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 RESPECT        RESPONSIBILITY       HONESTY 

 

From the Principal 

Acknowledgement of Country 

 
On behalf of the staff and students of Marong Primary School,  we would like to acknowledge the 

Dja Dja Wurrung as the Traditional Custodians of the land that we are on and pay our respects 

to their Elders past and present.  We are grateful to learn, play, and grow, surrounded by 

the plants, animals & waterways that the Djaara people have watched over and cared for, over 

thousands of years. 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

End of Term 2 – next Friday. 

A reminder term two ends on Friday July 4th. Students will be dismissed at 2:30pm on this 

day. 

 

Late arrival/ early departure 

A reminder to families if dropping your child off late to school, parents are required to walk 

their child into the school office to formally sign them in for the day. Likewise, if collecting 

your child early, please do so via the school office. 

 

 

      July   

2nd 2/3 Excursion    

2nd Grade 6 Inventors Showcase   

2nd Reports available (5pm)   

4th Last Day of Term (2:30 Dismis-

sal) 

  

21st  First Day of Term 3   

    

    

https://www.marongps.vic.edu.au/ 



 

 

Reports on SENTRAL  

Your child’s semester one academic report will be available after 5pm via the parent portal 

SENTRAL app on Wednesday 2nd July. A hard copy of the report can be made available upon 

request. Parents and teachers will have an opportunity to discuss the reports at our Parent 

Teacher Conferences early next term. Bookings for these conferences will once again be 

made available via the parent SENTRAL app early term 3 also. 

 

Foundation 2026 (repeat notice) 

Foundation enrolments for 2026 are due by Friday 25th July (week 1 term 3). If you are wish-

ing to enrol your child, please do so by this date to allow our school to begin planning for 

2026 appropriately. Likewise, if you know someone who is wanting to enrol a child at our 

school, please encourage them to do so by the above date. For further information, please 

contact the school or alternatively at the following link. https://www.education.vic.gov.au/

Documents/school/parents/Foundation-Prep-enrolment-information-pack-parents-

carers.pdf 

 

Planning days 

Please be aware that during the next week our teachers will be undertaking shared planning 

time in preparation for term 3. Teams will be released on different days throughout the week 

by specialist and current classroom teaching staff meaning your child’s usual day for a par-

ticular specialist class may change, but importantly, not missed. 

 

PJ Day 

The Junior School Council (JSC) members have organised a PJ Day to be held next term on 

Friday the 25th of July. We kindly ask that students bring a gold coin donation on this day. All 

proceeds will be donated to the PJ Foundation, an organisation dedicated to supporting fos-

ter children in Australia. Your support and generosity are greatly appreciated. Please make 

sure the PJ’s you select are both comfortable and school appropriate  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/parents/Foundation-Prep-enrolment-information-pack-parents-carers.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/parents/Foundation-Prep-enrolment-information-pack-parents-carers.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/parents/Foundation-Prep-enrolment-information-pack-parents-carers.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Grade Prep & 1 
With only 1 week left of the term, we continue to be as busy as ever. 

In literacy this week, students have been busily reading, practising 

their letters and sounds when reading. We have reviewed our reading 

strategies and began a new reading strategy, Try on the Fly. This strate-

gy is all about trying a word in a sentence that makes sense. This al-

lows the students to maintain meaning in the text. Keep up the great 

reading at home. The more practise at home, the better your reading 

will be. 

In Sounds-Write, students have continued working on learnt units. Our 

Foundation students have been learning about the VCC and CVCC - 2 

consonants in the final position 3 & 4 sound words: Students have been 

building words like elm, best, desk, help, kept and left. Our Grade One 

students have been learning about the /oo/ sound and the different 

spelling combinations that can make this sound – these include /ew/, /

ue/, u_e/ /o/. 

When writing, students have been creating some character descrip-

tions using a character called Bigsy. We have been loving reading a 

whole range of Alison Lester books. Students have been using their 

own knowledge and ideas from the book to produce their own writing. 

Keep up the great writing Prep/1’s. 

In Numeracy this week, students have been learning the skill of shar-

ing and grouping. Students have been learning to create equal groups 

when sharing. We have also delved into skip counting, using this strate-

gy as a more effective way of counting. Students have enjoyed using 

different materials to share out equally amongst groups. 

