ‘a’ is making an ‘o’ sound.
During Math we learnt about subitising and how our brain needs to look at a small collection and then
quickly give a numeral response. We also focused on position and directional language and loved playing a game where we got to ‘sit on top’ of the table, or lay ‘under’ the table.
During Reading we focused on capital letters and full stops and loved being detectives and finding
them in big books and also in our own books during independent reading.
We have loved meeting all of our parents this week and chatting about the wonderful children we have
in our class. Thank you all for taking the time to come in and make the parent teacher interviews very
successful.
Mrs Cook and Jess Taylor

Grades One/Two
This week we say adios to Argentina and leave South America behind to continue our travels around
the world. We loved out time exploring this country and our highlights were certainly learning to tango
as well as create our own soccer balls. The rainforest animals have been fun to research and we have
loved reading about what makes each place unique. Throughout Math this week, students have been
working on their subtraction skills ranging from numbers within ten to vertical subtraction with carrying in the millions. We thank all the parents who made the time and effort to book in a parent teacher
interview, it has been wonderful to share the success of our students with you all.
Miss O’Donoghue, Mr. Stacey, Sarah and Christine.

Grades Three/Four
The race is on for the class elections with teams campaigning strongly to get the party over the line!
Thankfully, our writing focus this week has been on persuasive writing, a huge help with our campaigns. We have been looking at TV ads and what they use to convince viewers to buy their product
as well as investigating what things would convince us to vote someone in as our class prime ministers. It's looking like it will be a close call! All voters are now registered to vote, and we will see how
comes out victorious in the end.
In reading this week, we have focused on making connections between texts, our own lives, other
texts, and wider world issues. We watch a funny short video '
Luchador and found a way to link a wrestling match between and two men with things we knew.
Construction has also been in full swing for our 3D model towns. We have seen some very creative
designs, with students using their knowledge and understanding of 3D nets to build mini towns fit
with shopping centres, town halls, schools, post offices and police stations.
Finally, on Wednesday we made the most of the beautiful weather whilst we still have it and headed
across to Malone park for a game. It was Mr Johnstone's class verses Miss Cooney's class, and the
stakes were high; bragging rights. The game was rounders and everyone was excited to play. Everyone had a great time getting active and working together as a team to try and score runs and stop the
other team. 3/4 COONEY WERE VICTORIOUS!!! Winning by just one run! There will surely be a rematch soon, but for now, 3/4 are the champs.
We hope everyone has a safe and happy long weekend and we will see you all on Tuesday!
Mr Johnstone, Miss Cooney, Chelsie and Rose

Grades Five/Six
Well done to all 5/6 students on another great week. Students have been working hard in the classroom working on a variety of tasks. Student’s have done an amazing job this week in leading their own Parent Teacher
Interviews this week, discussing goals they are working on in the classroom and sharing their most proud
pieces of work to their parents. Well done to everyone!
This week students have been learning to;
Reading – Identify the message of the text.
Writing – Publish their narrative text and begin non-fiction writing.
Maths – Fractions on a number line, adding fractions and completing their fraction investigation task.
Integrated – Completing their ‘Notable Person’ tasks – mini speech, PowerPoint, sketch.
Physical Education – Athletics training and tennis at Malone Park
Students finished up their last golf session last week. Thanks to Tahlia to a great 4 week session. Students
have now completed a short survey to see what sporting program they would love to be involved in for term 2.
Enjoy a great long weekend!
Mr Riordan, Ms Gallagher, Mr Wardell, Abby and Tania

Chinese
Prep: Last week, students practiced recognising the Chinese Pinyin of greetings and class routine and
tried their best to match the Chinese words with pictures. They love singing the Greeting Songs in Chinese and kept singing it while working on paperwork. Here is the link for these songs:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7ViCJS6bQU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96ZzzwPdNhM
Grade One and Two: Students were amazed by the magic paper while practicing writing Chinese calligraphy with Chinese brush and ink while seeing the word disappear on the fabric paper. They
showed great interest and confident in writing Chinese characters of 马(horse), 牛(ox), and 羊(goat)
using the brush and ink. Their amazing work might have surprised you already. How do you like
their masterpieces?
Grade Three to Six: Students enjoyed the immersing Chinese New Year celebration activity - writing
the Chinese New Year door couplet to scare the evil spirits away and wish for good luck and good fortune for the whole Year using the Chinese brush and ink.

