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SCHOOL VALUES
Achievement – (striving for our personal best) encompassing excellence, growth, aspiration, 
persistence, resilience, confidence, effort
Belonging – (making everyone feel safe, valued and included) community, teamwork, inclusion, 
cultural safety, acceptance, friendship
Respect – (treating ourselves, others and the environment with care and respect) courtesy, 
gratitude, kindness, empathy, compassion, tolerance
Responsibility – (taking ownership for our actions) accountability, integrity, reliability, leadership, 
courage, initiative, trustworthiness

REMINDERS

On behalf of the students of Marong Primary School, we 
would like to respectfully acknowledge the Dja Dja 
Wurrung as the traditional owners of the land and pay our 
respects to elders past and present. We are grateful to 
learn, play and grow surrounded by the plants, animals & 
waterways that the Djaara people have watched over and 
cared for, over thousands of years.

All students require a broad brim hat 
in term 1. Please ensure children 
have a drink bottle and a packed 

lunch.

Principal – Katie Lovel

Asst Principal – Hamish 
McCartney

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
END OF TERM – Next Friday we finish at 2.30pm.  Enjoy the term break everyone, stay safe and 
we will see you back on Monday 5th October .

COTTON BALL CHALLENGE!!
I set a challenge for our students at assembly on Monday.  For each smooth, quiet transition 
made or respectful behaviour they would be awarded a cotton ball.  If we fill the vase to the 
line they will earn a casual clothes day on Friday.  If they can fill the whole vase, they will earn 
a casual clothes day AND a disco !! They have been very motivated and are progressing 
nicely towards their goals.  #teamwork #respect

SCHOOL COUNCIL
Our next meeting is Wednesday 16th September at 6pm.

DONUTS FOR DADS / SPECIAL PERSON
We loved seeing so many dads and special people in the lives of Marong students here 
today to acknowledge Father’s Day.  Thank you for coming along – the kids love having you 
at school.

FOOTY COLOURS DAY
Thanks to Mr Westcott and the JSC for organising a fabulous day.  It was wonderful to see the 
whole school involved in the activities and the staff v Yr 6 football match did not disappoint.

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ANNOUNCEMENT
We are thrilled to announce Hamish McCartney is the successful applicant for the ongoing 
Assistant Principal role.  Hamish has already made a great impact at Marong, establishing 
positive relationships with staff, students and families and we look forward to his continued 
leadership across the school.

Medication
Please make yourself familiar with our medication policy that will be on our school 
website.
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DATES FOR SEPTEMBER
• Monday 14th – 16th – Grade 5/6 Camp

• Friday 18th – Last day of term 2:30 
dismissal.

• DATES FOR OCTOBER
• 5th October - First day of term 4 

PRINCIPALS AWARD

Kayden T – Kayden I love the way you have 
embraced the whole school challenge and 
worked to encourage everyone in library to 
sit quietly so ‘we’ could earn another cotton 
ball.  What a great community member you 
are!

Archer H – Archer I loved hearing how you 
asked great questions on the excursion this 
week.  What a great way to learn new 
information and interact in school activities.

PARENT/CARER OPINION SURVEY
Each year schools conduct the Parent/Carer Opinion Survey.  This survey provides valuable feedback to guide future 
planning.  We value our families as partners in learning and would appreciate you taking the time to complete the survey.  It 
is anonymous but we do get an updated response rate. We are currently at 25% (42) of 165 families invited so please grab 
a cuppa and take the time to complete the survey.  We would really appreciate it. The survey closes on Friday 
18th September.

BOOK PACKS
We are currently finalising the contents of each grade level book pack.  This is new for 2027.  What are the benefits of book 
packs –
· You order online by the end of the year making it time efficient and you don’t have to worry about getting 
anything sorted in the January break,
· Everything your child needs gets delivered to the school for you to pick up,
· Your child gets the same as everyone else,
· They are ready for learning from day 1

NEW BELLS
You might have noticed we have 2 new bells ringing at 8.45am and 3.45pm.  The 8.45am signals to students they are able to 
access their classrooms and staff are on duty.  The 3.45pm bell signals any students still on site need to find their families as 
staff are no longer supervising.

CAMP
Our year 5/6 students head off to camp on Monday returning Wednesday.  Any families with balances due please ensure 
these payments are made before Monday unless a payment plan has been arranged.  This is a fabulous extra curricula 
activity with so many benefits for students.  A huge thanks to the staff who are attending in order to make this happen.

CHILD SAFETY NOTICE
A reminder to families, we encourage you to take this opportunity to discuss stranger safety with your children, including:
Staying with friends and trusted adults when travelling to and from school as well as around the community.
Avoiding conversations with unfamiliar adults unless assistance is required in an emergency.
Reporting any interaction that makes them feel uncomfortable to a parent, carer, teacher or other trusted adult.
Moving to a safe place and seeking help if they ever feel unsafe.
We also ask all members of our community to remain vigilant. If you observe suspicious behaviour, individuals loitering 
around the school/community spaces, or any activity that causes concern, please contact Victoria Police immediately by 
dialling 000.

PFA NEWS
Footy Colours Day – Once again thanks to the PFA for organising the Hot dogs and primas for our Footy Colours Day on 
Monday!  Next term PFA will be assisting with the organisation of the Colour Fun Run – it will be bigger and better than before 
so if you’re able to help let us know.





