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From the Principal
Dear Parents/Caregivers,
Official Opening
Tomorrow, Friday June 3rd Maree Edwards the State Member for Bendigo West will officially open our
new facilities. Due to Covid Safe measures we cannot open this event up to all parents. Hence in addition
to staff and students we have restricted additional invitees to members of School Council and Parents
Club. School Council will look at options for a community opening of our new facilities at our next
meeting.

A Quote to Remember
I was introduced to this quote from Mayer Angelou an American Poet, at the principal’s conference I
attended earlier this week.

People may not always remember what you say or do, but they will, however
always remember how you made them feel!
This quote struck a chord with me as I believe it is something that as a school, we try very hard to do.
That is, make our staff, students, parents and visitors feel welcome, valued and safe. The feedback I
received last Friday from many of our grandparents, who were in attendance at our special morning tea,
certainly indicated that they believed that our school is a welcoming place. As principal I am very lucky
to work with a great staff group who want others to feel valued and welcome in their presence. In addition we have a fantastic parent community who are highly supportive and form positive relationships
with others. In an environment such as this, children can feel a sense of belonging. It is widely acknowledged that children who feel connected to their friends, teachers and school are likely to be successful as a
consequence. Post Covid lockdowns, the challenge for all schools is to continue to build connections with
all students, so that every individual can reach their potential. Whilst we do it well at Marong we are
conscious of the need to continue to do so. Making people feel welcome can be achieved simply by
acknowledging them, praising them and by showing you care about them as an individual.

From the Principal Cont’d…
Curriculum Day
Parents and Care givers are advised that on Friday June 10th 2022 we will be conducting a pupil free
day. School council has endorsed this day as a curriculum day for staff.
An outside school hours care program will run from 8.45am -5pm on this day providing we have a
minimum of 5 students booked in. At the time of printing this newsletter we do not currently have
enough bookings to make the program viable. Bookings are essential for this program and they need
to be made no later than Monday, June 6th. Please contact Chelsie or Rose Stewart to make a booking.

Enrol Your Child for 2023
We are currently asking parents of children who will commence school for the first time in 2023 to collect an enrolment pack from the front office. It would be appreciated if these forms could be returned
by Friday June 24th, the last of term two. Receiving the enrolments by the end of term two allows us to
commence planning for the new year. If we know how many students are likely to commence school
next year we can start our work force planning. If you know of any families who might be considering
coming to our school please advise them to contact us as soon as practical. For our families who already have a child at our school and you also have a prep student for next year, we encourage you to
please complete an enrolment package also as soon as possible.

Russell Jeffrey
Principal
Congratulations
Congratulations to Ella, Holly and Jemma who all received dux awards at the recent Marist College
presentations. These young ladies attended Marong PS from prep to grade six and have been friends
over their entire school journey.

Book Club
Book Club catalogues have been distributed and orders/payment are due Tuesday, 7th June.

Parents’ Club

Grade Prep
This week has been another sensational week and started with a lovely visit from the kinder kids on
Monday. During these sessions we enjoy reading a book and singing songs and it gives the kinder kids
a lovely insight into school life. In Smart Spelling our focus word was ‘zip’ and the sentence was ‘We
can do up our zip.’
We found the words ‘do’ and ‘our’ very tricky as they have different spelling patterns. In maths we
learnt about measurements and focused on long, short, tall, short. It was tricky getting our heads
around the difference between long and tall so we played a game of Simon Says to help us understand.
Next week we will have a special visitor from someone in the community, someone who keeps us safe,
follows the rules and cares for people. Can you guess who this might be??
Thanks for another wonderful week.

Emma Cook, Jess Taylor and Kate

Grades One/Two
We had a big surprise this week and welcomed Greg the policeman into the classrooms. Greg came as a
part of our ‘Community’ unit and was a real life expert on how communities work together to help one
another. The students loved getting their finger prints taken and enjoyed the activities that he brought
along. This week students have been getting their persuasive skills developed in order to convince the
council to construct a building of their choice in Marong. This links to our Community in the future topic where students will be shaping what Marong looks like years from now. In Math we have grown our
multiplication strategies and students have loved sharpening our accuracy with a range of equations.
Students have been working on simple ‘1 by 1’ multiplication all the way to four digit numbers. We
look forward to beginning to build our own community so keep bringing in those boxes and construction materials.
Miss O’Donoghue, Mr. Stacey, Mr Saddlier, Christine and Ms Patching

Grades Three/Four
The grade 3/4's have continued their hard work this week. In writing we have forged forth with our
information reports. Students have all selected a topic they are knowledgeable in and have been developing their skills of topic sentences, introductions, and conclusions.
For reading this week we have been looking at some different skills like analysing and synthesising.
We rounded out this work by making connections between different stories, looking at similar
themes, characters and problems.
Maths this week has seen us explore everyone's favourite topic - fractions! Everyone has made their
own fraction walls which have been a great help with our equivalent fractions.
A popular project from this week has been our exploration of the Australian States. All students have
been researching different states, their flags, flora and fauna emblems and the different landmarks
that make them unique, as well as drawing maps of each. We are all looking forward to seeing how
these turn out!
Have a great weekend everyone, only 3 weeks to go!
Mr Johnstone, Miss Cooney, Rose, Chelsie and Fraser

