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NOVEMBER 2021

30th Prep Transition Day Three 9am-11am

2nd Melbourne Cup Day Activities
4th School Photos
10th Field Work Day– School Review
11th Parent Information Session - 5pm

December 2021

16th Prep Transition Day One 9am-10am

7th Prep Transition Day Four 9am-11am

19th Report Writing Day (Student Free)

17th End of 2021 School Year

23rd Prep Transition Day Two 9am-10am
24th Final Panel Day - School Review

RESPECT

RESPONSIBILITY

HONESTY

From the Principal

Dear Parents/ Caregivers,
Easing of Restrictions on Schools
I am delighted to inform our community that from Monday November 1st bans on a wide range of activities that
previously prohibited them from occurring will be lifted. Examples of activities that can now proceed from Nov 1 st
are as follows:
School tours, graduation ceremonies, school photos, camps and excursions, orientation and transition programs for
2022 prep students and 2022 year seven students.

Student Vaccination Information
For the benefit of parents of students aged twelve and over I provide the following advice as provided by DET. As
part of the COVID-19 vaccination roll-out, all school staff and all students aged twelve and over are now eligible to
receive a coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine. Information about vaccines and eligibility can be found on the
coronavirus.vic.gov.au website. Vaccination is not mandatory for students, however in alignment with health
advice, vaccinations are strongly encouraged as the best way to protect individuals, families and school communities from further outbreaks and the spread of COVID-19.

School Photos 2021
New guidelines will come into affect on Monday Nov 1st for schools with regard to school photos. Consequently
Jarryd from MSP photography has advised us, that our school photos will be taken next Thursday November 4th.
Please note MSP will be taking individual and family groups only. Whole grade photos will not be taken, however
grade photos will be compiled using each individual’s photograph, as was the case in 2020. An order form is attached to the newsletter. Online orders are preferred and the school can be contacted for ‘shoot key’ numbers to
complete the process.

School Review
A field work day will be held on Wednesday November 10 th. On this day the review panel will conduct classroom
visits and forums with groups of staff, students and parents. I wish to extend an invite to any parents who would
like to participate in the parent forum. Please register your interest at our office. These forums provide key stakeholders with the opportunity to provide valuable feedback to the panel re strengths of the school and areas for
improvement.

From the Principal Cont’d…

SunSmart
A reminder that all students are required to wear a hat during outdoor activities for the duration of term four.
Wide brimmed hats and bucket hats are acceptable head wear. Baseball caps are not acceptable as per our
SunSmart policy. Suitable school hats are available for purchase from the office.

Prep 2022 Parent Information Session and School Tours
An information session for parents of prep students in 2022 will held at the school on Thursday November 11 th
commencing at 5.00 pm. School tours will be available by request. Please contact the principal to arrange an appointment. Tours will be available from Monday 8 th November. Our prep 2022 orientation program will run at
the following times and dates.
Tuesday Nov 16th 9:00 – 10:00 am
Tuesday Nov 23rd 9:00 – 10:00 am
Tuesday Nov 30th 9:00 – 11.00 am
Tuesday Dec 7th 9:00 – 11:00 am
2022 Enrolments
If you haven’t enrolled an eligible child for school in 2022 can I urge you to do this as soon as possible. Workforce
planning is underway and we are very keen to have accurate information re our student numbers in 2022.

Facilities Development Progress Report
An exciting development occurred this week, with the opening up of our new sandpit area. This has been an instant hit with the students. More playground space is earmarked to be opened up to allow our students access,
hopefully as soon as early next week. The BER extension is complete and we are now waiting on an occupancy
permit, once in hand we can move students and staff into this area. The OSHC room is progressing well. A new
floor will be poured into the existing brick section hopefully next week. The performing arts building is also progressing well. A wooden floor has been installed and now has to acclimatise for a couple of weeks. Sanding and
polishing of the floor is due to commence on the 16 th of November. The retractable seating is scheduled to be installed on the 22nd of November. Our new fire services including tanks and pump station are being installed and
connections to the mains water is scheduled to occur on the 22 nd of November. Tunnelling under the Calder
Highway is required to complete this aspect of the project. Pardon the pun, but we are starting to see light at the
end of the tunnel.
Pat on the Back (The P.O.Bs)

This week I am awarding ‘Pats on the Back’ to a number of people who deserve recognition. Recipients of POB’s
are as follows:
Marong Primary School Parents Club
This group of dynamic workers continues to do great things for the students and staff of our school. In addition
many of their fund raising activities are also beneficial for the wider community. This year to date they have held
a colour run, pie drive, beanie sales and most recently a cookie dough fund raiser. As a consequence they have
raised significant funds which has been allocated to each class to spend on much needed resources. Super job,
well done!

