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SCHOOL VALUES

At Marong Primary School, we are committed to fostering a safe, supportive, and inclusive learning 
environment. Our core values guide our actions and shape our community:
• Respect: We treat everyone with kindness, consideration, and value their unique contributions.
• Responsibility: We take ownership of our actions, make responsible choices, and contribute 

positively to our school and community.
• Honesty: We act with integrity, communicate truthfully, and build trust in all our relationships.

REMINDERS

UPCOMING EVENTS

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

• Prep rest days – 25th Feb
• PFA meeting – 3:40 17th Feb
• Clean up Australia Day – 27th 

Feb 

On behalf of the students of Marong Primary 
School, we would like to respectfully 
acknowledge the Dja Dja Wurrung as the 
traditional owners of the land and pay our 
respects to elders past and present. We are 
grateful to learn, play and grow surrounded by 
the plants, animals & waterways that the Djaara 
people have watched over and cared for, over 
thousands of years.

• Walk/ride to school
• Clean up Australia Day
• Classroom family activity

All students require a broad brim hat 
in term 1. Please ensure children 
have a drink bottle and a packed 

lunch.

Principal- Kaite Lovel

Assistant Principal- 
Jake Saddlier 

P.O Box 303
Marong 3515

Phone – 5435 2288
Email – marong.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Website – www.marongps.vic.edu.au 

CLUBS UPDATE
Reading Club – 8:45 every morning in Miss 
O‘s room for any student wanting a 
reading session signed in their diary.

Drawing Club- each Tuesday during the 
first half of lunch, students have the 
opportunity to join in some quiet drawing 
in the PAC ran by Miss O with the 
assistance of some wonder 3/4 helpers. 

mailto:marong.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.marongps.vic.edu.au/
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Positive school environments are important because everyone has the right to be safe and play 
a shared role in being respectful. Everyone at school, particularly staff and parents/carers, play a 
role in making school a better place for learning and work.
Respectful behaviours are important in building strong, healthy and thriving school 
communities.  We are currently working on respectful lining up, using walking feet and voices off 
to enter and exit our buildings in a safe way.  1/2R were being role models for this.
Parents/carers can create a positive environment for learning and work by:
modelling positive behaviour to their child/children and to the school community
communicating politely and respectfully with all members of the school community
working with the school to achieve the best outcomes for their child/children
treating all school staff, students, and other members of the school community with respect.
We are here to assist with any of your concerns. As per our Parent/Guardian matrix which can be 
found on our website, please address any safety concerns with teachers/office staff.  A reminder 
parents/guardians are not to approach other students to address these concerns.
See the attached flyer to next Friday’s Clean Up Australia Day Family activity.  We can’t wait to 
see you all here.

PRINCIPAL AWARDS
Willow M – Willow has been seen many times including the younger students in the down ball 
game. She has supported them by telling them how to play, explaining the rules and 
encouraging their efforts.  Well done Willow M !

Michael-James – Has settled in so well to our school and has given everything his very best 
effort this week.  Well done Michael-James!

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS MESSAGE

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE

The first school council meeting will be 
Wednesday the 25th of February at 6pm.
The AGM will be 25th of March.
If you’re interested in joining, please see 
Trudy or Katie.

PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 

UPDATE 

The first meeting was held last Tuesday. Ms 

Lovel outlined some new information for PFA 

and provided a report on what’s happening 

around the school. It was great to see some 

input from families on things they’d like to see. 

Watch out for AGM details. A great club to join!

There are clear boundaries about how 
adults in our school community interact 

with children at Marong PS.  





GRADE PREP
Week 4, Term 1 

What we achived this week!

