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April

See the Wellbeing Page!
Thurs 10th School Council Meeting 7pm

Fri 8th End Term One

Mon 14th Labour Day Public Holiday

School Council AGM and 2022
Council General meeting 7pm
Wed 30th

RESPECT

RESPONSIBILITY

HONESTY

From the Principal
Dear Parents/Caregivers,
School Council Elections
Parents are advised that the 2022 School Council election process will commence on Friday, March 11th . Nominations for vacant
positions will open on this day. Nominations close on the 18th of March at 4pm. School Council is the governing body of the school.
Council oversees school finances, policy implementation, facilities development and the council also coordinates sub committees
such as fund raising, curriculum and environment sub committees. It is a rewarding experience as each councillor brings their own
valuable life skills and knowledge to the role. Our council consists of eight parents, two DET reps and the principal.
Each year we call for nominations for vacant positions on council. This year we have 4 parent vacancies and one teacher vacancy.
There are four current councillors whose term of office expires this year. These members are entitled to renominate. For our council
to operate effectively it is essential that we fill all vacant positions. Our council meets twice a term and we endeavour to make the
time commitment no more than one and half hours duration per meeting. Please consider nominating for our council. If you would
like more information please contact the principal, Russell Jeffrey .

Parent Reps whose term expires in
March 2022

Jason McDonald
Corey Condick
Michelle Smith
Michael Scanlon

DET Reps whose term expires in March
2022

Moyra O’Donoghue

Parent Reps whose term expires in March
2023

Chris Lakey
Denise Munro
Dean Carter
Peter Pollock

DET Reps whose term expires in March
2023

Jake Saddlier

School Council Meeting
All current Marong Primary School councillors are advised that there will be a meeting of council on Thursday
March 10th commencing at 7pm here at the school. This is the last meeting of our current council.
There will be an Annual General Meeting of School Council on Wednesday March 30 th commencing at 7pm. The
election of office bearers for the next term of office will take place during this meeting. This meeting will be immediately followed by a general meeting of our 2022/23 council.

From the Principal Cont’d…
Parent Teacher Interviews
Next week our Term One Parent/Teacher interview process will commence. Parents can arrange appointments by contacting their child’s teacher. These meetings are an essential part of the Home/
School partnership. I encourage all parents to take up the opportunity to attend these meetings. Our
interviews are time framed, due to the number of parents each teacher meets with. As the school year
is only 4 weeks old, the purpose of these meetings is to provide parents with an opportunity to meet
their child’s teacher, share first hand information about what has been happening in the classroom thus
far, discuss what is planned going forward and an opportunity to outline some expectations around
home reading etc. Due to the tight time frame I am encouraging teachers and parents to stick to the
agenda and time allocation.

Shade Sail Grant
Marong Primary School has successfully applied for a Shade Sail Grant via the DET Smarty Grants program. The school will receive $23900 to erect a shade sail between the portable building closest to the
oval and the new OSHC building. This shaded area will be available for use as an outdoor learning
space once erected. This project is anticipated to be completed by the 31st of May.

Get Thinking! Mathematical Problems
There are 3 Dalmatian puppies: Spot, Socks and Patches. Spot has fewer spots than Socks, but more
spots than Patches. Which puppy is the spottiest?
I was 27 the day before yesterday and next year I’ll be 30. When is my birthday?
Answers in next weeks newsletter.

Russell Jeffrey
Principal
Marong Primary School
School Building Works

Walking School Bus
Unfortunately we have had very little interest in our Walking School Bus for this term and as a result we have
had to reduce one of our walking days from the Golf Links estate.
Please see the days, meeting times and places from which our Walking School Bus will officially begin next week.
If you would like to volunteer to assist our WSB, please contact Mr Saddlier.
Estate
Discover Marong

Golf Links

Walking Days

Starting point

Walking Route

Tuesdays and
Thursdays

Corner of Dorset
Drive and Falls
Street

Via

Wednesdays
only

Corner of Carlin way
and Ormond Drive

Via

Starting
Time.
8:25am

Lisburn Street, Grafton Way & Pembroke
Drive
8:30 am

Brampton Way & Evermore Drive

Asthma Plans
If you’re child is flagged as asthmatic on the Department of Education system (as advised at the time of enrolment), your child should have been provided with an ‘Asthma Australia Action Plan on Thursday. (If you
haven’t already completed one).
Whilst it is a requirement that the plan is signed off by a doctor, it is important for us to have details relating to
your child’s asthma, triggers, prevention and treatment held at school and particularly so if your child is attending Marong PS for the first time. If a doctor’s appointment cannot be immediately arranged to complete the
form, please provide an Asthma Action Plan for the school anyway. A form signed-off by a doctor can be provided at a later date.
All school staff are trained and accredited in asthma management.