Our Teachers
Today is ‘World Teachers Day’ so a POB is deserved to all our teachers for the fabulous work they do for the students of Marong PS. A team of champions!

The Students
A massive POB is extended to our students who have returned to school with confidence and great enthusiasm
despite the difficult times recently experienced. We are so pleased to have them all back on site.

School Photos

Parents Club
Lunch orders finally arrived last week and orders are back to normal going forward. For
now! Mango orders close at 11.59pm tonight and will be sent direct to the supplier, so get
your orders in via Qkr as we won't be able to take late orders. Delivery will be in December, we'll let you know a date when we get one. A big thankyou for everyone who has supported the fundraising efforts so far this year, we had the pleasure of going to the teachers over the last couple of weeks and purchased some goods for their classrooms. That's
it from us, any questions, feedback or fundraising ideas, please send us an email
on parentsclub.marongps@gmail.com.

Lost Property
We once again have a build up of lost property consisting mostly of jumpers in a variety of sizes. If you
would like to purchase any of these items for $2, please see Loretta at the office.

Building Works
This week saw the opening of our new sandpit and the addition of two rainwater tanks on the Calder
Hwy side of the school. Work is also continuing on and around the STEM/OSHC room area and additional concreting has been completed around the site also.

Grade Prep/One News
This week has been a short one but we have made up for it by having double the fun and a little extra work. The
students came back from their midweek break with a spring in their step and enough energy for the entire school.
Our focus this week has been..
In spelling, our preppies are starting to learn the term split digraph and how we read it as well as apply it to
our learning. While our ones have started their revision, going over all the words, sounds and letter combinations that they have learnt so far and seeing how many they can remember and apply to their work.
Our writing focus has taken us to a new topic…. WATER. Our students have enjoyed learning about the water
cycle and why water is so precious to us. They have produced some lovely posters and written facts to
match.
During numeracy our littlies have been drilling their number skills and developing their operation fluency.
They have been loving the place value warm up games and starting to show a deeper understanding of
number.
We are as happy as ever and are starting to look ahead and realise there isn’t much of the 2021 school year remaining!

Well done Mya!

Grade Two/Three News
What a FANTASTIC week four we have had in the Grade 2/3 rooms!!!
Our classrooms have had some new decorations added with an Achievement and Goal Tree. Students wrote on flowers some of the MANY things that they have achieved this year - it was lovely to celebrate with them their accomplishments! However, the year is not over and so leaves
were added to the tree with a single goal focus and a student led strategy of how they would
achieve their goal in Term four. We have also been learning about what causes day, night, and
the seasons in Integrated Studies. Over the past two weeks we have had a spring focus which led
to some hairy grass creatures being made. We all can't WAIT for the hair to start shooting!
This week we have been working on:
 Numeracy: It has all been about multiplication as we have been identifying patterns, linking
to skip counting and different strategies to solve multiplication equations. We also reviewed our
understanding of odd and even numbers.
 Reading: This week reviewed how to summarise fiction and non-fiction texts and then had
some fun with rhyming and alliteration.
Writing: We are still focussed on narratives; however we took a deep dive into introducing a
character into our text. We looked at adding emotive words, adjectives, and dialogue to really
make our characters leap off the page.
Have a FANTASTIC weekend, as always if you have any worries, concerns or celebrations please
don't hesitate to reach out to us over Dojo.
Take care,
Mr Riordan and Ms Roediger