Reminders 

marongps.vic.edu.au

We are so proud of the students’ effort and 
enthusiasm — they are showing great 
confidence and a wonderful willingness to 
have a go at new learning!
In Sounds-Write, students have been learning 
the new sounds n, o and p through word 
building and sound swap activities. Some of 
our focus words have included nap, pin, man 
and pot. It has been fantastic seeing 
students carefully say each sound and blend 
them together to read words independently.
In Writing, we have continued learning about 
sentence structure and have begun our 
Nursery Rhymes unit. This week we focused 
on Miss Polly. Students had an awesome go 
at writing words such as Polly, dolly and bed, 
and practised putting the story into the 
correct sequence.
In Mathematics, we have been focusing on 
number formation, particularly the 
numbers 6–10. Students have also been 
matching numbers to quantities using 
hands-on manipulatives as well as drawing 
and colouring to represent amounts.

• Next Wednesday the 25th is the final 
foundation rest day. Prep students will 
commence full weeks from Monday 
2nd March.

• Please ensure library books are returned 
each Monday.



GRADE 1/2
Week 4, Term 1 

What we achived this week!

Reminders 

This week in Reading, we were introduced 
to the book Ask Aunty Seasons. We 
explored the six different seasons of Bardi 
Country and learned how seasonal 
changes are identified through shifts in 
tides, mosquito activity, and weather 
patterns. Students enjoyed discovering 
how closely nature is observed to 
understand these changes.
In Writing, we focused on informative texts 
and were introduced to common nouns 
and proper nouns. Students practised 
creating sentences that included both a 
common and a proper noun. On Friday, 
we were treated to some fantastic pieces 
during Free Write Friday — it was 
wonderful to see such creativity and effort 
on display!
In Maths, we worked on adding and 
subtracting numbers to 20 using a variety 
of strategies. Students practised counting 
forwards and backwards and were 
introduced to the “split strategy” to 
support addition.
In Integrated Studies, we explored how 
transportation has changed since the 
1800s. We compared horse and cart travel 
to modern buses and discussed how 
transportation has evolved over time.
Have a wonderful weekend!
Miss Williams, Mr Riordan, Miss Thorn, 
Hayley, Jai, Christine and Jobe.

marongps.vic.edu.au



GRADE 3/4
Week 4, Term 1 

What we achived this week!

Reminders 
 

marongps.vic.edu.au

Week four and our brains are filling up more!
This week has been jam packed with learning and routines. We 
have really settled into the year now and have loved getting to 
know our classmates better. We have adopted the ‘Westcott 
way’ and have created line orders to create more orderly 
transitions between classes.
This week we have…
Reading- our hero in our novel is stranded on an island and we 
are on the edge of our seats waiting to see how he will survive 
his explorations.
Math- studying addition and subtraction, we relearnt vertical 
addition with and without regrouping. And began doing worded 
subtraction with borrowing in math. Students were working 
between 2-6 digit numbers and enjoyed their weekly rotation 
session.
Writing- we have been prepping for our final week on persuasive 
writing, arguing whether to bring their devices to school or to get 
a school pet dog. Their statements and reasoning have been 
wonderfully thought out and we found them very convincing.
Integrated studies – creating our own crafty compasses with 
paper plates to help us ‘navigate’ around the school.
Wellbeing- students created positive affirmations poster, with all 
their positive qualities.
ICT- we looked at the user agreement for using technology use, 
we learnt how to save a document in the right files and became 
more confident with logging on.

We have noticed in all grades this week that students have been 
making “jokes” at the expense of others and “roasting” other 
students. We have spoken to all the students about interacting 
kindly amongst their peers and the power that words can have. 
Please take some time to chat to your student, reminding them 
that a joke makes others feel happy, not something to make fun 
of someone. 

• Please ensure you are listening to your student 
read 5 SESSIONS A WEEK, this is checked weekly 
and makes a real difference. 

• Music program has started, please remember your 
own guitars each Tuesday if your child is in the 
session.

• Lunch orders and Zooper Doopers can be ordered 
on the QRK app

• Join our school Facebook page for updates and 
reminders



GRADE 5/6
Week 4, Term 1 

What we achived this week!

Reminders 

marongps.vic.edu.au

Week 4 has been another busy and productive week of learning for the Grade 5/6 students.
In Literacy, students continued with partner and independent reading, focusing on fluency, 
comprehension and discussing texts in detail. As part of our spelling and phonics work, 
students explored the Sounds Write /ee/ sound, identifying different ways it can be 
represented in words.