Big Congratulations!!
Congratulations to our very own grade four– Johnstone student Hayley, who last night won the U11/U13 Colin
Fitzgerald Wheelrace at the Bendigo velodrome for the second time! This is an extremely prestigious race
named after Colin Fitzgerald who is a local past Olympian. Staff and students at Marong PS are super excited
and very proud of Hayley.

CSEF - Camps, Sports and Excursion Funds

Grade Prep
Our first FULL week was certainly tiring however we all tried our very best and had a wonderful time.
During Smart Spelling this week we revised our first four words and sentences of the week. During our writing
activities we walked around and completed a ‘gallery walk’ where we celebrated our achievements and looked at
our progress from the beginning of the year. It was so lovely to see how proud the children were of their work
and how far they have come in the last five weeks.
We also had our second Literacy Discovery morning where the students were able to demonstrate student agency
and choose which activity they would like to explore. The students LOVE these sessions and we love watching
them engage in literacy activities while creating their own learning.
In Maths this week we explored the numbers 19 and 20 and revisited the numbers 0-20. We also learnt all about
many different 2D shapes and had lots of fun playing games and completing activities to help us find out all about
shapes. Another great week, well done. Prep Team!

Grades One/Two
This week we landed in Los Angeles and have been living it up in the USA. We have been touring all the big landmarks, Mount Rushmore, Statue of Liberty, Times Square and Hollywood Hill. Students have been continuing
developing their procedural knowledge by creating and designing their own burgers. Some have used paper, arts
and craft, Lego or boxes to make their burger masterpieces but they have all done a wonderful job to write up and
then follow their procedural instructions. In reading this week, conjunctions have been our focus and the students
have learnt a catchy song to describe some of the more common connectives. In Math we have moved onto worded addition problems ranging through different levels of abilities to cater to the student’s needs. Wish us luck on
our travels next week.
Miss O’Donoghue, Mr. Stacey and Sarah Roediger

Grades Three/Four
The 3/4 team are absolutely flying at the moment.
For literacy, our reading focus has us looking at analysing and finding the main idea in specific texts.
We’ve been exploring a range of different texts from narratives, information pieces and there’s even been
some poetry in there. This week will see us finishing off our narrative writing for this term as we all finished our final writing pieces, ready to show off during parent/teacher interviews.
Our grades have been looking into number patterns for math and investigating ‘what’ and ‘how’ a pattern
can occur in numbers. The second half of the week sees the 3/4's planning, creating and designing 3D
cities/structures in small groups using nets and some recyclable materials.
Integrated is heating up and we are beginning to form our own parties and voting in our leaders/
representatives. Students are forming ideas and plans to try and gain voters among both grades, some interesting tactics being employed by both sides…
Next week we have our parent/teacher/student interviews, we look forward to seeing and meeting you all
next week!
Enjoy your weekend everyone,
Mr Johnstone, Miss Cooney, Chelsie and Rose

Grades Five/Six
Grade 5/6’s are settling in nicely to their busy routine and are enjoying the many work tasks presented to them each
week.
We started the week exploring the life of Captain Francis Melville, who we discovered was quite an unsavoury fellow and is remembered in the Inglewood area at Melville Caves. It is said he spent time hiding in the caves and
using them as a look out in the mid 1800’s. Student’s completed a timeline on Captain Melville, researching the important stages of his life. This skill was then replicated when researching and creating a timeline for their notable
Australian’s project.
In literacy, students have been building on their visual descriptions, where they are able to create images from stories/books by just listening to the descriptive language. Students were able to have a laugh and share their designs
as they attempted to share their picture of a Nogard. Make sure you ask your student what a Nogard is! Student’s
then built on this skill when they began creating a picture story book to complement their narrative writing. We are
hoping to have both completed by parent/teacher interviews next week.
In writing, students have spent time brainstorm, writing a sizzling start with onomatopoeia and dialogue and creating a narrative text with plenty of detail. We have been pleased with the effort the students have been putting in
thus far.
In Math, the students minds have been blown. An easy task of brainstorming what we remember about fractions
showed A LOT of information. We were then able to delve further into equivalent fractions, the relationship between fractions, decimals and percentages, and begin counting along a number line. Students consolidated their
knowledge of the fractions on a number line by breaking up into groups of four and racing horses by adding and
subtracting fractions. We have also been progressing through the ‘Taco Truck’ mini project with some students being able to hold their 3-dimensional model already. Special mention to Kallan Hammond – your work is amazing!
We have also continued chipping away at our notable projects. Students have been spending time researching key
information on their topic and recording facts in their books. We have had great buy in with all students so far,
with the end goal of a notable night keep students engaged.
Parents – if you haven’t booked a time for your parent/teacher interview yet, please contact your classroom teacher.
Miss Gallagher, Mr Wardell and Mr Riordan.

