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From the Principal
Dear Parents/Caregivers,

Education Week
This week has been Education Week across the state of Victoria. Here at Marong PS we have celebrated
Education week with some special events.

Open Night
On Wednesday evening we had a fantastic turn out of parents and students who came along to try all the
various activities available in each of the rooms. A crime scene was set up in Mr Riordan’s room, people
were given clues to help them solve the crime and thus identify the culprit. Among the many activities
available there was a hand writing challenge in the Grade1/2 SP room, a pop corn making activity in Mr
Stacey’s room, electronics activities in the STEM room and much more around the school. Once families
have visited each activity they were able to submit an entry in our prize draw. The prize for the night was
a family pass to the cinemas in Bendigo. The lucky family winners were the Simon’s family. I want to
thank Mr Saddlier for coordinating this night and all our staff for their preparation and support on the
night.

Information Session for New Parents
Yesterday afternoon we held an information session for prospective parents considering enrolling a child
at our school in 2023. This session was extremely well attended and we believe that it was the most number of families to attend one of these sessions to date. I want to thank Moyra O’Donoghue and Jack
Wardell for assisting with the school tour and also thank the other staff members who were able to be
present during this session.

From the Principal Cont’d…
Grandparents Morning Tea
This was an amazing event. The new Performing Arts Centre building was packed and hardly a spare
seat in the house. It was such a pleasure to see our grandparents and extended family members back
on site at MPS. Many thanks to Jacqui Whatley for coordinating a musical performance from our
Grade Prep 1/2 students.

Principal’s State Conference
On Monday and Tuesday of next week I will be attending a principal’s conference in Melbourne. Mr
Saddlier will be acting principal during my absence.

ENROL YOUR CHILD for 2023
We are currently asking parents of children who will commence school for the first time in 2023 to collect an enrolment pack from the front office. It would be appreciated if these forms could be returned
by Friday June 24th, the last of term two. Receiving the enrolments by the end of term two allows us to
commence planning for the new year. If we know how many students are likely to commence school
next year we can start our work force planning. If you know of any families who might be considering
coming to our school please advise them to contact us as soon as practical. For our families who already have a child at our school and you also have a prep student for next year, we encourage you to
please complete an enrolment package also as soon as possible.

Curriculum Day
Parents and Care givers are advised that on Friday June 10th 2022 we will be conducting a pupil free
day. School Council has endorsed this day as a curriculum day for staff.
An Outside School Hours Care program will run from 8.45am -5pm on this day. Before school care
will also operate on this day. Booking are essential for this program and they need to be made no later
than Monday June 6th. Please contact Chelsie or Rose Stewart to make a booking.

Book Club
Book Club catalogues have
been distributed through the
week. Orders and payment
are due Tuesday, 7th June.

Parents’ Club

Education Week

Grandparents’/ Special Person Morning Tea

Grade Prep
This week has been a very busy week with Education Week and we have all had a wonderful time.
This week during Smart Spelling we had a week revising the words dog, hand, jam and frog. We loved
celebrating our improvement in spelling and also focused really hard our letter formation. This term
out Integrated topic is “My Community” so in writing we learnt about fire fighters and what they do in
our community. In Math our topics were ‘events of the day’ and ‘data collection’ and we loved going
outside and recording down colours of cars that drove past the school. We have had some extra music
sessions with Mrs Whatley so that we are super ready for our special songs that we are singing tomorrow for our Grandparents. Thanks for another sensational week.

Emma Cook, Jess Taylor and Kate

Grades One/Two
What fun we have had this week in grade 1/2 . We have been exceptionally busy in the best way and
have loved the national simultaneous story time and open night along with the rest of the school. This
week we have been lucky enough to have our own 1/2 experience in OSHC. Our little ones headed
down to the Beehive on Wednesday afternoon and enjoyed a snack and a play in the new outside of
hour care facility. Thank you to the wonderful Chelsie Nickson for organising this event, the students
had an absolute blast. We are still researching the ‘current Marong community’ and have had a focus on
community helpers this week with a surprise guest coming next week. We have been working hard on
money for the second week and we have all loved seeing students jump up so much in their understanding of concepts like change and bank cards. We have continued to look at suffixes and are impressed with how quickly the students are able to spot them in their reading. We are working hard as
always and are happy to report another week of successful learning.