GRADE PREP
Week 9, Term 3 

What we achieved this week!

marongps.vic.edu.au

What a wonderful week we have had in Foundation! The students have 
been busy learning, creating and building their confidence across all areas 
of the curriculum. We had a fantastic start to the week with Footy Colours 
Day! The students looked wonderful in their team colours and loved 
coming together to celebrate. It was a great way to begin our week with 
lots of excitement and school spirit.
This week in Sounds-Write, we have been focusing on the /th/ sound and 
learning the difference between the voiced and unvoiced /th/ sounds. The 
students have been practising listening carefully to the sounds they can 
hear and identifying how they are made.
Our Foundation students have been busy creating their very own 
information report posters about dogs! We have been learning about the 
features of an information report and how to include interesting facts 
under different headings. The students worked hard to create their posters, 
and they all looked absolutely wonderful!
In Maths, we have been learning about addition equations and developing 
our understanding of the counting-on strategy. The students have been 
practising putting the bigger number in their head and then counting on to 
find the answer. They have done a fantastic job using this strategy and are 
becoming more confident mathematicians each day!
Well done, Foundation, on another fantastic week of learning! We are 
so proud of the effort, enthusiasm and positive attitudes you continue to 
show each day.





GRADE 1/2
Week 9, Term 3 

What we achieved this week!

marongps.vic.edu.au

We are getting very close to the end of the 
term!
In Sounds-Write this week, Mr Riordan’s group 
explored for /sh/, and for /ch/, for /th/, for /k/, for 
/w/, for /ng/, and and for /k/ and /w/. Miss 
Williams’ group focused on the /s/ sound and its 
spellings <s, ss, st, c, ce, se, sc>, while Miss Thorn 
and Hayley’s group explored the /n/ sound and its 
spellings <n, nn, nr, gn, kn>.
In Writing, we explored a different text, Dingo. We 
looked at the key differences between narrative 
and informative texts, as well as identifying nouns 
and adjectives in sentences. Students had a go at 
independently identifying the correct nouns and 
adjectives to help make their sentences make 
sense.
In Maths, we continued working on time. We 
identified the small hand (hour hand) and the big 
hand (minute hand) on an analogue clock. 
Students also had a go at choosing a time and 
showing it on an analogue clock.
In Integrated, we continued making our mini beast 
habitats! It has been amazing to see our habitats 
coming together so quickly. Next Thursday, 17th 
September, we will be showcasing our Mini Beast 
Habitats, which we have been busy planning and 
creating throughout the term. We would love to 
invite you to come along and see our amazing 
work in the PAC from 3:00–3:30 pm.
We look forward to seeing you there!
Have a great weekend!
Mr Riordan, Miss Williams, Miss Thorn, Hayley, 
Brandi, Jai, Jobe, Tamina and Toby.



GRADE 3/4
Week 9, Term 3 

What we achieved this week!

Reminders 

marongps.vic.edu.au

The Grade 3/4s have had a very exciting week! On Wednesday, 
we had our Sustainability Excursion to White Hills. We had an 
excellent time learning about the little things we can do to help 
our planet, as well as the amazing work being done by people 
in Bendigo and the surrounding areas to care for our 
environment. Here are some of our thoughts from the 
excursion:

"My favourite part about the excursion was the concert they put 
on at the start because it was entertaining and I learnt to not 
keep your heater on million degrees to stop greenhouse gases. 
I also learnt to be brave as they performer had to be silly in 
front of lots of people" - Willow M (3/4L)

"My favourite part was the show at the start which was about 
not having your heater on too high and for too long and it 
creates greenhouse gases. I liked when we did the bird activity 
and we did a heap of colouring and word searches. I liked 
dressing up Mr Westcott because we were learning about not 
wasting materials" - Layla G (3/4W)

"We got to meet new classes at different schools, and we got to 
do different activities. My favourite activity was making 
bookmarks out of paper from the library because it was 
something that I was interested in especially because it was 
origami" - Aurora S (3/4O)

We are all very proud of how well our Grade 3/4's represented 
Marong Primary with pride. They were all very engaged in their 
learning. We look forward to our last week of Term 3 next week. 
Also, a special good luck to our ES Jimmy in the Marong grand 
final this weekend.

Miss O, Christine, Mr Westcott, Jimmy, Miss Lamb and Charli



GRADE 5/6
Week 9, Term 3 

What we achieved this week!

marongps.vic.edu.au

It has been another productive week in Grade 5/6, with students continuing to develop their skills across 
Mathematics, Literacy, Spelling and through opportunities to represent our school.

In Mathematics, students focused on probability, exploring the likelihood of different events and using 
mathematical language to describe possible outcomes. Students also completed their Daily Review 
activities, revisiting previously taught concepts and strengthening their mathematical fluency. A key focus 
was learning to edit and revise mathematical work, with students checking their answers, identifying 
errors and making improvements to their thinking and explanations.

In Literacy, students continued working on their extended Wonder essays, bringing together their 
understanding of Auggie’s journey, character development and the novel’s central themes. Students used 
the Bump It Up approach to review, edit and improve their writing, focusing on strengthening their ideas, 
evidence, explanations and overall structure.

During Spelling, students continued developing their understanding of etymology and morphology. 
Students explored words by identifying prefixes, roots and suffixes, considering what each part means 
and making connections to other words containing the same word parts. We also continued practising 
the Look, Cover, Write, Check strategy to support accurate spelling and encourage students to take 
greater responsibility for checking and correcting their work.

We would also like to congratulate both our Grade 5/6 boys and girls who represented our school this 
week. They demonstrated wonderful competitiveness, teamwork and sportsmanship, supporting one 
another and representing our school with pride. It was fantastic to see them working together, 
encouraging their teammates and giving their best effort throughout the day.

Silverband Lodge Camp – Monday to Wednesday

Students attending camp need to be at school by 8:45am on Monday. The bus will depart school at 
9:00am sharp, so please allow plenty of time to arrive, say goodbye and have belongings ready.

Enjoy the sunshine this weekend,

Miss Burton, Mr Johnstone, Mr Fry and Chelsie.





























Wednesdays
8:20am- 8:45am

Large Decking 
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