In writing, students continued to develop their narrative 
texts, focusing on creating dynamic dialogue to reveal 
character and move the story forward. Students also 
participated in Pen Wars, practising quotation marks and 
character dialogue.
In Mathematics, students focused on multiplication 
strategies, using a range of methods to solve problems 
efficiently and accurately. Lessons included explicit 
teaching, guided practice and independent tasks to 
support students at different ability levels.
In Integrated Studies, learning centred on political parties, 
bias, and how bills are created and passed. Students 
explored how different viewpoints can influence decision-
making and the importance of being informed when 
engaging with political information.
It was another strong week of learning, with students 
continuing to build confidence, skills and independence 
across all areas.

Miss Burton, Mr Johnstone, Mr Fry and Chelsie.

• Please remember to bring in HOME 
READING DIARIES on your scheduled 
reading day.

• Grade 5 students will be sitting NAPLAN in 
Week 7.

• Next Friday is Clean Up Australia Day.
• Families are invited to join us for a Parent 

Picnic Lunch at 2:15 pm.







Helping children with anxiety using the stepladder approach
This week’s article continues looking at strategies that we can 
use to support children in managing their anxiety. The following 
article explores the strategy of “laddering”, which was briefly 
discussed last week. 
This article can be found at www.raisingchildren.net.au
What is the stepladder approach for anxiety?
The stepladder approach is a step-by-step way of helping 
children and teenagers learn to handle anxious situations.
It works like this:
Start with a situation or thing that causes your child the least 
anxiety. Sometimes your child might need to practise the 
situation a few times until they feel comfortable with it.
Move on to another situation that makes your child feel a bit 
more anxious. Again, go through it a few times until your child 
can handle it. Practice is important.
Work with your child on tackling situations that gradually get 
more challenging. Older children can choose these situations 
themselves.
Why and how the stepladder approach works
The stepladder approach works because children and 
teenagers:
get used to facing the situations that make them anxious, which 
is better than avoiding them
create new, safe memories of situations, which become 
stronger the more your child practises
face their fears and find out that they might not be so bad after 
all
use and practise the coping skills and techniques that they’re 
developing
get a strong sense of achievement as they progress ‘up’ the 
stepladder.
Tips for using the stepladder approach
When using the stepladder approach for anxiety, these tips can 
help your child get started and keep progressing through the 
steps:



Talk with your child about how you’re going to help them with 
their stepladder. Younger children might need you to choose 
stepladders for them. Older child and teenagers might want 
independence in choosing and working through stepladders of 
their choice.
Turn the stepladder into a game for younger children. For 
example, if your child is afraid of eye contact, make a game 
where your child has to find 3 people with brown eyes at 
preschool.
Help your child to come up with positive self-talk they can use in 
anxious situations. For example, ‘I can be brave’, ‘This is a friendly 
dog’ or ‘Mum will come back’. This works well for children aged 3-
6 years.
Encourage your child to think realistically in anxious situations. 
For example, your child could ask themselves, ‘What happened 
last time?’ or ‘How likely is it to happen?’ This works well for 
children aged 7 years and older.
Talk together after your child attempts or completes a step. You 
could talk about how it went and what your child could do next 
time.
Use rewards when your child tries or completes a step on the 
ladder. Rewards could be an extra book at bedtime, a trip to the 
park or a later weekend bedtime. Make sure rewards match the 
difficulty of the steps and your child’s age.
Give your child plenty of praise for achieving each step on the 
ladder.
You can use the stepladder approach with children of all ages. If 
you’re unsure about how to do this, consider talking to a 
professional – perhaps a child and family health 
nurse, GP, psychologist or school counsellor.
Children learn how to cope with difficult situations by watching 
their role models and listening to what those people say. So, think 
about how you act and what you say in situations that you find 
stressful. For example, if you see a spider, you might calmly say, 
‘It’s a spider. What do you know about spiders? Do you know how 
to spot one that might be dangerous?’
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