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 RESPECT        RESPONSIBILITY       HONESTY 

 

From the Principal 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

Labour Day Public Holiday 

Monday 11th of March is a public holiday and consequently the school will be closed.  

 

School Council Elections 2024 

Following the call for nominations for parent representatives on our school council I am 

pleased to advise that the following parents have been elected to the vacancies that existed. 

Michelle Smith, Michael, Rice, Murray Wearne, Meron Pyper and Michael Cook. These par-

ents will join Dean Carter, Chris Lakey and Peter Pollock as parent reps for 2024. I wish to 

thank each of them for nominating and I look forward to working with them.  

 
 
Greater Bendigo’s Principle Network 

On Thursday our school hosted a meeting of the Greater Bendigo Principal’s Network. This 

meeting was held in our PAC and 40 people attended. Our school captain’s Lana M, Rachel C, 

Darcie C and Oliver C, arrived early to school, in order to greet the visitors as they arrived. 

Once seated the students then delivered an outstanding Acknowledgement of Country ad-

dress and a very warm welcome to our guests. They received high praise from the members 

of the audience. In addition many of the visitors remarked how fantastic our grounds looked.  

      March   April 

11th Labour Day Public Holiday   

13th-25th NAPLAN Assessments    

13th Royal Australian Naval Band 

Performance 

  

28th Last Day of Term 

2:30 Dismissal  

  

    

    

    

    



 

 

 Royal Australian Naval Band Performance  

On Wednesday March 13th our grade 3-6 students will be going to the Ulumbarra Theatre to see a 

performance presented by the Royal Australian Naval Band. The local excursions permission form 

will cover students for this event. The cost will be $7 per student. Please make payment to the office 

by Friday 8th of March. If you are eligible for the CSEF funding the cost for this event can be deduct-

ed from your allocation.  

 

School Camps  

The Marong Primary School has granted approval for the following school camps to take place in 

2024:  

Grade 5/6: Norval Camp, Halls Gap (11th-13th September) 

Grade 2: Billabong Ranch (24th-25th October) 

Grade 3/4: Camp Kookaburra (6th-8th November) 

 

Loddon Calder Districts Sports Association Term One Event 

On the 22nd of March we will join our cluster schools, Lockwood PS, Lockwood Sth PS, Bridgewater 

PS, Inglewood PS and St Mary’s PS Inglewood, for our annual cross country / junior fun day. These 

events will be held at Malone Park Marong. Students will assemble at the oval from 10am with events 

commencing at 10.30am. Students in Grades 3-6 will compete in cross country event and the P-2 stu-

dents will participate in a round robin of various fun activities.  

We will be seeking parent helpers to assist with the cross country event. The students need to run 

around a section of the golf course and we need people on the course to assist in directing students 

and also to be on hand in the event someone requires first aid. The volunteers on duty are not re-

quired to administer first aid . They will be provided with a phone number and they can contact my-

self in the event a student needs help. Please let Matt Riordan or myself know if you can assist on this 

day.  

 

NAPLAN 

Next week students in years 3 and 5 will sit our National Assessments for Literacy and Numeracy. 

These assessments will be conducted over 3 days Wednesday13th – Friday 15th March. Families 

wanting to know more about NAPLAN can visit the following website.  

https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan 

This website also has practice tests available should your child wish to familiarise themselves with 

what they can expect during the assessments. Students will require the use of headphones during 

their online assessments. The school has provision for this however if students would prefer to bring 

their own headphones to use, this will be allowed.  

 

Parent Teacher Conferences  

Our term 1 parent teacher conferences will be held in week 8 across Tuesday 19th – Thursday 21st. 

This year we will have all our classroom teachers available across the 3 days to maximise access for 

families to attend. Bookings are now available via our Parent Portal on SENTRAL. 

Please note when making a booking through the app, select the available time you wish to request 

and be sure to scroll to the bottom of the page and select ‘Save Booking’. Failure to save the booking 

will send a request to the school and an available time slot will be selected for you on your behalf 

Please contact Mr Saddlier if you have any questions about parent teacher interviews or need assis-

tance accessing SENTRAL. 

 

 



 

 

Grade Prep  

What a big week in Prep! 

We are so proud of every-

one for their efforts during 

their first week of back to 

back school days.  

In Literacy this week the 

Preps have continued to blow us away with 

their amazing writing skills. They have also 

been working hard on building their letter/

sounds knowledge during our spelling les-

sons.  

In Numeracy, we began to explore all the dif-

ferent 2D shapes, as well as experimenting 

with making patterns.  

Keep up the great work! 

Miss Maddern, Mrs Cook, Jess, Fraser and 

Christine  



 

 

Grade 1/2 
 It has been a very busy week in our 1/2 classrooms. The pro-

gress the students have already made has been pleasing to 

see and they have all been working really hard. Our Sounds 

Write sessions have been flowing nicely and we been learning 

about the sounds for the spellings x, y, ff, ll. ss and zz. We have 

seen a terrific improvement in the students handwriting and 

punctuation and their fluency continues to develop through 

partner reading sessions. 

In Numeracy this week we have been focusing on solving ad-

dition and subtraction problems using a range of mental and 

written strategies including using ‘Friends of 10’, counting on 

and back from the higher number and using vertical addi-

tion. During Integrated Studies sessions we have continued to 

explore the continent of Australia. We have been learning 

about landmarks, where to find certain animals and looking at 

the map of indigenous Australia. We have very impressed with 

the students dedication to learning this week! 