Have a wonderful week, 

Miss Maddern, Miss Williams, Mrs. Cook, Jess, Mr. Riordan, Christine, 

Jai, Hayley, Brandi and Seb 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Grade 2/3 
This week in Literacy, students have continued reading Charlotte’s Web by 

E.B. White and have reached the part where Charlotte lays her egg sac con-

taining 514 eggs. Templeton shares the news that the pig Uncle has been 

marked to win a prize, leaving Wilbur very disappointed. Once we complete 

the novel, students will have the opportunity to watch the Charlotte’s Web 

movie and compare the similarities and differences between the book and 

the film. 

  

For Reading Fluency, students have been practising 

with a short paragraph from House of Loong. In 

pairs, students took turns reading the same pas-

sage aloud for one minute each, giving each other 

praise and feedback on their reading accuracy. 

  

This term, a special focus has been placed on ad-

dressing number reversals. Students have engaged in 

warm-up games and activities to support correct 

number formation, such as tic-tac-toe, tracing num-

bers, using the Handwriting Bot, air writing, repeti-

tion, mnemonics, and verbal scripts. 

  

In Mathematics, students explored the concept of 

capacity using informal units. They measured, com-

pared, and ordered containers from "holds the 

least" to "holds the most" by filling jugs with water 

and sand and had loads of fun testing if their esti-

mates were correct! 

  

In Integrated Studies, students discovered that Chi-

nese writing looks very different from English and 

has been around for thousands of years. They 

learned that in Chinese culture, 

beautiful handwriting is considered a 

form of art. The 2/3s are excited 

about their upcoming excursion to 

the Chinese Museum and have pre-

pared by watching and discussing a 

social story about the visit. 

  

— The 2/3 Team 



 

 

Grade 4/5 

Hi, this is Francis and 

Scarlet from 4/5 B! 

This week in Inte-

grated we have 

learnt about the An-

cient Greek alphabet 

and Greek pottery.  In writing 

we have been doing persua-

sive writing, and we got to 

choose a topic to write about, 

like all families should own a 

pet, country life is better than 

city life, outdoor play is better 

than inside play, and books 

are better than movies. In 

maths we have been doing 

fact families and started short 

division. We also had our last 

T-ball session on Monday! Next week on 

Wednesday we have a class party yay! We 

are so excited. Peace.  



 

 

Grade 6 

My name is Georgia and I am in grade six this year 

and I am excited to go to my new schools next 

year. Thank you Chels for helping me get ready for 

transition! 

  

WE have been reading the book called Lion and 

we are going to Wach the movie today, Yay!    

We also cut magazines to make collages for hands 

on lesson. We  read a book that was emotional but 

good. It was called the Teaspoon of light and we 

did it in library . 

In maths we have been doing division and family 

facts ,and bus stop method in math that’s week was 

my favourite!    

I worked with Mr. L in spelling and I find my book 

it is called  THE BABY SITERS CLUB! 

Have the best week!  



 

 

Prep/1 Maddern 

Celeste S - Celeste always shows our school values of respect, honesty, and re-

sponsibility both in the classroom and out in the yard. She is such a kind and car-

ing person and we absolutely love having her as part of our class. Keep being 

amazing, Celeste!  

 

Prep/1 Cook & Jess 

Stella W – Stella has had such an awesome week in our classroom. She has ex-

celled in writing and has loved writing about the Allison Lester story ‘My dog 

Bigsy.’ She has also shown tremendous leadership skills and is always willing to 

help others. Stella you always demonstrate our school values and we are so 

proud of you. You are a little SUPERSTAR! Keep it up Stella.  

 

Prep/1 Riordan  

Freddie C - For demonstrating all of our school values this week. Freddie has had 

another amazing week, putting his best in to all he does. He has been focussed 

during class, listening to instructions and getting right to work. This has seen him 

produce some wonderful writing and learning. Well done Freddie!  

 

Prep/1 Williams  

River B - River is a kind, caring and hardworking student who always brings a 

bright smile to our days! I love the way she looks out for her friends and always 

goes out of her way to help others. A perfect example is this week River lent her 

puffer jacket to a friend despite River feeling cold herself! We love your thought-

ful and kind heart Riv. Keep it up!   

