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From the Principal
Dear Parents/Caregivers,
Official Opening
The official opening of our school’s new facilities last Friday was a special time in the school’s history. The facilities
are now amongst some of the best in the Bendigo area and certainly surpass any other buildings constructed on this
site previously. The day was made even more special with the attendance of the Premier Daniel Andrews. The
premier officially opened the new facilities and along with local Member for Bendigo West and our students leaders, helped with the cutting of the ribbon as a symbolic gesture. I wish to thank the Premier, Maree Edwards, Anne
Cuniff DET Area Director, Chris Lakey MPS School Council President and representatives from our school council
and parents club who attended this event. I wish to also congratulate our student leaders Ashleigh, Will, Chiara and
Koby for the significant role they played on the
day.

From the Principal Cont’d…
Curriculum Day and Public Holiday
A reminder to all families of the following: Friday, June 10th is a student free day. In addition
Monday June 13th is a public holiday, hence students will have a four day weekend and resume on
Tuesday, June 14th.

Covered Outdoor Learning Area (COLA)
I met with staff from BLR Provincial yesterday and they have indicated that work will commence on
our new COLA early next term. The steel is on order but it will take another five weeks for it to arrive
at least.
Neighbourhood Watch
Last weekend whilst calling into the school briefly, I noticed a number of unauthorised visitors present
within the school grounds. It would be appreciated if school community members who reside in
Marong could notify the school if they observe people on school grounds during the weekend breaks. I
also wish to remind our community that as we have children in care between 3:30pm and 6:00pm
daily, unauthorised visitors should not be entering school property. People including ex students who
may wish to use our playgrounds or basketball facilities are welcome to seek permission from the
office. If approved they are then regarded as authorised visitors.
Student Supervision
All parents and carers are reminded that the official starting time for supervision of students
commences at 8:45am daily. Students who arrive earlier than this time are not supervised unless they
are booked into the before school care program.
Russell Jeffrey
Principal

Grade Prep
This week we had Sergeant Greg Gentry from Victoria Police come talk to us as part of our theme
“community” that we are learning about this term. The students loved asking Greg lots of questions
and especially enjoyed having their handprints taken. In writing this week the students learnt how to
write a letter and wrote to Greg to thank him for coming to visit. In maths the students learnt about
patterns and shapes and loved creating Mr Maker pictures out of shapes. Come and see these on display in our room! Thanks for another wonderful week .

Emma Cook, Jess Taylor and Kate

Grades One/Two
Only two weeks to go! We have been so busy learning that we can’t believe where the time has gone.
We are nearing the end of our community unit and are up to the ‘hands on’ construction part now
where we get to build our own town. Students will design what a town needs and then work together
to build this dream land together. If you have any decent recycling materials that would be suited to
building our own little town, please bring them into school. It is all being stored in our classroom and
we thank those people that have been bringing things in already. Items we are after include boxes, toilet
rolls, plastic containers, glad wrap tubes, cans, jars etc.
Also, we would love to open up our classrooms to our greater community to show off our magnificent
creation. So we invite you into school on the last day of term to check it all out…
Friday 24th of June, 1:30pm onwards (it’s a 2:30pm finish on that day). Hope to see you there!!!!

Miss O’Donoghue, Mr. Stacey, Mr Saddlier, Ms Patching and Christine

Grades Three/Four
The grade 3/4s have been working extremely well and we’ve had a fun week.
This week we have been working hard at improving our summaries, focusing on including the who,
what, when, where, why and how. Including all the important information from the text.
Our writing and integrated units are combining for the next three weeks. During our research the
grade 3/4s have picked an Australian explorer to investigate and create a presentation on. Some of the
plans include; posters, powerpoint, timelines, maps, iMovies, podcasts and diary entries to name a
few.
Math this week has again been on fractions and trying to find and identify equivalent fractions and
decimals. Some amazing work has been done by the 3/4s in math, they’ve all been working extremely
hard.
We hope you all enjoy your extra long weekend and we look forward to seeing you back Tuesday!
Mr Johnstone, Miss Cooney, Rose, Chelsie and Fraser

Great to see so many Marong Primary School
students and families at junior football.
Go Panthers!

Grades Five/Six
Well done to all the students across both classrooms. The children have been working hard and having lots of
fun!
This week in the 5/6 rooms students have continued on with their Reader’s Theatre - where in groups students worked together to rewrite a picture story book, turning it into a script and then practising acting it
out. When it was time to deliver the presentations we made our way to the PAC building and were spoilt with
the use of microphones and comfy chairs for the audience. A special mention to Jackson for his take on a Scottish/British accent for the narrator, as well as Huddy, Kallan, Charlotte, Nash, Dylan and Angus for their
sensational expression that really engaged the audience.
In Writing, students have been immersing themselves in the world of parodies where they change the lyrics of
songs for comedic reasons. To finish off the week, students were given a photo prompt where they were told
they were aboard the ship and were migrating to Australia and they got to choose a reason for migration. We
loved seeing the imagination come through mixed with factual information, with some students writing about
being a convict, leaving family to earn money during the Gold Rush and leaving their home country due to
‘push’ reasons and making a better life in Australia.
In Math, students have been extending their knowledge of multiples through number sentences and constructing data displays with the heights of class members.
Well done to all students that completed their family tree homework and found out their family ancestry. We
finally completed our ancestry map, which led to great discussions. We’re very happy with our migration display that is taking place.

Mr Riordan, Ms Gallagher, Mr Wardell & Abby

Grade Five/Six Cont’d…

Parents’ Club

In view of the complex challenges that families can and do face, myself (as School Chaplain) and Lindsay White
(Student Inclusion Coordinator) will be using this space to provide helpful information and highlight services in
the Bendigo area that may be of assistance to students and or families experiencing difficulties for one reason or
another.
I would also like to remind parents / guardians that myself and Lindsay are both available to talk with and provide confidential advice, support and information on the various services and support available to students and
their families.