MARC Library

FICTION VS NON-FICTION

Grade 1/2
This week in MARC lessons we looked at the difference between fiction and non-fiction books. We focussed on books about planes since the students have just recently flown to North America! Students
helped to label the different parts of an aeroplane and each drew their faces in a window.

Prep
We looked at the difference between The Very Hungry Caterpillar and a non-fiction book about the life
cycle of a butterfly. Students discussed the differences, looking at illustrations vs photographs, content
pages and the index. We all made our own butterfly life cycle which you can see on display in the corridor.

Outside School
Hours Care
This week we have had 3 stand out activities in before and after school care, woodwork, knitting and crafting.
It has been so good seeing the students so engaged in the activities and then again when they finish their project.
Did You Know That Woodworking Has Health Benefits?






BOOST MOOD AND MENTAL SHARPNESS.
REDUCE ANXIETY AND STRESS.
UTILISE MATH AND COMMUNICATION SKILLS.
IMPROVE CARDIOVASCULAR HEALTH AND FINE MOTOR SKILLS.
HONE A CREATIVE SKILL

If you have any of the following items at home collecting dust, we sure
would appreciate them for use in
OSHC.
Wood off cuts
Small tools- pliers etc
Nails
Craft supplies
Material

Chelsie Nickson- OSHC
Co-ordinator

Knitting Machine

Breakfast Club
Breakfast club is held from 8:30- 8:45am. Join us on the big decking
each Friday morning for some delicious breakfast and a catch up to
start the day.

Mindfulness Apps for Children
Smiling Mind
This app has great body scan meditations to help children develop the awareness of what’s happening in their bodies.
Learning about what’s happening in your body is one of the first steps of an authentic mindfulness practice.

Headspace (for Kids)
This app teaches parents and children together about meditation for different age levels. They focus on Calm, Kindness, and
Bedtime.

Calm
This app provides mindfulness and sleep stories for children of varying ages. Several parents I know use the app to help
their children relax and restore themselves after a full day of running around.

Three Good Things: A Happiness Journal
This app is simple and easy-to-use, helping children focus on the positive and recognizing what went well today. (Ages 6
and up.) Every child gets to list three things daily that went well, which begins to train their mind to look for things to appreciate and begin a gratitude practice.

Insight Timer
This app is free with meditations for parents and children. They focus on relaxation, managing stress, concentration, and
sleep, as examples.

Raising Mindfulness: One Breath at a Time
Children need more than ever to learn how to calm and re-centre themselves in this world full of opportunities to get offbalance. Whether they’re having difficulty with a “mean girl or boy” at school or recovering from a natural disaster such as
many of my Santa Barbara clients, the world is constantly providing us lessons, which we can use to remember that inside of
us is everything we need including the ability to get calm and begin again.
Maureen Healy is a popular speaker and emotional coach whose book, Growing Happy Kids, has won multiple awards.

Wellbeing Cont’d…
Mindful March

Wellbeing Wall Cont’d…
To help support the well-being of our students, Marong Primary School has been
operating ‘Space4Space’ to provide an opportunity for students to retreat to the
library during lunch time to help reset and restore their mindset. So far the students have
enjoyed
reading, drawing and relaxing when it is their turn to participate.

Prep - Seth H
Seth’s confidence is growing and growing every day and we are so very proud. This week he has come into the classroom ready to learn and give each activity a good crack. He is working really hard when at the table working independently however isn’t afraid to ask questions or for help. Keep up the hard work Seth you are a superstar!!!!

Grade One/Two Stacey - Rheef S
Rheef has been so consistent in his efforts in class since returning. Working very hard on his maths, procedural writing
and spelling activities. So happy to have Rheef back in the classroom with his kind and respectful nature. Well done
Rheef.

Grade One/Two Sarah - Angus K
Wow Angus - You have absolutely blown me away with your listening skills over the last 2 weeks! I have been so impressed to see you take ownership of your learning such as choosing a helpful space to sit on the floor. You have been
blitzing it in spelling and it is wonderful to see you sounding our words and spelling them correctly. You should be
SO PROUD of yourself; your hard work is really starting to show. Don't stop now! Keep up the EXCEPTIONAL
work!!!

Grade One/Two O’D - Izsak H
Izsak has had a dramatic change in attitude this week and has decided that he is going to now take responsibility for
his own learning and push himself to work the best he can. It has been awesome to watch this change and now see
how proud he is of himself and wanting to keep moving in this direction. I am lucky to have Izsak as a student, well
done champion!