 

2/3 Westcott 

Ruhan JV - Ruhan is a kind and friendly classmate who makes others feel wel-

come and is always willing to help someone in need. He has had an amazing 

week, completing all tasks to the best of his ability. Well done, Ruhan!  



 

 

2/3 Thorn & Gallagher  

Amelia G - This week Amelia has been contributing more during class discus-

sions . Its great to see her sharing her thoughts and engaging more with activities 

and her peers. Well done Amelia! 

 

2/3 Lamb  

Anna C - Anna has had a fantastic first semester. She consistently shows kindness, 

care, and consideration towards her classmates. Anna’s dedication to her learning 

has been impressive this term. She was even able to write a three-paged story! 

Keep up the great effort into next semester Anna!  

 

4/5 Johnstone 

Macklin W - Macklin has worked hard this week and has been putting into effort 

in all his work. I have been impressed with his ability to concentrate and remain 

on task, and he’s been producing great handwriting this week. Great job, Mack-

lin!  

 

4/5 Burton  

Zac W - Zac has shown amazing commitment to his learning this week. He gave 

his best effort in maths lessons, and did not give up when things got hard. He 

even used his own time to practise solving multiplication problems. Fabulous 

work, Zac!   

 

4/5 Fry  

Lilly B - Lilly has been a superstar in our grade this week. She is our quiet achiev-

er, going about her work with a minimum amount of fuss. Lilly was even able to 

convince us why should have a sleepover with her friends.  Well done Lilly! 

 

6 O’Donoghue  

Reegan W – Reegan is just the nicest of guys. He makes the classroom a better 

place by showing how to be inclusive and considerate and we are lucky to have 

him in our space. Reegan has been pushing himself on his math this year in ex-

tension programs and also in his handwriting. His cursive is elegant enough you 

could mistake from the royal family in the 1800’s. Go Reegan!  



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week, Junior School Council (JSC) members pre-

sented a PowerPoint to their classes, encouraging eve-

ryone to take pride in our school by picking up rubbish. 

At assembly, Hamish and Audrey spoke confidently 

about the importance of placing rubbish in the bin and 

announced that house points will be awarded to the 

cleanest areas around the school. JSC representatives 

will act as judges and decide which areas have shown 

the most care. JSC says: Let’s work together to keep our 

school beautiful! 

  



 

 

Parents Club News 
 

Donut Thursday 

Fresh donuts will be available to purchase 

via Qkr! For $2.50, in their place on Thurs-

days in Terms 2 and 3. 

 

Marong Primary School Parents Facebook 

Page 

With many new families joining our school 

community, the Parents Club would like to in-

vite carers and parents to join our Facebook 

Page. This resource serves as an online fo-

rum for reminders, questions & answers, and 

linking families within our school. 

Please be aware that Sentral is the official 

school channel for all formal communication, 

and should be used as a first point of refer-

ence. 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Problem-Solving Skills for Kids 
(The following article can be found at www.readykids.com.au) 

Children need to be able to solve their own problems. In daily life, kids face a lot of set of social cir-

cumstances and challenges. Whether they’re trying to figure out how to make friends, deal with bul-

lies, or solve academic problems, they need strong problem-solving skills to be successful. 

Problem-solving is a critical life skill that all kids need to learn. By teaching them how to iden-

tify and solve problems on their own, you’ll be setting them up for success in school and in 

life. 

What are Social Problem-Solving Skills? 
Social problem-solving skills are a skill set that involves behavioural and cognitive processes which 

allow an individual to find adaptive and positive ways of handling problematic situations that can 

arise in the social environment in our daily life. These skills comprise an understanding of emotions, 

empathy, self-awareness, prosocial behaviour, anger management, perspective-taking, establishing 

positive relationships, and so on. 

Why It’s Important for Children to Learn the Skills to 

Problem-Solve 
Social problem-solving skills are important for kids to learn because they allow them to cope with the 

various challenges they face in their social environments, such as peer pressure, bullying, and exclu-

sion from social groups. In addition, these skills can help them resolve conflicts effectively and build 

positive relationships with others. 