Program of the week:
Saver Plus
The saver Plus program was established by The Brotherhood of St Laurence in partnership with ANZ in 2003
and is Australia’s largest and longest-running financial education and matched savings program. ANZ has
matched over $21M for education expenses.
Saver Plus helps you build financial skills, develop life-long savings habits, and receive up to $500 to assist with
education costs.

What is Saver Plus?
Saver Plus is a financial education program for families and individuals on a tight budget to develop life-long
savings habits.

How it works
If eligible for the program, set a savings goal with your Coordinator for your education related item(s). Eligible
savings goals listed here.
Open an ANZ Progress Saver account and start to regularly save over 10 months
Complete our fun Money Minded financial education workshops
Reach savings goals and have your savings matched up to $500 by ANZ for education items for you or your
children's education expenses

Program Benefits
An independent 2018 RMIT University report, Saver Plus: Pathways to Wellbeing (2.9 MB PDF) found participants:

Build Lasting Savings Habits
87% participants continue to save the same amount or more 3 to 7 years after completing the program.

Be Better Prepared for Unexpected Expenses
78% participants were better equipped for unexpected expenses.

Wellbeing Cont’d…
Stay in Control
80% participants had more control over their finances

Improve Personal Wellbeing
100% experienced increases in life, financial and employment satisfaction, whilst 88% reported increased self-esteem

Eligibility
To be eligible for Saver Plus, you must have all of the following:
Have a Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card AND an eligible Centrelink payment*
Be in school yourself OR have a child in school (can be starting school next year)
Have regular income from work (either yourself or your partner)*
Be 18+ years old
* Many types of income and Centrelink payments are eligible, see the Saver Plus terms and conditions
for more information
For more information or to access the program please contact The Brotherhood of St Laurence on 1300
610 355 or via www.saverplus@bsl.org.au
Marc Cowan
School Chaplain & Wellbeing Officer

Outside School Hours Care

From the Beehive

On Tuesday Annie and our Art Club students made
some wonderful painted (and washy tape) pots. Each student had the opportunity to decorate their
own terracotta pot how they liked and we will plant something in these at a later date.
This Wednesday we celebrated ‘Thank a First Responder Day.’ We chose the Marong unit of SES to
show our thanks and appreciation to. The students wrote lovely thank you notes to accompany a
small gift hamper of snacks.
Welcome to our many new to OSHC students that we have had this week and in the past few weeks.
Please note there is no OSHC on Friday (Curriculum day) or Monday (Public Holiday).
Chelsie Nickson
Outside of School Hours
Care Coordinator

Breakfast Club
Safe to say breakfast club was a hit on Wednesday! We were very impressed with the amount of
students who came in for breakfast. See you next week, Wednesday and Friday.

Breakfast Club will now run twice a week. Every Wednesday and Friday you can join
Marc and myself in the Beehive from 8:30-8:45 for some breakfast with your peers. I
couldn’t think of a better way to start the day.
This is a free program for all students to enjoy.
Chelsie

Prep - Imogen G
Imogen has been on fire this week and really trying hard to focus when working independently. Imogen is using all
her learnt strategies when reading and writing and we can see it’s all coming together which is brilliant! Keep up the
hard work Imogen, well done!

Grade One/Two Stacey - Rory M
While being away I heard only good things when it came to Rory. No matter the teacher, Rory was very responsible
for his learning and continued to push himself with his numeracy, writing and reading goals. A quietly confident student, Rory takes on challenges with a positive attitude. Well done!

Grade One/Two Saddlier/Patching - James W
For our school value of ‘Responsibility’. James is ‘Mr. Ever-So-Reliable’ and constantly makes great choices with
regard to his learning. James readily participates in group discussions, asking lots of questions and works very hard
completing set tasks before helping others. Well done James!

Grade One/Two O’D - Aidan B
Aidan is rocking a new look and standing out in the classroom in the best way possible. The whole class has noticed
how hard he has worked this week and couldn’t wait to celebrate him. His efforts has soared to the stars and his
writing and spelling has shown some BIG improvements. Keep it up Aidan!

Grade Three/Four C - Koa H
Koa has been a superstar this week. She has been focused and as always a kind and caring member of our classroom.
She gives her all to every task and is always striving to do her best. Keep up the fantastic work Koa.

Grade Three/Four J - Darcie C
Congratulations Darcie! Darcie has been dedicated to her learning all week. She has been consistently focused during
class and has been showing a fantastic work ethic and is completing her work to a high standard. Darcie has also been
a great helper to her peers, providing help to people during our math lessons. Keep up the awesome work Darcie!

Grade Five/Six R - Ariel S
For demonstrating ‘Respect’ and ‘Responsibility’ in her learning this week. Ariel has worked hard, producing some great
writing titled ‘The Arrival’. She is always kind, helpful and a great student in the classroom. Well done Ariel.

Grade Five/Six G-W - Nash Mc
Nash is a quiet achiever that is consistently exhibiting our school values of Respect, Responsibility and Honesty. Nash is
always happy to help out a staff member or student, especially when it comes to helping the younger students in the
yard. Nash has been completing some great work in the classroom, which is a direct result of the effort he puts in. Even
better, it was his birthday Wednesday. A big Happy Birthday and congratulations Nash!

Community
The Auskick Burst campaign starts on Monday June 13 th, with a discounted rate of $50 for the remainder of the
Auskick season (plus any centre fee)!
Registration also includes the Auskick Pack!
Hop onto https://play.afl/auskick-overview from June 13th, find your local centre and join in the fun!