Grade Four, Five & Six News
It has been wonderful having all of our students back in the classroom for face to face learning. Everyone has been so
excited to see their friends again and get back into a normal school day routine.
We are continuing with our revision this term and this week we have been focusing on analysing texts and synthesising new information from texts. Reading tasks this week allowed the students to discuss how different character
traits the actions of characters can influence the feelings of others in our stories. We also synthesised new information with our prior knowledge of the sport/pastime called Parkour.
Sentence structure and sizzling starts have been the focus of our writing sessions. Students have spent time this
week looking at the differences between simple, compound and complex sentences. We have used visual prompts
for students to develop sizzling starts to their narrative writing.
In numeracy, tasks have centred on the 4 four operations and checking the accuracy of the student’s calculations. We
have been doing a lot of maths task rotations which provides the perfect opportunity for peer teaching. The students
absolutely love being able to help and learn from their peers in a formal group setting.
SEPEP is the buzz word for our grade 4/5s at the moment and they are looking forward to starting the sport of soccer for their Phys Ed. I wonder if your child can remember what SEPEP stands for? Students have chosen teams and roles
for everyone in their team, now we are beginning to play. The idea of the program is for students to develop an
awareness and an appreciation for all of the roles which need to be undertaken for sports to occur such as coach,
scorer, umpire, photographers etc.
Enjoy the weekend – Mr Johnstone, Miss Cooney, Ms Patching and Mr Saddlier.

Task to do at home as a family.

Create a sizzling start by using the visual prompts above. You may choose to describe the characters or the setting.
Maybe you begin with dialogue or a rhetorical question. Don’t worry Mums and Dads, your kids are great at this
and will help you.
Have you ever have one of those embarrassing moments when your dad takes over and just ruins your birthday party? All of
your friends are standing there, staring in amazement, some sniggering behind their party hats, trying their best to hide so you
can’t see them. But you can see them. Your Dad thinks he is the perfect mix of funny and cool. Your friends think he is totally
weird and all you can think is “please Earth, swallow me… SWALLOW ME NOW!!”

Outside School Hours Care

Marong Primary School ‘Students of the Week’ are recognised for demonstrating our school values of
‘Responsibility,’ ‘Honesty’ and ‘Respect.’ We acknowledge the following students for their efforts this week:

Grade Prep-One Mr Stacey - Harper B

Harper has taken huge strides in her reading and writing and has really enjoyed our topic of ‘water’ this
fortnight. She has shown great responsibility in the classroom by keeping her readers up to date, editing
her writing and making sure she’s completed all the success criteria of the lesson .

Grade Prep-One Mrs Cook/Mrs Taylor - Mya B
For always trying her hardest and getting the job done! Mya is a leader in our room and always completes work to
the best of her ability. Her reading is outstanding and she is trying really hard with her writing. Mya is confident and
also very caring towards others in the classroom. Keep up the hard work Mya we are very proud of you!!!

Grade Prep/One O’Donoghue - James W
James has made incredible progress this semester in several areas of his work. His neatness and quality have dramatically improved as well as his concentration and effort. It is clear to see that James has been putting his best foot forward and wanting to get more out of his learning. Go James you’re a superstar!

Grade Two-Three Ms Roediger - Tabby E
CONGRATULATIONS Tabby on your reading! Your hard work of reading seven nights a week is paying
off. It has been wonderful to see you really enjoy new books and the joy on your face when you explain
them. Keep up the exceptional work!
Grade Two-Three Mr Riordan - Darcie C
For demonstrating ‘Responsibility’ in her learning this week. Darcie always works hard in the classroom and is engaged in all activities. She is a kind and helpful student who demonstrates our school values in all she does. Well
done on another super week Darcie! What a super student and person you are! Keep it up!

Grade Four-Five Miss Cooney– Lachie B
Lachie has been working really hard this term across all subjects. His dedication to learning has shone through, showing improvement in his reading and mathematics. Lachie's focus during our subtraction lessons has been excellent
and his hard work is really paying off. Keep up the fantastic work Lachie.

Grade Four-Five Ms Patching/Mr Saddlier-Seth M
For displaying such a responsible and positive mindset towards his learning since returning to the classroom. Seth
has put much focus into his writing sessions this week, with time spent planning his narrative and sizzling starts.
Keep it up Seth!

Grade Six Mr Johnstone - Harrison S

Congratulations Harrison on a fantastic week. I am extremely proud of the effort you have been putting in and
you have been consistently displaying our school values in and out of the classroom. Your effort and attitude to
pushing and testing yourself has been wonderful to see. Well done on a superb week Harrison, keep it up.

Community News

Community Information

Bendigo District Cricket Association - Under 12 Girls Cricket Competition
Wednesday night commencing mid November.
No gear required.
Five week competition.
Interested? Please pass your details onto Rose Stewart via the
office.
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