How to teach Problem-Solving skills 
There are many ways to develop social problem-solving skills in kids. One way is to provide them 

with opportunities to practice these skills through different activities and games. 

There are a few key things that parents and educators can do to help kids develop strong problem-

solving skills: 

Teach Children to Identify the Problem 

One of the most important steps in solving any problem is being able to accurately identify what the 

problem is. This can be tricky for kids, especially if they’re feeling emotional about the situation. 

Help them by teaching them how to take a step back and look at the problem objectively. 

Help Kids Brainstorm Solutions 

Once kids can identify the problem, it’s time to start brainstorming possible solutions. This is where 

creativity and out-of-the-box thinking come in handy. Encourage kids to think of as many possible 

solutions as they can, no matter how far-fetched they might seem. 



 

 

Help Kids Weigh the Pros and Cons 

After Children can come up with a few potential solutions, it’s time to help them figure out 

which one is the best option. This is where critical thinking comes in. Teach kids how to weigh 

the pros and cons of each solution and make a decision based on logic, not emotions. 

Help Kids Implement the Solution 

The final step is helping kids actually implement the solution they’ve chosen. This might in-

volve role-playing different scenarios, practicing what they would say or do, or writing out a 

plan. Whatever the case, be sure to provide support and guidance every step of the way. 

Praise Kids 

It’s essential to praise your child when they demonstrate social problem-solving skills. This will 

help him feel confident in his abilities and encourage him to continue using these skills. 

Also, proper guidance and opportunities to practice problem-solving skills should be provid-

ed for kids to be efficient enough to solve problems on their own. In addition to providing op-

portunities for practice, it is also important to model problem-solving skills for your child.  

By following these tips, you can help your child develop strong social problem-solving skills 

that will serve him well throughout his life. 

Social Problem-Solving Strategies 
There are several strategies that can help children of primary age to solve problems. Some of 

them are as follows: 

Encouraging children to take turns and share. This strategy helps children to be more patient 

and to understand that other people have feelings too. It also allows them to share their own 

feelings and thoughts more openly. 

Helping children to understand and express their emotions. This strategy helps children to 

identify and understand their own emotions, as well as the emotions of others. It also allows 

them to express their emotions in a more positive way. 

Teaching children how to compromise. This strategy helps children to understand that some-

times it is necessary to give up something in order to get something else. It also teaches 

them how to negotiate and how to reach an agreement with others. 

Encouraging children to think about other people’s perspectives. This strategy helps children 

to understand that other people have different points of view. It also allows them to see the 

world from another person’s perspective and to empathize with others. 

Helping children to understand and follow rules. This strategy helps children to understand 

that there are certain rules that must be followed in order to maintain order and peace. It 

also teaches them how to respect the rules of others. 

Teaching children how to improve their skills to problem-solve. This strategy helps children to 

understand that there are many ways to solve a problem. It also teaches them how to think 

creatively and to come up with their own solutions. 

These are just a few of the social problem-solving strategies that can help children of primary 

age to solve problems. For more information, please talk to your child’s doctor or a child de-

velopment specialist. 

 

 



 

 

Social Problem-Solving Skills Activities 
Games and activities for socialization are an excellent way for children for learning how to 

behave in social surroundings such as school or in the community. 

It is essential for children to learn how to take turns, share, cooperate and resolve conflicts. 

Here are some activities to improve social problem-solving skills for children of different age 

groups: 

Social Problem-Solving Activities for School-Aged 

Kids 
As kids get older, they become more independent and are able to handle more complex so-

cial situations. 

The following activities will help them practice their social problem-solving skills. 

Brainstorming: This activity can be done individually or in a group. Give your child a scenario 

and have them come up with as many solutions as possible. For example, “Your best 

friend just cancelled your play date. What are three things you could do?” 

Exercising empathy: It’s important for kids to be able to empathize with others and see things 

from their perspective. When they’re struggling to solve a problem, help them think about 

how the other person is feeling. For example, “Your friend might be feeling upset too. 

Maybe you can talk to her about why she cancelled the play date. 

