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 RESPECT        RESPONSIBILITY       HONESTY 

 

From the Principal 

Acknowledgement of Country 

 
On behalf of the staff and students of Marong Primary School,  we would like to acknowledge the 

Dja Dja Wurrung as the Traditional Custodians of the land that we are on and pay our respects 

to their Elders past and present.  We are grateful to learn, play, and grow, surrounded by 

the plants, animals & waterways that the Djaara people have watched over and cared for, over 

thousands of years. 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

Reports on SENTRAL  

Your child’s semester one academic report will be available after 5pm via the parent portal 

on the SENTRAL app on Wednesday 2nd July. A hard copy of the report can be made availa-

ble upon request. Parents and teachers will have an opportunity to discuss the reports at our 

Parent Teacher Conferences early next term. Bookings for these conferences will once again 

be made available via the parent SENTRAL app early term 3 also. 

 

School Council  

A school council meeting will be held next Wednesday 25th June at 7:00pm. 

      June  July 

13th F/1 Excursion  2nd 2/3 Excursion  

25th  School Council Meeting—7pm 2nd Grade 6 Inventors Showcase 

  2nd Reports available (5pm) 

  4th Last Day of Term (2:30 Dismissal) 

    

    

    

https://www.marongps.vic.edu.au/ 



 

 

Foundation 2026 (repeat notice) 

Foundation enrolments for 2026 are due by Friday 25th July (week 1 term 3). If you are wish-

ing to enrol your child, please do so by this date to allow our school to begin planning for 

2026 appropriately. Likewise, if you know someone who is wanting to enrol a child at our 

school, please encourage them to do so by the above date. For further information, please 

contact the school or alternatively at the following link. https://www.education.vic.gov.au/

Documents/school/parents/Foundation-Prep-enrolment-information-pack-parents-

carers.pdf 

 

Planning days 

Please be aware that during the last week of term 2 our teachers will be undertaking shared 

planning time in preparation for term 3. Teams will be released on different days throughout 

the week by specialist and current classroom teaching staff meaning your child’s usual day 

for a particular specialist class may change, but importantly, not missed. 

 

End of Term 2  

A reminder term two ends on Friday July 4th. Students will be dismissed at 2:30pm on this 

day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/parents/Foundation-Prep-enrolment-information-pack-parents-carers.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/parents/Foundation-Prep-enrolment-information-pack-parents-carers.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/parents/Foundation-Prep-enrolment-information-pack-parents-carers.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Grade Prep & 1 
Another wonderful week in the classroom. This week, students have been learn-

ing to 

Reading – Students have been doing a wonderful job with their reading sounds, 

using their reading strategies and letter-sound knowledge to read a range of 

CVC words and levelled readers. 

Sounds-Write – Prep - Unit 7 - ll, ss, zz – Students have been building words such 

as, pill, miss, kiss, hiss, off, huff, puff, Jeff and buzz. Students are able to say the 

sounds, read the word and write the word using their whiteboard. Great work 

preps! 

Grade 1 – Unit 9 - /Ow/ words – Students have this week looked at the /ow/ and 

the different sound it makes. Example words are crowd and frown . They have 

been introduced to the /oe/ sound that can be make by /ow/. Examples words 

are elbow and snow. Students have been listening for the sounds within the word 

to write independently. 

Writing – This week we have continued our theme on the books of Alison Lester. 

Students are loving listening to these amazing stories including Noni the Pony 

and Who’s that Knocking?. Students have been writing a retell on the stories, us-

ing the ‘who’ and ‘what’ in their writing. Great to see all students using their 

sound knowledge to write and have a go at writing sentences. 

Numeracy – This week, students have delved into the world of measurement. 

Students have been using the language of heavy, light, full, empty and capacity. 

Students have enjoyed weighing items around the classroom and comparing 

which items are heavier and lighter. Students have also enjoyed using balanced 

scales to weigh different objects. 

Grade 1's continue to learn about Ancient Egypt during Integrated Studies, un-

derstanding the culture and customs of this time. Students have been learning 

about pharaohs, gods and goddesses, pyramids, mummies and what life was like 

during this time. Keep up the great learning grade 1's.  

With only 2 school weeks before holidays, we are still as busy as ever. Well done 

on another great week Prep/1. 

Have a wonderful week, 

Miss Maddern, 

Miss Williams, 

Mrs. Cook, Jess, 

Mr. Riordan, 

Christine, Jai, Hay-

ley, Brandi and 

Seb 

 

 



 

 

Grade 2/3 
This week in literacy, we reached page 158 of Charlotte’s Web, 

where Fern’s mother becomes concerned about her daugh-

ter’s claims that animals can talk. Charlotte has also begun to 

worry Wilbur, suggesting she may not be able to join him at 

the County Fair. Along the way, students encountered inci-

dental vocabulary such as discouraged, gabbled, boasting, 

heartily, astride, and drowsed, as well as explicit vocabulary 

like gullible and affectionately. We also worked on sentence 

expansion, adding detail using the prompts when, what, where, 

and how. 

