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From the Principal
Dear Parents/Caregivers,

Child Safe Standards
The Child Safe Standards are compulsory minimum standards for all Victorian early childhood services
and schools, to ensure they are well prepared to protect children from abuse and neglect by creating a
safe environment. All Victorian Schools are required by the Victorian Regulation and Qualifications Association to be Child Safe. As part of our 2021 School Review our Child Safe practices were scrutinised thoroughly and it was determined that Marong PS is compliant with the regulations.
Our role in protecting children and young people from abuse involves not tolerating violence and/or
abuse of children. If at any time as a school we feel a child may be at risk we have a duty of care to report
our concerns to appropriate authorities.
In our aims to be a safe place we extend our expectations to ensure that not only are our students safe but
also our staff. Hence the use of violence whether it be intimated, verbal or physical will not be tolerated.
Our staff and students have a right to feel safe in their educational setting and workplace.
We are fortunate here at Marong PS to have a parent community who treat our staff and students with
respect and for that we are very grateful. Of course we also have an expectation that our staff conduct
themselves in a respectful way at all times. To ensure our school continues to be a safe place for all I encourage everyone within our community to say “No to Violence”. Our Child Safe policies are available to
parents via our website and for further information re our school’s Child Safe processes please contact the
principal.

From the Principal Cont’d…
Outside School Hours Care Program
I wish to remind our community that between 3.30pm and 6.00pm on school days we have children in
care as part our OSHC program. Any visitors or contractors who attend the school during this period of
time must report to the office and sign in. I know that each day parents who are collecting their child
after school may stay on site, catching up with other parents while their children have a play. In this
circumstance we don’t expect parents to sign in, but we would ask that the children are supervised and
refrain from going near or to the OSHC room.

Facilities Upgrade News
The builders have advised that they will have completed the works by the end of this week and we will
have full access to the whole site. They will need to come back to finish off some smaller items and of
course address any defects that we identify.

Stage Two
Now that Fairbrothers have completed their works we will now look forward to stage two of our facilities upgrade.
I am pleased to advise that BLR Provincial have been awarded the contract to construct a Covered Outdoor Learning Area (COLA).This will be installed over an asphalt surface in the space between the
OSHC building and Back of Beyond. A start date is not confirmed as contracts need to be signed but I
am informed that we can expect to see work commence before the end of this term. The COLA will be a
large covered hardcourt area suitable for basketball, netball and many other physical activities.

Covid Update
Over the last two weeks we have seen a number of students recording positive test results for Covid. In
addition we have had a number of staff also impacted by Covid. There is currently a severe shortage of
replacement teachers in Bendigo. To the credit of our staff we have been able to manage the disruption
to our normal workforce via the preparedness of staff who are onsite to share the load. It is concerning
that across the state Covid numbers appear to be on the increase again. Hence please continue to test
regularly and should your child show any Covid like symptoms, keep them home until they are well
enough to return. Please note the following information re Covid Management in Schools.
Under current rules household contacts may attend school however the school must be notified of
their circumstances. Household contacts attending school who are over 8 years of age are required to
wear face masks indoors unless they have a valid exemption.
Everyone including students aged 8 years and above must wear a face mask when travelling on public
transport, taxis or ride share vehicles.

Athletics Carnival : Transport Arrangements
Our Athletics Carnival has been postponed until Friday May 20th. As previously advised we are organising bus transport for those students who need it, to and from the Aths centre in Flora Hill on May
20th . If you have not as yet indicated to us how your child will get to the Aths centre eg: by bus or car,
please do so as a matter of urgency as our buses are reaching capacity.
Please note bus travellers will need to wear face masks.

Russell Jeffrey
Principal

Grade Prep
A big thank you to all the Mums and special ladies who attended the Mother’s Day pamper session last
Friday. The afternoon was hugely successful and the Preps loved being able to spoil you.
In Smart Spelling, our word of the week in ‘hand’. We have been using our reading strategies to sound
and stretch out the word, as well as tackle common words such as ‘her’ that include the digraph ‘er’. In
Numeracy we have learnt about addition and have explored a range of strategies for solving simple
equations. This week students have had to think of an idea for their writing, draw a picture of their idea
and then attempt to write a simple sentence matching their picture. We have been delighted with some
of the beginning writing we are starting to see. Overall a great week!
Have a brilliant weekend.