Miss O’Donoghue, Mr. Stacey, Mr Saddlier, Christine and Ms Patching

Grades Three/Four
The grade 3/4s have been busy at work this week and we’ve had a busy week!
For our reading this week our focus has been on the features of non-fiction texts and what interests
the reader. This has been done through following procedures, flowcharts, diagrams and captions.
In writing, our learning intention has been on information reports and how to plan properly. After
this we practiced our introduction paragraphs and trying to engage the audience.
Our 3/4s have been working hard finishing their tests and next week we begin to explore fractions
and look at different units of measurement! The integrated unit has moved from how Australia came
to be and we are now exploring each individual state in Australia and researching cities and major
landmarks.
On Wednesday we had a great night and a massive thank you to the grade 3/4 students that helped
in setting up our classroom and got it looking amazing for everyone!
Mr Johnstone, Miss Cooney, Rose, Chelsie and Fraser

Grades Five/Six
What a busy Education Week it has been with lots of fun and exciting things happening in the classroom
and school this week.
On Wednesday we joined together in our Performing Arts Centre for a National Storytime Simultaneous
Read. This was a wonderful story titled ‘Family Tree’. On Wednesday night, we were busy holding an
Open Night at our school. Thanks to all the families for coming to see our wonderful school. Thanks to
our school leaders for helping out with running some of the activities throughout that night. Then today,
what an awesome turn out for our Grandparents and Friends Moring Tea. It was wonderful to see students showing their special people around our school.
This week, students have been;
Reading – identifying similes and metaphors as well as understanding the message behind different song
lyrics.
Writing – writing and performing their own parody song.
Numeracy – finding percentages (10, 25 and 50%) of numbers and identifying distance on a map by using
scale.
Integrated – identifying why people migrated to Australia and the countries they came from.
RRRR – identifying positive and negative emotions and plan their own ‘Rollercoaster Day’.
Looking forward to another great week in the classroom next week.
Mr Riordan, Ms Gallagher, Mr Wardell & Abby

Library
National Simultaneous Story Time
On Wednesday 25th May, we at Marong Primary School joined with 2 million others from around the world,
including 56,000 from around Australia to read Family Tree written by Josh Pyke and illustrated by Ronojoy
Ghosh at 11:00am.
Family Tress is a beautifully illustrated book celebrating family, community and the seasons of life to cherish
and share. "It started with a seed, and that seed was me." And, over time, laughter filled my garden.
We filled the PAC and watched the online reading of the story, read by Josh Pyke. What a wonderful opportunity it was to gather as a whole school in our amazing new facility and celebrate reading together. Students from
grades 3-6 have completed a Family Tree which is on display in the library.
A huge thanks to Miss O for her willingness to take care of the technology and make this possible.

Story Time Props
A friendly reminder that students that need to bring props or a book for their Story Time project please do so by
our next Library session on THURSDAY JUNE 2nd. Please also remember to name anything you bring from
home.

Returns
Please remember to return your overdue books in the 'Returns" tubs on the Library desk. There are many students with overdue books. Notices of these will be sent home over the next couple of weeks.

Outside School Hours
Care

News from the Beehive

Chelsie – OSHC Coordinator & the OSHC Team

Prep - Ruby H
Ruby has shown great focus and independence this week with her writing and produced a fantastic piece about Fireman Sam. Ruby has been much more settled when sitting on the floor and respecting others when they are talking.
Well done Rubes this is terrific to see, we are very proud of you.

Grade One/Two Stacey - Riley W
Approaching a teacher or peer and asking for help takes a lot of confidence and Riley demonstrated his responsibility
in his learning by doing so. Throughout the week Riley asked questions to confirm his understanding of the task or
when he was unsure, a terrific attitude to have. Well done Riley!

Grade One/Two Saddlier/Patching - Lilly B
Lilly has been working so hard at developing confidence when sounding out her letters and blending them together
in Reading and Spelling. Keep up the awesome work Lilly!

Grade One/Two O’D - Tait T
Wow wow wow! This week was such an easy decision as Tait has been superhuman lately in the classroom. His writing has SOARED and I’m so happy with his dedication to his learning, especially his home reading. Tait is never off
beat these days and it is coming through in the quality of his work. Keep this up and you will be unstoppable Tait.

Grade Three/Four C - Jayla B
Jayla has been a superstar student this week! She has been a kind and caring member of our classroom, helping her
peers and working well in our group activities. Jayla has been impressive in our integrated lessons, using her research
skills to learn all about the Australian states and territories. Keep up the fantastic work Jayla!

Grade Three/Four J - Kaleb N
For showing the school values of ‘Responsibility’ and ‘Respect’. Kaleb has had another great week and he continues to
thrive in the classroom. Kaleb has done some excellent work and his BTN posters are always a highlight. Well done
Kaleb!

Grade Five/Six R - Jake R
Jake has demonstrated ‘Respect, Responsibility and Honesty’ in all aspects this week. Jake has been working hard in
the classroom, putting in effort in all he does. Jake worked well in his writing group this week, leading, creating and
performing a parody song. Well done Jake. Keep up the great work.

Grade Five/Six G/W - Lachie B
Lachie has been a superstar this week! He has been confident, sharing his knowledge and really intrigued in what
we’ve been doing in the classroom. Each time a question is posed to the class, Lachie’s hand is always up. He has
been listening well and taking on-board all new information. It was great to have conversations with him around the
protest songs written by Midnight Oil, particularly Blue Sky Mine. We are loving what you’re bring to the classroom
at the moment Lach. Keep up the great work!