  

In maths, students explored the concept of mass using balance 

scales and informal units. They enjoyed 

using concrete materials to measure, 

compare, and order a variety of class-

room objects. Through hands-on activi-

ties, they recorded and compared 

weights and practised ordering items 

from lightest to heaviest. 

  

As part of our integrated studies, we in-

vestigated: Why did Emperor Qin want to 

build the Great Wall of China? Students 

used the guiding questions when, where, 

and why to begin their research. We 

discovered that the Great Wall was built 

in northern China to protect the people 

and their land. We also learned a fun 

fact: Mr Westcott once visited the Great 

Wall, riding a chairlift up and taking a 

toboggan all the way back down! 

  

 

 The 2/3 Team :) 



 

 

Grade 4/5 
Hello this is Eleanor and this week in integrated we 

have been learning about the Greek alphabet and all 

the history of Ancient Greece!! In writing this week we 

have been learning about persuasive writing and differ-

ent strategies like the OREO method, and in math we 

are looking back at multiplication and strategies like 

the traditional method, the box method, and also the lat-

tice method!! Also, in morning circle we do would you 

rather questions was todays was "Would you rather live 

in a cave or a treehouse?" positive primers, and also re-

minders and student announcements!! Bye-bye!!  



 

 

Grade 6 

Hi I am Zayde, 

This week grade 6 students had their PAT testing 

and I got a really high score! 

Miss o’s birthday this week!! Big 30!! Woooo hoo!!! 

Sadly, miss o is not going to be here next term, she 

is going travelling but we are so excited to have 

Mrs Maher and Ms Eaton. 

This week in library grade 6 we made a paper gar-

den for own bugs that linked to the books we have 

been reading! 

This week Chelsie and the grade sixes made a mat 

made of pompom’s. 

We do get to do lots of fun stuff! 



 

 

Prep/1 Maddern 

Rosie O - Rosie has had another awesome week at school! She works hard inde-

pendently and always offers a helping hand in the classroom. Rosie is such a 

kind and friendly face and we love having her in Prep/1 M!  

 

Prep/1 Cook & Jess 

Gabe S – Gabe is always a superstar in our classroom and this week has been no 

different. He is kind and caring to others in the class and trying incredibly hard 

during each and every activity. Gabe ALWAYS shows respectful listening and fol-

lows our school values. Keep up the AWESOME work Gabe, we are so proud of 

you! 

 

Prep/1 Riordan  

Cruze B - For showing confidence and engagement in his learning this week. It 

has been wonderful to see Cruze settled and engaged in his activities this week. 

He has been following classroom routines and attempting the work set during 

our school day. He has been kind and helpful during the school day when inter-

acting with others, especially teachers. Well done on a great week Cruze.   

 

Prep/1 Williams  

Isabella S-J - Isabella has been on absolute fire this term! We are so proud of the 

effort Isabella has put in towards her writing as she has been creating some very 

creative and detailed writing pieces. Isabella is also a very kind and considerate 

friend. Keep up this amazing work, Isabella!   

 

2/3 Westcott 

Archie G - Archie is always ready to contribute to discussions, share his ideas, 

and lend a helping hand to others. His positive attitude and awesome effort make 

our class a better place, well done, Archie! 



 

 

2/3 Thorn & Gallagher  

Max C - Max has shown greater focus during reading this week. He is reading 

with increased fluency and is more confident when engaging with texts. Keep it 

up Max! 

 

2/3 Lamb  

Iszak D - Iszak has had a great week, by making more positive choices both in-

side the classroom and outside in the yard. He has been working hard and put-

ting in best effort across all areas of his learning. Iszak has also been actively par-

ticipating in class and confidently seeking assistance when needed. Well done, 

Iszak 

 

4/5 Johnstone 

Varli H - This week Varli has done an excellent job. I am proud of the way she has 

persevered this week with her maths, giving 100% effort! Great job, Varls!  

 

4/5 Burton  

Kyle M - Kyle was on fire this week!  He wrote a strong persuasive essay about 

wanting a dirt bike and impressed his classmates by confidently demonstrating 

how to solve multiplication problems using the Box method. Great work, Kyle!  

 

4/5 Fry  

Issy H - Issy has had an outstanding week in our grade. She is a kind and caring 

friend and is a popular classmate. Issy did a wonderful job of her persuasive text 

and was very convincing about 4/5 F having Milkshake Monday’s. Keep up the 

awesome work, Issy!  

 

6 O’Donoghue  

Campbell N - It is a shock to me that Campbell hasn’t already been given student 

of the week as he is a super star in the classroom on a consistent basis. Campbell 

has been through a few weeks of brutal testing for reports, and I am so pleased 

with how he has handled himself. No complaints, heaps of resilience and top tier 

effort. I am loving this no frills hard yakka and am constantly grateful for him in 

our class!  



 

 

Parents Club News 
 

Donut Thursday 

Fresh donuts will be available to purchase 

via Qkr! For $2.50, in their place on Thurs-

days in Terms 2 and 3. 