Problem Solving Games: Games are a fun way to teach children the skills of solving prob-

lems. Try playing some classic board games like Chutes and Ladders or Candyland, 

which require players to make decisions and strategize. There are also many great online 

games, like Mission to Mars and Robot City, that help kids practice problem-solving. 

Discussing Problem-Solving Skills: As a family, discuss different problem-solving strategies. 

For example, “If you’re ever feeling overwhelmed or don’t know what to do, take a deep 

breath and think about what would be the best thing to do in that situation.” 

Model Good Problem-Solving Skills: As a parent, you are your child’s biggest role model. So, 

it’s important to model good problem-solving skills yourself. Whenever you’re faced with 

a problem, talk aloud about how you’re going to solve it. For example, “I’m having trouble 

finding my keys. I think I’ll check the couch first and then look in the car.” 

Encourage positive thinking: Help your child look on the bright side by encouraging them to 

think of the positive outcomes of a situation. For example, “Even though your play date 

was cancelled, you now have some free time to do something else you enjoy. 

Practice: It’s important to give kids opportunities to use their problem-solving skills in every-

day life. When they’re faced with a social challenge, take a step back and let them try to 

figure it out on their own. Of course, be there to support them if they need help. 

Cultivating Resilience in Children 
Developing resilience in children is a key aspect of nurturing their emotional health and 

equipping them to face life’s challenges head-on. It involves helping them understand that 

difficulties and setbacks are a normal part of life, and they can grow stronger from overcom-

ing them. 

By fostering a secure and loving environment, and by being role models of resilience our-

selves, we can instil in children the ability to adapt to change and cope with stress. 

One effective method to cultivate resilience in children is by encouraging them to express 

their feelings and thoughts openly. 



 

 

Providing a safe space where they feel heard and understood helps them to 
understand their emotions better, which is a crucial step in resilience 
building. It’s important to validate their feelings, not minimize them, as it 
teaches them that it’s normal to experience different emotions, and it’s 

okay to discuss them. 

Another significant way to build resilience is by teaching problem-solving 
skills. Guiding children through the process of identifying a problem, 
brainstorming possible solutions, choosing the best one, and reflecting on 

the outcome can equip them with valuable life skills. 

As they practice, they will become more adept at facing challenges, wheth-

er big or small, and this boosts their confidence and self-efficacy. The 

beauty of resilience is that it isn’t an inherent trait; it’s a skill that can be 

learned and cultivated, one challenge at a time. 



 

 



 

 

PLEASE NOTE OPERATIONAL HOURS OF VACATION CARE 

  

We are pleased to advise that our July 2025 vacation care program will be operating 

on all days – 7.30am – 5.30pm 

  

Please see confirmed operational hours - 

  

Monday 07/07/2025 to Thursday 10/7/2025        7.30am – 5.30pm 

  

Monday 14/7/2025 to Thursday 17/7/2025          7.30am – 5.30pm 

  

Could all parents/guardians please remember that ATB is a nut free zone, and we 
follow healthy eating guideline which parents must follow when packing lunch boxes 
– i.e. – no soft drinks, lollies, or high sugar foods. PEANUT BUTTER AND NUTELLA 
ARE NOT ALLOWED INTO THE PROGRAM. 

Please remember to bring a refillable water bottle. 

  

PLEASE NOTE: CHILDREN’S LUNCH BOXES CANNOT BE STORED IN THE PRO-
GRAM REFRIGERATOR. – PLEASE DO NOT PACK FOOD ITEMS THAT NEED RE-

FRIGERATION. 

  

Please ensure that your CCS is active and current in your MyGov account, as 
this is not the responsibility of After The Bell Aus to maintain. 

Also, please note:  If an absence is recorded on your 1st day, or the last day of your 
vacation care booking, and you have no ongoing bookings with After The Bell Aus, 

Centrelink will remove any CCS that has been paid, and this will then reflect as ow-

ing to After The Bell Aus. 

  

Refunds and Medical Certificates do not apply to Vacation Care Bookings. 

As the above days have been confirmed as operating, should you wish to cancel 
a confirmed booking, the day is still payable, no swapping of days can be made. 

As the program has now been confirmed, all bookings placed from today will be 

at the casual rate - 

We look forward to seeing your there!! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