Grades Five/Six
This week has been a big week in the grade 5/6 area! Students have worked hard in Literacy, Numeracy and Integrated, learning lots and having some fun along the way.
During Literacy this week, students were creating their own readers’ theatre using picture story books. They will
present the readers theatre they have created next week. For writing, students have finished off a parody song and
will now perform the song while creating their own video clip. Finally in spelling, students have been working on
understanding when to use the suffix ‘ac ‘and ‘ic’ at the end of words.
Numeracy this week has consisted of students learning all about money. They have had to calculate amounts, figure
out change and work out percentage off items. Later in the week students worked on developing their directional
language and being able to use technical terms to guide people around maps.
For Integrated, students continued learning about Immigration to Australia. We looked at the challenges faced by
migrants in the 20th Century and how immigration has shaped Australia.
Well done on great week everyone! We look forward to great learning continuing.

Mr Riordan, Ms Gallagher, Mr Wardell & Abby

Art
Over the past couple of weeks the grade 1/2’s have been focussing on textiles and threads in Art. I
couldn’t help but share their wonderful weaving skills during the creation of their ‘God’s Eye!’ Well
done to all.

Outside School Hours Care

From the Beehive

This week in OSHC we have really been getting into playdough. The students have loved the lids of the
playdough containers where we can make moulds of different animals. The playdough tools have been lots
of fun also, especially the pizza cutter tool. To extend on this I decided to introduce my pasta machine. We
noticed that the more we shared the pasta machine the more the colours got mixed. This lead to some pretty
cool new colours. Lots of playdough pasta was created!
We were lucky enough to be given some dominoes from a member of the community this week. There were
lots or squeals of excitement as we explored these. We were able to explore ‘cause and effect ‘with the
dominoes.
We are just loving having our new kitchen space in the beehive. This week saw cupcakes and freshly
squeezed orange juice being made.
A reminder bookings for the all day care (8:45am—5pm) on Friday
the 10th of June closes this
Monday.

Marc and I are excited to announce now that the Beehive is up and running, Breakfast
Club will now run twice a week. Every Wednesday and Friday you can join Marc and
myself in the Beehive from 8:30-8:45 for some breakfast with your peers. I couldn’t
think of a better way to start the day.
This is a free program for all students to enjoy.
Chelsie

Prep - Charlotte H
Charlotte has had a wonderful week of learning and her concentration skills have been out of this world. When sitting
on the floor her eyes are ALWAYS on the teacher and when asked a question about what we need to do next, Charlotte can ALWAYS give the correct answer. Charlotte you are a wonderful role model in the classroom as you always
do the right thing. We are so proud of how far you have come with your learning this year. Keep up the sensational
work you little superstar!

Grade One/Two Stacey - Molly B
Molly has been really enjoying her persuasive writing this week. Her piece on what future Marong needs was a pleasure to read. She has been trying really hard this week in spelling and numeracy and the hard work is paying off! Well
done Molly.

Grade One/Two Saddlier/Patching - Evelyn S
Evelyn has been a delight in the classroom by finishing all tasks, setting a great example to peers and just being a positive member of our school community. Congratulations Evelyn!

Grade One/Two O’D - Alli F

I am over the moon to give out this award to Alli, she is a quiet achiever who never misses a mark so it is wonderful to celebrate her most recent success! Alli’s reading has sky rocketed and It is a joy to listen to her improve her accuracy and fluency! Alli is a reliable and kind member of the class and every student decided it was
time she got some recognition! GO ALLI !

Grade Three/Four C - Kobei B
Kobei has been a superstar this week! He has been super focused in all learning tasks and is showing great ownership
for his learning. Kobei has impressed me with his work in integrated, researching Queensland and creating a map
with a well thought out key. Keep up the awesome work Kobei!

Grade Three/Four J - Zayde W
Zayde has had a sensational week and he’s deserving of our student of the week. His attitude, his application to his
school and his overall demeanour this week has been 10/10. I am super proud of your efforts mate and I hope to see
this continue on!

Grade Five/Six R - Neve B
For demonstrating ‘Respect’ to her peers. Neve was voted by her classmates to be our Student of the Week. Neve is
always kind, helpful and a great friend to others. She works hard in the classroom, putting in her best effort in all she
does. Neve worked well in her writing this week, creating an amazing script for the picture story book ‘The Very
Hungry Caterpillar’. Well done Neve.

Grade Five/Six G/W - Sharnie M
For demonstrating the school values of respect, responsibility, and honesty this week. Sharnie has had a great week in
and out of the classroom and is becoming a real leader. She has given all work her best effort, highlighted this week
through her amazing work on her group’s parody. Well done Sharnie and keep up the good work.