 

Marong Primary School Parents Facebook 

Page 

With many new families joining our school 

community, the Parents Club would like to in-

vite carers and parents to join our Facebook 

Page. This resource serves as an online fo-

rum for reminders, questions & answers, and 

linking families within our school. 

Please be aware that Sentral is the official 

school channel for all formal communication, 

and should be used as a first point of refer-

ence. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The importance and benefits of friendships for children. 
(The following article can be found at www.raisingchildren.net.au) 

Good friends and friendships are important to pre-teens and teenagers be-

cause they give them: 

a sense of belonging and being valued by people other than their family 

confidence, security and comfort 

a safe space to talk about puberty and the changes it brings 

experience in getting along with people 

a chance to experience early romantic and sexual relationships 

a social group where they can do new things and experiment with values, roles, 

identities and ideas. 

Positive friendships are an important part of the journey to adulthood. They help 

teenagers learn important social and emotional skills, like being sensitive to 

other people’s thoughts, feelings and wellbeing. 

Helping pre-teens and teenagers build friendship skills 

Teenagers might be focused on their friends, but they still need your help and 

support to build and maintain positive and supportive friendships. 

Good parent-child relationships tend to lead to children having positive rela-

tionships with peers. So being warm and supportive, staying connect-

ed and actively listening to your child can help them develop friendship skills. 

You’ll also be better able to support your child if friendship problems come up. 

Being a good role model is important too. Parents who are keen to spend time 

with their own friends are more likely to have children with healthy friendships. 

It’s also important for your child to see you looking out for your friends, and 

showing that friendship is a two-way thing. 

Praising your child when you see them being fair, trusting and support-

ive encourages them to keep working on these positive social traits. 

Getting to know your child’s friends shows your child you understand how im-

portant these friendships are. You can do this by encouraging your child to have 

friends over and giving them a space in your home, or giving your child’s 

friends a lift home after social outings. 



 

 

When pre-teens and teenagers find it hard to make friends 

Some children prefer having 1-2 close friends, rather than socialising in a big 

group. If your child is like this, but seems generally happy and content, there’s no 

need to do anything. 

But if your child has trouble making friends and is worried about this, there are 

some things you can do together: 

Think about your child’s interests and strengths. Based on this, you could look for 

new extracurricular activities for your child or encourage them to join a club, 

sports team or social group. Mixing with people who share similar interests is a 

great way to start friendships and build confidence. 

Spend time with extended family and family friends. Plan a barbeque or outing 

where your child can spend time with people they already know. 

Help your child plan an activity with friends. This could be watching a movie at 

home, having a sleepover or a baking afternoon, or playing some sport at the 

local park. 

Make sure your child feels comfortable inviting friends home, and give them 

plenty of space when they do. 

Think about casual work or community activity for your child. This can give your 

child a chance to meet others and practise social skills, especially if they work 

with young people. 

Try to work out whether there are particular issues that are making it difficult for 

your child to make friends, like lack of opportunity, social skills or confidence. 

Then think about ways you can work on these. You might want to ask for profes-

sional advice for complex issues. Your GP is a good place to start. 

Give your child plenty of praise and encouragement. Try not to pressure your 

child about friends or constantly discuss the situation. 

Not all friendships are positive or good for children. Among teenagers, negative 

relationships are sometimes called ‘toxic friendships’ and the people in them are 

called ‘frenemies’. Your child might need help to avoid or deal with toxic friend-

ships. 

Balancing friendships and relationships with parents 

In the teenage years, young people often spend much more time with 

friends and less time with parents. 

But your child still needs you and the secure base you provide. Being interested 

and available lets your child know that they can turn to you when they need to. As 

your child gets older and more mature, you might also notice that your child gives 

you some support too. 

Teenagers do share a lot with and copy a great deal from their friends. For exam-

ple, teenagers might change their behaviour, appearance or interests to show that 

they belong  



 

 

to a certain group of friends. As long as your child isn’t doing anything destruc-

tive or dangerous, this kind of behaviour often shows that your child feels sup-

ported and confident enough to try new things. 

It’s also normal for friendships to change. You might notice that your child drifts 

away from old friends or needs support to make new friends. 

Parents and friends play different roles in teenagers’ lives. You influence your 

child’s long-term decisions to do with values and morals. Your child’s friends are 

more likely to influence short-term choices, like appearance and interests. 

Strong relationships with both parents and friends help teenagers grow into well

-adjusted adults with strong social skills. 

What teenage friendships look like 

During the early teenage years, friendships become more intense, close and 

supportive. The amount that teenagers communicate with their friends increas-

es. 

Teenage friendships tend to be based on personal similarity, acceptance and 

sharing. Same-sex friendships are most common during the early high school 

years. As they get older, many teenagers also make friends with the opposite 

sex. 

The internet and social media let teenagers make and maintain friendships. This 

is a natural extension of their offline and face-to-face interactions. 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