Outside School
Hours Care

A friendly reminder that 2022 enrolment forms are now overdue. Students need to have a 2022
enrolment form returned prior to attending OSHC. It is a legal requirement that we have
current and up to date information and records for each student that attends OSHC. You can
collect these from the office, myself or on our Classroom Dojo.
If you have any of the following items at home collecting dust, we sure would appreciate them
for use in OSHC.
Wood off cuts
Small tools- pliers etc
Nails
Craft supplies
Material
Chelsie Nickson- OSHC
Co-ordinator

Breakfast Club
Breakfast club is held from 8:30- 8:45am. Join us on the big decking
each Friday morning for some delicious breakfast and a catch up to
start the day.

Mindfulness Apps for Children
Smiling Mind
This app has great body scan meditations to help children develop the awareness of what’s happening in their bodies.
Learning about what’s happening in your body is one of the first steps of an authentic mindfulness practice.

Headspace (for Kids)
This app teaches parents and children together about meditation for different age levels. They focus on Calm, Kindness, and
Bedtime.

Calm
This app provides mindfulness and sleep stories for children of varying ages. Several parents I know use the app to help
their children relax and restore themselves after a full day of running around.

Three Good Things: A Happiness Journal
This app is simple and easy-to-use, helping children focus on the positive and recognizing what went well today. (Ages 6
and up.) Every child gets to list three things daily that went well, which begins to train their mind to look for things to appreciate and begin a gratitude practice.

Insight Timer
This app is free with meditations for parents and children. They focus on relaxation, managing stress, concentration, and
sleep, as examples.

Raising Mindfulness: One Breath at a Time
Children need more than ever to learn how to calm and re-centre themselves in this world full of opportunities to get offbalance. Whether they’re having difficulty with a “mean girl or boy” at school or recovering from a natural disaster such as
many of my Santa Barbara clients, the world is constantly providing us lessons, which we can use to remember that inside of
us is everything we need including the ability to get calm and begin again.
Maureen Healy is a popular speaker and emotional coach whose book, Growing Happy Kids, has won multiple awards.

Wellbeing Cont’d...

In view of the complex challenges that families can and do face, myself (as School Chaplain) and Lindsay White
(Student Inclusion Coordinator) will be using this space to provide helpful information and highlight services in
the Bendigo area that may be of assistance to students and or families experiencing difficulties for one reason or
another.
I would also like to remind parents / guardians that myself and Lindsay are both available to talk with and provide
confidential advice, support and information on the various services and support available to students and their
families.
Service of the week:
Haven, Home, Safe - Bendigo
Haven; Home, Safe's primary function is to help people who are experiencing homelessness, at risk of
becoming homeless or experiencing housing related financial difficulty.
Services include:
Emergency Relief Funding
Haven provides Emergency Relief Funding for individuals and families in times of crisis to meet immediate basic needs. It is short-term funding and covers assistance for material items such as:








food vouchers
supermarket vouchers
petrol vouchers
assistance to pay utility bills
other essentials (may vary in nature depending on location)
car registration (if that is your primary accommodation)

Eligibility
Anyone who is:

experiencing financial difficulty due to circumstances

on a low income

not a mortgage holder and is a recipient of welfare services.

PRAP
The Private Rental Assistance Program (PRAP) provides financial assistance and support for a range of
costs associated with securing or maintaining a private rental.
Support can include:







Assistance with private rental applications
Life skills training including financial management and budgeting
Financial assistance consisting of:
Rent in Advance payment
Rental arrears payment

Wellbeing Cont’d...




Rental subsidies
Residential Bonds (where the Bond Loan Scheme is not available)

Assistance with costs associated with moving such as:

Storage costs

Removalists

Housing establishment costs including utility connection fees, furniture, and white goods

Minor property modifications

Eligibility

Over 18 years old

Currently homelessness or at risk of experiencing homelessness

Receiving a stable income (including wages, Centrelink income support, or self-employed)

Committed to residing in private rental as a long-term housing option

Prepared adhere to the Residential Tenancies Act (1997)
Haven is located at 10-16 Forest Street, Bendigo
And can be contacted on 1300 428 364
Or for more information go to:

www.havenhomesafe.org.au
Marc Cowan
School Chaplain & Wellbeing Officer

Wellbeing Cont’d…
Mindful March

Prep - James J
James has been trying really hard this week when working independently and during floor time. After given instructions James quickly went back to his table and tried really hard to work independently and make sure he completed
the work. He also did a great job trying not to distract or be distracted by others. Well done James for taking responsibility for your learning. Keep it up!

Grade One/Two Stacey - Evie G
Evie has excelled in her Numeracy over the week due to her hard work and determination. She has been very responsible for her learning.