  

Ms Thorn, Mr Saddlier, Mr Westcott and Mr Fry 

 



 

 

Grade 3/4 

This week the grade 3/4's have been busy as al-

ways! 

Literacy has seen us look at writing persuasives 

and trying to convince the reader to change their 

mind. To do that, we have been using rhetorical 

questions, modality words and tier 2 words. 

For Numeracy, we have finished up on data and 

have moved onto addition and subtraction sums. 

Really focusing hard on borrowing and carrying. 

Integrated has jumped from Asia and now, we are 

researching Europe and the landmarks you would 

come across. 

  

We hope you all have a great long weekend! 

Mr Johnstone, Miss Williams, Ms Craven, Macey 

and Jimmy. 



 

 

Grade 5/6 
Week 5 by Cogan Condick 

I am a grade six boy who loves sport. 

This week has been amazing. In our 

class this week we have finished and 

published our lake stories, started 

reading groups, started division, 

practiced for cross country in PE. I’m 

really enjoying the classroom I’m in 

this year. Toastie Tuesday’s have 

been the best and it has just been an amazing year so 

far. I’m also really enjoying the buddies’ program, the 

grade 5/6 splits in the last hour of every second Thurs-

day, the Zooper Dooper’s on Wednesdays. This term al-

so the lunch orders on Friday’s. I’m enjoying perform-

ing arts in which we are preparing for the Willy Wonka 

and the chocolate factory play. The lead roles and the 

understudies of the lead roles practice their lines while 

the people with backstage roles and the people without 

roles prepare the props for the play. 

By Cogan Condick. 



 

 

Prep Maddern 

River B- River is a superstar. She has taken responsibility for her learning and has 

been producing some great independent work. It has been lovely to see River 

taking pride in everything she does. Well done River!   

 

Prep Cook & Jess 

Celeste S– Celeste has been on fire this week! She has been working extremely 

hard during all activities, however has been most impressive during Sounds 

Write. Celeste is also showing wonderful listening! Keep up the fantastic work 

Celeste, you are a superstar!!!  

 

1/2 Thorn/Saddlier 

Kyaw Eh Thu T– Kyaw Eh Thu has been working very hard in the classroom this 

week especially during Sounds-Write sessions. He is becoming more confident 

when sharing his knowledge with the class. We are very proud of you Kyaw Eh 

Thu.   

 

1/2 Fry  

Willow M – Willow is our quiet achiever in the classroom. She has terrific work 

habits and always demonstrates our school values. Willow produces work of a 

high quality and is a great role model for others in the grade. Well done Willow, 

you’re a star!  

 

1/2 Westcott 

Maverick N– Maverick starts the day with a smile and is always happy to greet 

the class. He always includes others within the classroom and at playtimes. Mav-

erick has displayed resilience, pushing past discomfort to complete activities. 

Keep up the great work Maverick!  

 

3/4 Johnstone  

Sienna T- Well done Sienna on a great week. Sienna has transitioned into our 

school effortlessly this year and has made plenty of friends. She is kind, caring 

and a delight to have in the class. Keep up the great work Sienna.  



 

 

3/4 Williams  

Laura W- Laura has had an awesome week this week! Laura has been working 

hard to improve her addition skills and has taken on feedback to improve her 

learning. She has been participating in classroom discussion and overall had a 

terrific week! Keep it up Laura!    

 

3/4 Craven 

Johanna S– Johanna has been working hard during our literacy sessions, making 

sure she uses a sizzling start for her persuasive. Johanna displays respect towards 

others, and always listens when others are speaking. Well done Johanna, Keep it 

up!  

 

5/6 Stacey  

Koa H- Koa has been so resilient this week when facing challenges in and out of 

the classroom. Coming back in from lunch and recess and being able to refocus 

is a great skill to have. Well done Koa.  

 

5/6 Riordan  

Darcie C - For demonstrating our school values this week. Darcie is working ex-

ceptionally well in the classroom, showing focus and applying effort to her learn-

ing. Super work Darcie.  

 

5/6 O’Donoghue 

Willow N- I couldn’t begin to tell you how wonderful it is to have Willow in the 

class this year. She is ALWAYS making the most of her tasks and can be relied on 

to be a role model. Willow goes about her work without making a fuss and creates 

pieces of top quality. Her neatness is unbeatable. Well done Willlow!  



 

 

Book Club & Library  
Last week all students had the opportunity 

to take home a Scholastic Bookclub cata-

logue. If you are interested in purchasing 

anything either drop in your order and 

money to the front office or complete the 

order online through Loop. All orders must 

be in by Thursday the14th of March. 

 

Book Donations: 

The Library is always needing new books if 

you have any books that are no longer read 

by your family and they are school appro-

priate we would love to give them a new 

home. We have a donation box at the front 

office. 

If you have any li-

brary enquires please 

come and see me. 

Christine  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

Football News! 
 

 

 

We're very excited to an-

nounce that Marong Football Netball Club will be 

adding an additional team to our junior girl foot-

ball squad in 2024. The new side will compete in 

the BJFL and we are looking for U12 girls, keen to 

give football ago! 

  

We have some talented and experienced coaches 

currently appointed, driving the growth of female 

football in our region. We'd love to recruit from 

around our district and invite any grade 5 or 6 stu-

dents to come down and give it a go! 

  

We train on a Wednesday evening from 4:30- 

5:45pm at Malone Park Oval, Marong. If you'd like 

any further information, please don't hesitate to 

contact me on 0408 265 688. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Nicole Grant 

Club Secretary 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