Grade Three/Four C - Robbie J-B
Congratulations Robbie! Robbie has been dedicated to his learning this week. He has been consistently focused during
class time and takes the opportunity to ask questions when unsure. Robbie has also been a great helper to his peers,
providing support during maths and integrated sessions. Keep up the awesome work Robbie!

Grade Three/Four J - Lana M
Congratulations to our student of the week, Lana! Lana’s attitude and application in the classroom is always superb.
This week she has completed work to the best of her ability and on top of that, she produced a fantastic narrative. Well
done Lana, keep up the great work!

Grade Five/Six R - Angus A
For demonstrating all three school values consistently each week. Angus is dedicated in the classroom, always putting
in effort in all he does. He shows respect to others and consistently models exemplary behaviours in our room. I have
been super impressed with the work and effort he produces each and every week. Well done on a great start to the
term Angus.

Grade Five/Six G/W - Kodi H
Kodi has shown great responsibility in his learning. Kodi has had a great year so far, working hard in all areas of his
learning and completing his work to a high standard. This was particularly evident in his narrative this week. Well
done Kodi and keep up the great work.

Community

Foooty is back!
Junior football training commences as follows:
Under 16 - Coach Greg Toomey
Monday and Wednesday commencing 28th Feb 4:15pm-6pm
for four weeks.
Tuesdays and Thursdays commencing 29th March 4:15pm-6pm.

Under 14 - Coach Aaron Hope
Wednesday 2nd March 4:15pm - 5:45pm.
Training will then be the same as the U16s Monday & Wednesday (until cricket season finishes) then revert to
Tuesdays and Thursdays, as of 29th March.

Under 12 - Coach Ben Schneider
Training will commence Tuesday 1st March 4:15pm-5:45pm. Training will then be Tuesdays for four weeks, then
revert to Wednesdays as of 30th March.

Under 9, Under 10, and Under 12 Girls
The season for these age groups will commence a few weeks later, therefore training times will be announced
shortly.
If you are know others who may not be on the Marong Junior Panthers Facebook page and have children wishing to play, let them know to apply to the Junior Panthers page. As a private page an administrator will confirm
your request.
A reminder that all players need to be register via PlayHQ via the link below.

https://www.playhq.com/afl/register/fab73

Greg Toomey
Junior Co-Ordinator

Community
Voltaire Calisthenics Juniors team is still looking for members to enable this age group to fill a full
team. we are looking for children turning 11, 12. or 13 years of age this year, so for the most part, children in grade 5, 6, or year 7 at school.

Community

Register now to play soccer for
Eaglehawk in 2022

FC Eaglehawk’s junior registrations for the 2022 BASL Season are now open.
Whether you’ve played before or not, all are welcome at Eaglehawk. Join us for
a season of skill development, having fun, and participation in a team sport.
Whether you’re a returning player or wanting to try something new, FC Eaglehawk welcomes players of all ages and experience. We have teams ranging from
U6’s all the way to Youth.
We are hosting a registration evening at Truscott Reserve on Thursday the
10th of March.
This will be an opportunity to ask any questions, set up payment plans, and order merchandise. We can also provide assistance to register.
FC Eaglehawk Junior Registration Evening
Thursday the 10th of March 2022
5.30pm – 6.30pm
5 Murdock Street, California Gully 3556
For further information, please contact Jase on 0417 380 591, email admin@fceaglehawk.com.au or visit our Facebook page.

Community

East Shelbourne Recreation Reserve Management Committee is holding

A Grand Community Garage / Car Boot Sale Day
Saturday 2nd APRIL 2022.
Sale commences at 8am and goes through to
2pm.
East Shelbourne Recreation Reserve,
Bendigo - Maryborough Road (C277)
Shelbourne.
Do you have a shed or house full of items you no
longer need?
Don't want to have your own garage sale with strangers wandering around your
property?
Join us as a Stall / Car Boot Holder at our community garage / car boot sale!
Site Fees: $5 for car boot, $10 for a small stall, $20 for a larger stall.
To book your site and gain further information please call Chris 0488 992 714
This will be a great opportunity for you to exchange those items you have that are
taking up valuable space and turn them into cash., meet your neighbours, explore the
reserve, and have a chat about the history and future of the Reserve.
A Fun day with a chance to find a bargain and/or make a great deal!
We will provide all the advertising and large signage at the reserve. You are welcome to come on Friday
1st April from 2pm onwards to set up your stall. you will need to BYO everything for your stall. We will
have security overnight at the Reserve from 3pm Friday 1st April.
You will need to be prepared to use cash for sales as the mobile coverage can be unreliable.