Grade One/Two Sarah - Mya B
Congratulations Mya on a fantastic week. I am SO PROUD to see you taking the time to use your reading strategies to
work out the difficult words. It is wonderful to see you have a 'Can Do Attitude' to giving it a go! I have also been
impressed to see how you are always quietly helping others in the classroom. Don't stop now! Keep up the
EXCEPTIONAL work!!!

Grade One/Two O’D - Ellie W
Ellie has made a great start to her time here at Marong Primary and the school is lucky to have her as an addition. She
has been confident when setting goals and progressing her academics but also when it comes to making friendships.
Moving schools can be a big challenge but Ellie has taken it in her stride and made the absolute most of every situation. Keep up the great work.

Grade Three/Four C - Myra C
Congratulations Myra for being our student of the week this week! Myra has been excellent this week in challenging
herself in the classroom. She has been working hard to finish her work quickly and to a high standard. She has been
giving everything a go and is a great team member when completing group work. She willingly works with anyone in
the class and is supportive of all her peers. Keep up the amazing work Myra!

Grade Three/Four J - Jett A
Congratulations Jett on being our student of the week. Jett has had an excellent couple of weeks and he’s been putting
his best foot forward in and out of the classroom and it’s noticeable to everyone around the school. Super work
legend, keep working hard!

Grade Five/Six R - Neve B
For showing ‘Honesty’ and ‘Responsibility’ in her work this week. Neve is a great worker in the classroom, always
putting in her best in all she does. I have been impressed with her writing this week, crafting her narrative text and
now moving onto writing non-fiction texts. Well done Neve!

Grade Five/Six G/W - Will H
Will has demonstrated Responsibility in his schoolwork. Will has worked hard and given all tasks his best effort. This
has resulted in Will achieving some amazing learning growth already this year. Well done Will and keep up the great
work.

Community

Foooty is back!
Junior football training commences as follows:
Under 16 - Coach Greg Toomey
Monday and Wednesday commencing 28th Feb 4:15pm-6pm
for four weeks.
Tuesdays and Thursdays commencing 29th March 4:15pm-6pm.

Under 14 - Coach Aaron Hope
Wednesday 2nd March 4:15pm - 5:45pm.
Training will then be the same as the U16s Monday & Wednesday (until cricket season finishes) then revert to
Tuesdays and Thursdays, as of 29th March.

Under 12 - Coach Ben Schneider
Training will commence Tuesday 1st March 4:15pm-5:45pm. Training will then be Tuesdays for four weeks, then
revert to Wednesdays as of 30th March.

Under 9, Under 10, and Under 12 Girls
The season for these age groups will commence a few weeks later, therefore training times will be announced
shortly.
If you are know others who may not be on the Marong Junior Panthers Facebook page and have children wishing to play, let them know to apply to the Junior Panthers page. As a private page an administrator will confirm
your request.
A reminder that all players need to be register via PlayHQ via the link below.

https://www.playhq.com/afl/register/fab73

Greg Toomey
Junior Co-Ordinator

Community

Community
Voltaire Calisthenics Juniors team is still looking for members to enable this age group to fill a full
team. we are looking for children turning 11, 12. or 13 years of age this year, so for the most part, children in grade 5, 6, or year 7 at school.

MARONG NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE
The March edition of the March edition of the MNH newsletter
is now available.

Community

East Shelbourne Recreation Reserve Management Committee is holding

A Grand Community Garage / Car Boot Sale Day
Saturday 2nd APRIL 2022.
Sale commences at 8am and goes through to
2pm.
East Shelbourne Recreation Reserve,
Bendigo - Maryborough Road (C277)
Shelbourne.
Do you have a shed or house full of items you no
longer need?
Don't want to have your own garage sale with strangers wandering around your
property?
Join us as a Stall / Car Boot Holder at our community garage / car boot sale!
Site Fees: $5 for car boot, $10 for a small stall, $20 for a larger stall.
To book your site and gain further information please call Chris 0488 992 714
This will be a great opportunity for you to exchange those items you have that are
taking up valuable space and turn them into cash., meet your neighbours, explore the
reserve, and have a chat about the history and future of the Reserve.
A Fun day with a chance to find a bargain and/or make a great deal!
We will provide all the advertising and large signage at the reserve. You are welcome to come on Friday
1st April from 2pm onwards to set up your stall. you will need to BYO everything for your stall. We will
have security overnight at the Reserve from 3pm Friday 1st April.
You will need to be prepared to use cash for sales as the mobile coverage can be unreliable.

Community

Now Open - Maiden Gully
Be part of something special at Village Early
Education
Register your interest today!
Phone 0354497671
Address 749 Calder Highway, Maiden Gully VIC
3551

Community