Emma Cook, Jess Taylor and Kate

Mothers’ Day Afternoon Tea

Music with Mrs Whatley

Grades One/Two
We went back in time again this week and travelled into the past as we learnt about the history of our
community. As a part of our ‘me and my community’ unit we went on a small walk around Marong.
We organised to spend some time at the community hall with a local expert to show us photos and other documents about our town’s history. On our tour we looked out for some historical buildings and
indigenous landmarks. We learnt a lot about the old parts of town and enjoyed writing a retell of these
events. We have linked our numeracy this week to our unit plan and have been focusing on mapping
and location using new vocabulary and coordinates. We are moving into Marong as the present next
week and are excited to learn about why we love our current town so much J
Miss O’Donoghue, Mr. Stacey, Mr Saddlier, Christine and Ms Patching

Grades Three/Four
The 3/4s have had an interesting week, some would argue that the grade 3’s have had a little tougher
than the 4’s this week. Our grade 3’s have done an AMAZING job this week completing all their
NAPLAN testing and we just wanted to congratulate all of them on such a fantastic job.
But it’s still been business as usual in here, our reading focus has been on analysing language devices
and looking at some of the word and illustrations choices and why the author would be including
them in a text.
For writing we have revisited our word classes and looked at nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, and
conjunctions and how we can utilise them within our own writing.
Numeracy has seen us looking at place value up to 10,000 and investigating measurement, in particular, length. Our grade 3/4’s have been designing and building their own paper planes. We will have
to measure and compare to find out who is the champion flyer!
Our Integrated studies have been diving deep into convict life and the conditions they were faced
with. We look into how colonies first started in Australia and also look into the history from multiple
perspectives from different people.
Have a great weekend everyone,
Mr Johnstone, Miss Cooney, Rose, Chelsie and Fraser

Paper Plane Challenge

Grades Five/Six
Lots happening in the grade 5/6 classroom this week. Well done to our grade five students who completed their
NAPLAN assessments this week. All students did their best and did the school proud.
This week, students have been learning to;
Reading – Make an inference based upon a character from the text.
Writing – To create their own informational, persuasive or narrative text and include correct punctuation and
spelling.
Numeracy- To identify factors and multiples of numbers.
Integrated – To show what life was like in early 1900 Australia and what rights Australia’s had at the time.
RRRR – To identify positive and negative emotions and how different emotions can be of different levels and intensity.
P.E – Athletics training
With our Athletics Sports being postponed due to rain this week, we look forward to getting a chance to compete
next Friday.

Mr Riordan, Ms Gallagher, Mr Wardell & Abby

Outside School Hours
Care

Chelsie and the OSHC team

Prep - Aria T
Aria has come back to school this term with a fresh new attitude. She arrives in the morning with a big beautiful smile
on her face and always loves to join in with our whole class discussions. When working independently, Aria has really stepped up with her confidence and ability to have a go and do it on her own. Well done Aria we are very proud of
your "I can do it" attitude and we are very proud of you!!!

Grade One/Two Stacey - Andy D
Andy has picked up where he left off after being away sick. You can tell he has missed school by the level of enthusiasm and energy he’s put into every task this week. I have been very impressed with his drawings based off his levelled readers descriptions of the settings and characters. Well done Andy.

Grade One/Two Saddlier/Patching - Marlo P
Marlo Pyper has been demonstrating resilience in dealing with all of the different changes and activities that have
occurred in the classroom this week. Marlo has embraced and enjoyed these activities with confidence, including our
flexible grouping tasks, our walk around Marong learning about the local history and our athletics training. A superb
effort Marlo!

Grade One/Two O’D - Scarlet P
This girl is a different student since returning to school in term two. She has set her learning on fire with her effort
and concentration. I am so impressed with the work she has been completing and I know that she is too. It’s been
lovely to see her growth in attitude and its obvious to everyone in the class how great her work has been.

Grade Three/Four C - Myra C
Myra has demonstrated all three school values of Respect, Responsibility and Honesty whilst Mrs White supervised
3/4C. She always listened and followed instructions and offered to help without being asked. Myra shows wonderful
leadership skills in the classroom!

Grade Three/Four J - Reegan W
Congratulations to our student of the week Reegan! Reegan has had a great week, consistently demonstrating all our
school values. He has been committed to his learning and has shown great focus in the classroom. Keep up the awesome work Reegs!

Grade Five/Six R - Noah R
For demonstrating ‘Confidence’ in his work this week. Noah is focussed, working well in the classroom and giving
everything his best shot. He is kind, helpful and a great student in our classroom. Well done Noah .

Grade Five/Six G/W - Ashleigh M
Ashleigh consistently models responsibility and honesty in all aspects of her learning. Ash had an amazing week
both in and out of the classroom. She showed great learning growth and has really developed into the great leader we
all know she can be. Well done Ash and keep up the great work!
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